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CHAPTER L 

FINDING OUE BEABINGS. 

WILL put my foreword in a chapter of the book 
where it will be likely to be read and will do the 
most good. 

The word * * deception ' ' in the title is used in this 
volume only in rare instances in its strictest sense, 
as implying deliberate purpose to deceive. The mis- 
leading of many minds in the case we are about to 
present may be compared to one of nature 's decep- 
tions, as when a stroller in unexplored fields, per- 
haps not far from his own home, sees in miasmio 
clouds in the lowlands a stretch of beautiful water 
bestudded with islands while mountain shores rise 
beyond, and is ready to aver that he has looked 
upon one of the most enchanting scenes to be found 
in any landscape, only to look an hour later when the 
mists have cleared, to be surprised to leam that the 
actual scene is very different, presenting no islands 
and no water. 
Had the stroller returned to his own side of the 

mountain without taking that later look, he would 
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8 THE GREAT DECEPTION 

very innoci^iitiy bay e: entertained Ms neighbors with 
the stoi7;of. aQ.eHiAptunn^'^scene just beyond, of 
which theyiad'tfetei"'hekrd br dreamed, to be hailed 
by some as a most fortunate wanderer while others 
who knew would accuse him of baseless fabrication. 

A strange combination of much cloud and some 
real land, aided in the minds of some by a great de- 
sire and much expectation that it might be so, has 
tricked many of our citizens into a great and very 
injurious misconception of the meaning of the elec- 
tion result and turned them into innocent and thor- 
oughly earnest deceivers of others. 

It is true of some of the most zealous and success- 
ful of these deceivers that they are possessed of a 
powerful and not disinterested motive to propagate 
the deception of which they have been more than 
willing victims, since in a certain way they and their 
cause receive large benefits from it. But I will not 
here charge them with malignant or deliberate pur- 
pose to deceive. 

It is also true that the first implanting of that 
deception came in part, through a strange comming- 
ling of sincerity and hidden motive which had in it 
some of the elements of deception in the strict sense 
of the word, as will appear in one of our chapters. 

In these limited senses, and in some rare instances 
in the stricter sense that of which I am to write is 
indeed the great deception, and the title is justified 
by more than literary license. 

It is to drive away the deceiving mists that obscure 
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I 

I the real landscape that the following pages have 
been written. 

Is there in the minds of many citizens and of 
many statesmen of both the greater political di- 
visions, and particulariy in the minds of the poli- 
ticians, a very grave misinterpretation of the mean- 
ing of the phenomenal vote which made Senator 
Harding President — a misinterpretation that is 
liable to affect seriously if not disastrously the ac- 
tion of the government upon the question of world 
union for peace, and which communicated from one 
to another has come to be in effect, though not in 
general with intention, a great deception which is 
befogging the political atmosphere of the land! 

Many believe that there is — and that there is great 
need as well as promise for some one to present the 
easily discerned facts that should correct that mis- 
interpretation in any reasonable and unbiased mind. 

Accepting that pleasant and really delightful task, 
I am sure of having interested readers, for not only 
the average citizen but much more our statesmen 
and more than any others our politicians, if by any 
chance they may have acquired a wrong conception 
of the meaning of that vote, should wish to be put 
right. Since it is not a question of opinion but of 
fact and it is of very great importance that the 
statesmen know, while it is the very life of the poli- 
tician to know what the people are thinking and much 
more what they believe, may I not hope that they 
as well as the non-political citizen, will listen to me 
long enough to learn if I am presenting anything 
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worth attention. I will at least hope to set them to 
thinking. 

No one of any consequence wishes to misinterpret 
or continue a victim of deception as to the meaning 
of the vote. But it would be very natural if a man 
who has interpreted it wrongly and in the direction 
of his own inclinations and is strongly committed to 
a course which that misinterpretation supports, 
should listen with small patience to a contrary view, 
though it be much to his interests to give it fair con- 
sideration and due weight. Of such I would ask that 
for pure self-interest, if for no better reason, pref- 
erence be held in restraint and fair weight be given 
to what is herein offered. 

I am offering no plea that we enter the League of 
Nations, either with or without reservations or revi- 
sion, though the vote seems to be for it Americanized. 
There may be something better, and more, 1 prefer 
something different. 

I will go so far as to admit that the administration 
may be justified in going counter to the plain man- 
date of the election, if it be true that new develoj)- 
ments in Europe show that to heed that mandate 
might result in injury and disaster. Indeed it may 
be the President's imperative obligation to the 
people to disobey their mandate, given under dif- 
ferent conditions from those that now exist. 

But it would be most unfortunate if he or the Sen- 
ate or other national leaders should hold an entirely 
wrong conception of what that mandate really was, 
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and in obedience to that wrong conception seek to 
put into effect a mandate which was never given. 

The intent and effort of this volume is to contrib- 
ute something which wiU help to guard against the 
possibility of any such mistake. It is to clear the 
atmosphere of the fog of misrepresentation or mis- 
interpretation of the people *s will as expressed in 
the late election to the end that, unhindered by a 
mistaken belief in a mandate which the people never 
intended to give, our statesmen may work out, solely 
upon its merits with every collateral consideration 
fully weighed, the best possible plan to bring about 
the grieat consummation towards which the hearts 
of men and women the world over are turned with 
infinite longing. 

We know what that is. It is the realization of 
something — whether its name be League or Associa- 
tion or Permanent Court of International Justice — 
which shall give a reasonable assurance to mankind 
that, in any respect approaching the magnitude in 
which this generation has suffered it, there shall b(L 
no more war. 

As to the part America is to play in that consum- 
mation — as to the plan to be worked out and adopted 
—the responsibility is with new and able leaders. 
The friends of peace look to them with some anxiety 
and much hope. In general they have faith in Presi- 
dent Harding and his administration. They believe 
that the patriotism and international good-will of 
the American people and the constructive statesman- 
ship of the party in power supported by broad- 
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minded statesmen of the opposing party, will find 
the way to that realization without the sacrifice of 
American independence or any precious American 
interest. 

Whatever the plan which is finally adopted, if it 
receives the sanction of the statesmanship of the 
world, should not all reasonable and rightminded 
men give it cordial support? 

If the facts, which this little volume wiU attempt 
to line up in their proper relation, mean what I be- 
lieve them to mean and that meaning is understood 
and accepted by the American people, no small 
coterie of obstructionists in the Senate will be able 
to bring to their side such support as will put it in 
their power to defeat this administration when, with 
intention to fulfil the promises found alike in the 
party record and platform and his own spoken 
words. President Harding shall seek the required 
two-thirds Senate vote to ratify a union with other 
nations for the saving of civilization and the preser- 
vation of world peace. 

On the other hand, a wide acceptance of the wrong 
interpretation of the meaning of that vote shrewdly 
put out by the foes of peace and aided by the most 
remarkably camouflaged propaganda ever known, 
would put into their hands a powerful instrument 
with which they may be able to defeat any effort of 
the President to lead us either into the existing 
League with such reservations or revision as will 
make it conform to American standards, or into a 
new association of nations that shall in any worthy 
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degree meet the aspirations and hopes of mankind. 

Frankly and precisely it is to defeat that attempt 
against the President and the American people that 
this book has been written — ^and in the very grave 
peril that just that may happen through a wrong 
interpretation, consists the very great and imme- 
diate importance of the question we are discussing. 

K this writing instead of being a presentation of 
facts in the history of a movement and of a mis- 
understanding, was intended to be an argument, the 
author would not argue for our entry into the 
League of Nations, if for no other reason, because 
there appears to be little if any hope for it under 
this administration and it is with this administra- 
tion we have to do. But more than that, he is pre- 
pared to believe, and two years ago believed and ex- 
pressed the belief in a pamphlet, that the ultimate 
realization must be a creation much better than the 
League of Nations, which will be explained later on. 
But the damaging lie of the false interpretation of 
the vote must be slain before there can be the better 
realization or anything else worthy of American 
statesmanship and the American people, for it is 
being diligently used to discredit and defeat, not the 
League of Nations only, but our entry into any so- 
ciety of nations whatever for the preservation of 
peace. 

If the League of Nations was voted down nothing 
was voted to take its place. Thus would statesmen 
justify themselves in inaction. To defeat that be- 
trayal I do contend for the League in the event noth- 
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ing else adequate to the task of preserving world 
peace is achieved, and I would have the public mind 
in readiness for it if the world situation or any fail- 
ure to achieve something better or as good should at 
any time bring us back to it. In the final chapter I 
also suggest a temporary use of it as a very useful 
stepping stone to the better and greater realization 
which alone will answer the need of mankind. 
, The immediate usefulness of a full and fair dis- 
cussion of this subject is not to insure on the one 
hand that we enter the existing League or on the 
other hand that a new association of nations be 
formed. It is to make certain that we do something 
effective for the prevention of war, — something to 
put the great influence of the United States actively 
and permanently on the side of peace preservation. 
It may serve a useful purpose if in this chapter, 
designed to be preparatory to entering upon our real 
subject in which we will make a good advance in the 
next chapter, we remind the friends of world peace 
who are voicing opposition and severe advance criti- 
cism of President Harding, that it should be per- 
fectly plain that whatever may now be obtained in 
the way of our union with other nations for the 
preservation of peace can come only through him. 
Would it not therefore be well to work mth him and 
not against him ! On the other hand, no one knows 
better than he that to attempt something and fall 
short of achieving what will be permanently effective 
to preserve world peace, will write failure over his 
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administration and disappoint the keenest desire of 
our people and an expectant world. 

Along with the question, — ^For what did Repub- 
licans vote, will be entwined in the remaining pages 
the pro-League Republican viewpoint and attitude, 
for it will be found that the two are remarkably 
involved. 

We are now almost ready to consider the meaning 
or mandate of the Republican vote in the national 
election. But before we can intelligently consider 
that question, it is necessary to ask and answer an- 
other question, namely this, — ^who may properly be 
classed as in the list of Republican voters! 

In support of the Republican ticket there were the 
German- American and pro-German voters whose 
vote was for Germany. There were the Irish-Amer- 
ican and anti-British voters who voted for Ireland, 
for however much we may sympathize with the as- 
pirations of the Irish people, we must admit that a 
very small percentage of that vote was Republican 
or will be Republican in future elections. They voted 
for Ireland. In the Republican mass-meetings, what- 
ever else they seemed to applaud they clapped and 
shouted for Ireland, and the German and pro-Ger- 
man cheered for Germany. They were there for the 
purpose of doing their very best for Germany and 
for Ireland. They have themselves so impressed it 
upon the American mind that there is no easy escape 
f roin that conclusion. It must be admitted that they 
were not distinctly Republican nor all- American. 

Added to these in support of Harding's election 
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were the Wilson haters and League haters of other 
than the Republican party, and to these must be 
added the enemies of all government, and so particu- 
larly enemies of the administration then in power, 
which in its very effort to please had offended them, 
and which they wished to hit. These were also bitter 
enemies of the League, which stood in the way of all 
they desired. 

They attended the more radical Republican meet- 
ings and added to the anti-League shout and on 
election day voted another ticket. They were not 
Republican nor at all American. They will never 
be Republican nor vote the Republican ticket. 

These various elements which we may describe as 
the pros and antis, made most and in many instances 
practically all of the ''scrap the League*^ applause 
in the meetings, and before that time the larger part 
of the irreconcilable vote in the Republican pri- 
maries. 

At the risk of drawing the charge of repetition (a 
risk which I never hesitate to take when it will aid 
to clear understanding) I will add, it should be kept 
in mind that in these acts they were not Republicans 
and particularly that a very large proportion of 
them will not be Republicans in future elections. 

We know, of course, that there are a large number 
of Germans who are consistent Republicans. But 
they were not acting as Republicans upon these oc- 
casions. We know there are Irishmen who adhere to 
the Republican party, but they were not Republicans 
in the acts we have cited. It is true of both the Ger- 
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mans and Irish that in those meetings they had little 
thought of the Bepublican party or of the United 
States of America, except as they might be used to 
advance the interests of the Fatherland or of the 
Bmerald Isle. 

Undoubtedly there were many genuine Repub- 
lican voters honestly opposed to the entire idea of 
the League and also to any League and equally to 
any association of nations. But the number of these 
was at the time of the election relatively small. 

There was and is a much larger number who may 
be termed Republicans who do little political think- 
ing for themselves. Their exact Republican position 
is to be found where they think the leaders point and 
whither they think the crowd is going. Without 
doubt an increasing number of these, as the cam- 
paign went on, swayed by the anti-League enthusi- 
asm of the meetings, which they did not and could 
not distinguish as principally pro-German and anti- 
British, became increasingly opposed to the League 
of Nations or to anything that the irreconcilable 
orators could anathematize under the name of ''en- 
tangling alliance ^^ be it League or association of 
nations. 

Excluding these, not a very large and certainly not 
the thinking, the deliberate and therefore not the 
dominant or better influence in the party, we reach 
the all- American and all-Republican vote. It is to ^ 
the interpretation of the meaning of this, the real 
and unquestionably Republican vote that we are to 
devote our next chapter. 
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Before proceeding to that interpretation permit 
me to say that there can be no fair presentation of 
the question from the Republican viewpoint with- 
out criticism, either direct or implied, of our former 
President Wilson, which the writer would avoid if he 
could. But it will be observed that that criticism is 
in this volume confined to only one thing— his failure 
to accept a compromise that would have put us into 
his own League of Nations at either of the two crit- 
ical moments when his consent was all that was 
needed to make the League with the United States a 
member of it a realized and beneficent fact. 

That criticism is an expression of opinion and 
opinion is not fact. The writer admits that he may 
be wrong in the opinion that in that act or failure to 
act. President Wilson lost a noble cause and sub- 
jected himself to the charge of yielding to an imprac- 
ticable idealism when he might, by acceptance, have 
realized the better half of his great ideals without 
the least sacrifice of principle, and having thus se- 
cured to the world the better half, could continue 
the fight for the other half with a larger chance to 
succeed and without the risk to lose all. 

Of the peril of that risk he was not without earnest 
and importunate warning* 

If events prove Mr. Wilson to have been right, the 
author will rejoice to confess himself wrong. But 
there is no doubt that his uncompromising position, 
whether right or wrong, influenced pro-League Be- 

* See Addenda. 
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publican opinion and action in the way which will 
appear as we proceed, and that is the essential point 
in its bearing upon the question we have under con- 
sideration. 

It may be that an inscrutible Providence will bring 
out of the unwisdom of his act. if it was unwise, a 
better and greater realization of the world ^s hopes 
than his idealistic vision had conceived.* 

Since my presentation is avowedly from the Re- 
publican viewpoint, I do not expect my Democratic 
friends to fully agree with me — ^and they have the 
same right to their view that I have to mine. But 
they will accept the inevitable conclusions which the 
facts I bring in review arbitrarily and imperiously 
enforce. 

*Note: For his othi satisfaction^ the author, under the title, 
"Woodrow Wilson — ^An Appreciation and A Criticism,'' is express- 
ing in a page in the Addenda, what that title may be assumed to 
imply. 



CHAPTER n. 

WHY PBO-LBAGUB BEPUBUCANS VOTED FOB HABDINO AITO 

THEIB PBBSENT ATTITUDB. 

WE are now ready to take a new and very 
important beginning. Let us begin with un- 
derstanding. Thus we will avoid dispute by 
the way. Having in the preceding chapter separated 
from the actual Republican vote those who in their 
support of Senator Harding voted, as they believed, 
in the interests of Germany, and those who, as they 
believed, voted in the interests of Ireland, and thus 
in the act of voting were not Republican or all- Amer- 
ican, we are now prepared to ask the question, the 
answer to which will aid to harmonious understand- 
ing — ^What do we mean by the term ^'pro-League 
Republicans * ^ f 

The term pro-League Republicans as used in the 
caption to this chapter, is intended to include the 
distinctively Republican voters for President Hard- 
ing who may be divided into three classes in respect 
to the terms of the possible entry of the United 
States into the League of Nations, one favoring our 
entry without reservation, another with mild reser- 
vations, and the third with the Lodge reservations — 
which latter almost the entire party came finally to 
accept. 

20 
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We might therefore properly revert to a sub-title 
which was suggested as a substitute for the one used 
on the title page, '^"Why Ten MiUion Pro-League Re- 
publicans Voted for Harding, ' ^ which would be mod- 
est when we consider the broad sense in which the 
term is correctly used, that is, to include all Repub- 
licans who at the time of the election favored our 
entry into the League upon any terms. 

A very large number of the voters heartily tired 
and confused by the long drawn out discussion of 
nearly two years, felt little if any interest in the 
question and supported the ticket upon other issues. 
Many thoroughly dissatisfied with the then existing 
administration in many particulars, were anxious to 
be rid of it and all its influences. Many more sup- 
ported the ticket merely because they were Repub- 
licans and always supported it. 

With none of these have we any concern in this 
writing. We are merely seeking to discover what 
decided the support of those who did care, aud whose 
votes were influenced by it and are therefore en- 
titled to be counted in the determination of the mean- 
ing or mandate of the vote upon that question. 

Having now reached intelligent understanding we 
are prepared for the question, — ^Why did pro-League 
Republicans anxious to see the entry of our country 
into the League of Nations upon some basis of agree- 
ment, who for nearly two years consistently urged 
that we enter the League either with the Lodge or 
some other reservations, vote to make Senator Hard- 
ing President and restore the Republican party to 
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control of the government f "Why did they do that 
though the party leaders had been charged with ob- 
structing and in fact defeating our entry into the 
League and Senator Harding had declared against 
** going in/' while his opponent Governor Cox, ap- 
pealed for support as the League's champion! 

A brief answer would be to say that, beside the 
fact that they were Republicans, they had become 
thoroughly disappointed by the failure of the then 
existing Democratic administration to bring to ac- 
complishment anything at all in the way of our actual 
union with other nations for the preservation of 
peace, and by its obstinate refusal to permit our 
country to enter the League of Nations by the only 
way which at any time had been possible, and they 
wanted a change. 

The only way by which that administration could 
at any time have made our entry possible was by 
acceptance of the Senate reservations, the compro- 
mise between the MoCumber and the Lodge groups 
in the Senate which would have left in full force in 
the Covenant of the League of Nations more than 
will now or perhaps ever be put into it with Amer- 
ican support. 

Those reservations would have left intact in the 
compact the economic boycott against war as pro- 
vided in Article XVI, the most powerful instrument 
in all the Covenant for the preservation of peace, the 
one most ready for use and which avoids all the sac- 
rifices of war, together with other important pro- 
visions chief of which are those for the creation of a 
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code of international laws, the erection of a Perma- 
nent Court of International Justice and qualified 
provisions for arbitration and disarmament. 

Though Republicans, these citizens had with en- 
thusiasm supported President Wilson in our entry 
into the war, which entry they had in fact strenu- 
ously and vehemently urged upon him. They had 
supported him in the prosecution of the war, differ- 
ing from the Democrats only in outdoing them in 
urging its prosecution with greater energy. The war 
over, they were williiig to support him in the peace 
and the League of Nations to enforce the peace and 
insure its permanency. 

But in this they differed as to the terms upon 
which we would join the League. Many of them 
were willing and eager to follow President Wilson 
all the way. Many would follow him with reserva^ 
tions which were mild or merely interpretative. 

At first less than a fourth of the party had even 
patience with the Lodge reservations. The three- 
fourths regarded them as too severe in tone and 
more drastic than was necessary, while only a negli- 
gible few would reject the League of Nations alto- 
gether. 

But gradually very many of them came to see, or 
at least to believe that they saw, the actual threat 
of a super-state and of a dangerously entangling alli- 
ance involved in the Covenant without some such 
safeguards to American independence as the Senate 
reservations would provide. 

It was only when by the November, 1919, com- 
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promise in the Senate, which the Democrats refused 
to enter, the Republican Senators reached agree- 
ment among themselves by which all the amend- 
ments and the worst reservations were defeated and 
the modijSed Lodge-McCumber reservations secured 
almost united Republican Senate support, that al- 
fmbst the entire pro-League Republican element in 
the party joined in the general Republican insist- 
ence that the League with those reservations was 
I infinitely better than no League and called upon 
I President Wilson and the Democratic Senators to 
J close the deal on that basis and go in. If the reser- 
I vations proved too drastic and hurtful to effective 
j operation of the League's machinery, the American 
I people would have it in their power to modify or 
\ withdraw theuL 

President Wilson's second and final refusal of 

that overture was given in March, 1920. Pro-League 

Republican support of the Treaty on any other basis 

than the Lodge reservations practically ended with 

. that refusal 

" "Millions of pro-League Republicans who had been 
eager to sink partisan considerations and ,vote the 
Democratic ticket if necessary to gain assurance of 
continued world peace, saw in that breakdown of 
Democratic statesmanship the passing of the last 
hope of our entry into the League through the con- 
tinuance of that leadership in power, and distinctly 
as friends of the League of Nations^ they desired to 
entrust the government to other hands and another 
party. 



THE GREAT DECEPTION 25 

There was something more than this. They be- 
lieved, whether rightly or wrongly, that that arbi- 
trary and deHberately chosen failure was made with 
the purpose of risking the entire vital question of 
the entry of our country into the League of Nations 
and the sacred and immeasurable interests of man- 
kind involved in it, to the perils of a partisan polit- 
ical campaign in which the entire vital question 
might, through the injection of entirely irrelevant 
questions, be lost against the actual will of the 
people, and that it was for partisan advantage. 

With that in their minds all thought of advancing 
the cause of world peace by a temporary abandon- 
ment of party lines was completely dissipated. They 
became eager for the banishment from power of 
Democratic leadership and desired to entrust the 
entire question to the constructive statesmanship of 
the Republican party under the leadership of a Ee- 
publican President. 

They also felt that with the handicap of the gen- 
eral unpopularity of Article X, the success of the 
Democratic ticket in the election was not a probabil- 
ity to be considered, and the hopes of League ratifica- 
tion lay with a winning and not a losing party. 

Here may I remind the reader that I am not trying 
to express my personal views, though no doubt I am 
influenced by them since I am not other than human. 
I am writing history — the history of the development 
of pro-League Republican opinion. I am merely try- 
ing to call in review certain correlated facts and 
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point to the conclusions which they arbitrarily en- 
force. 

Aside from the reasons given and the far more 
important ones to follow the one now to be stated, a 
sufficient explanation of the pro-League BepubUcan 
vote for Senator Harding may be found in the well 
known fact that the most popular Bepublican lead- 
ers, who were also the men in the party of the great- 
est international fame, themselves ardent support- 
ers of our entry into the League of Nations with res- 
ervations, urged support of the party ticket dis- 
tinctly upon the ground that the best if not the only 
hope of our entry into the League was in the success 
of the party in the election and its consequent return 
to control in the national administration. 

Conspicuous among these leaders were William 
Howard Taft, then the only living ex-President and 
the party standard bearer in the 1912 national elec- 
tion, and Charles Evans Hughes, the party stand- 
ard bearer who in 1916 barely missed election to the 
presidency. Another was Elihu Boot, eminent Be- 
publican leader and counsellor, regarded by many 
here and abroad the foremost American statesman. 
Added to these were all but one of the most popular 
candidates for the presidential nomination in com- 
petition with Senator Harding. These include Her- 
bert Hoover, Leonard D. Wood, Frank 0. Lowden 
and Nicholas Murray Butler, all of whom at that time 
favored our going into the League upon some 
basis of reservations, leaving Hiram Johnson the 
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one solitary but loudly protesting figure opposing.* 

With these towering leaders urging the course in 
the interests of their own cause, is anything more 
needed to explain why pro-League Republicans voted 
for Harding! 

But there are other and equally impressive rea^ 
sons which, though they stood alone without the sup- 
port of this important one, should fully satisfy. 

Indeed, if all the foregoing reasons for the vote 
should fail to convince, there is another and abso- 
lutely reliable road by which we may arrive at a con- 
clusive answer to the question suggested in the chap- 
ter title. It is by a way which though entirely dif- 
ferent is not contradictory since it is only another 
and better defined highway to the same destination, 
by which we would reach it if the other roads did not 
exist. ' 

By this road we will seek to arrive at a very defi- 
nite answer to the question. We will hope to reach it 
by a way so well defined that it will be impossible 
for any reasonable and unbiased mind to lose the 
way or question the place of arrival when the conclu- 
sion is reached. 

Beside the fact that they were Republicans and or- 
dinarily voted the ticket from long-held and well- 
defined choice and habit and were so advised by their 
most trusted leaders, and were much dissatisfied 

* Note: The names of Senator Borah and the few other irrecon- 
cilables who supported Senator Johnson's candidacy are omitted be- 
cause they were not popular candidates for the nomination and would 
be lonesome beside the great list of eminent supporters of the other 
candidates. 
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with Democratic policy, what were the inducements 
to vote the Republican ticket that held the loyal sup- 
port of millions of pro-League Republicans who for 
more than a year had urged that we enter the League 
either with the Lodge or milder reservations f For 
it must be remembered that in this election as in no 
other since the birth of the party, if we exclude the 
disastrous 1912 party split, the day of election was 
approached by the thoughtful with serious question- 
ing and searching because of certain misinterpreted 
declarations by Senator Harding and other disquiet- 
ing statements to which we will later give consider- 
ation. 

The questioning took something like this form, 
* * Can I on the League of Nations issue vote the Re- 
publican ticket!^' 

We will now consider the perfectly natural answer 
in the inducements which, entirely aside from the 
conclusive ones before stated, they found sufficient to 
overcome every objection. The road is a short one. 
It can be measured by minutes expressed in one 
figure. 

In all national elections in this country there are 
w three influences which are supposed to, more than 
, any others, determine the voters* aQegiance or dis- 
.sent. They are the platform of the party, the party 
record and the personal popularity and public utter- 
ances of the candidate. 

As to the platform — ^In five very able letters in a 
great newspaper, *' A Pro-League Republican *' very 
recently put up a good argument to show that a right 
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application of the Republican party platform ex- 
pression upon the subject **niust inevitably lead us 
into the League of Nations.*' For a man too busy 
to read the five articles there is a short-cut to the 
same conclusion, or to a strong emphasis to the oon- 
.clusion, by a line of reasoning quite different from 
that presented in the five letters. This I beg the 
reader to take with me in a single paragraph as a 
preface to the few minutes which I will then ask him 
to devote to something far more important to the de- 
termination of the true meaning of the unprece- 
dented Harding vote. 

The Republican platform expression upon the 
question was a compromise in reluctant concession to 
the League of Nations* severest critics to avoid a 
threatened revolt in the Convention and a party split 
by a band of recognized and naturally much feared 
party wreckers who had twice defeated the party's 
success in a national election. It therefore did not 
reflect nearly so strongly as it would but for that ex- 
ercise of necessary diplomacy, the actual sentiment 
of either the Resolutions Committee or the Conven- 
tion, both of which favored a full and unqualified en- 
dorsement of the Republican Senate stand for the 
League with the Lodge reservations. But despite 
that handicap it was a distinct pledge to the people 
to join with the other nations of the world in some 
effective union for the prevention of war. More than 
that, the people, eagerly reading the newspapers, 
were well informed that the actual sentiment of Com- 
mittee and' Convention was not fully nor accurately 
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expressed in the platform, and generally voted for 
what they understood to be the actual sentiment. If 
the oompromise platform declaration would lead us 
into the League of Nations, the real and well under- 
stood sentiment of Committee and Convention which 
,a great majority of Republican voters accepted and 
approved as the Bepublican faith, would with much 
more certainty do so. 

The short path we have now taken has brought us 
naturaUy to the much more significant and vastly 
more important proposition, to which I request the 
reader's thoughtful consideration. 

The party platform no doubt had its influence upon 
the voters. But in that campaign, as always in 
national political campaigns, the record of the ef- 
forts and achievements of the party weighed in the 
voters' decision far more than mere platform ex- 
pressions which are known to be primarily intended 
and carefully prepared for vote-catching and, in the 
progress of the campaign are soon forgotten. What 
was the party record on the question of world peace I 
It was this, that the Republican Senate leaders had 
twice made a distinct and definite proposal that we 
enter the League of Nations with the Lodge reser- 
vations and gave the proposal the tremendous em- 
phasis of twice passing it by substantial majorities 
in the Senate. If that proposal had been accepted 
the United States would now be a member of the 
League of Nations with ample provisions for the 
preservation of peace. 

The Democratic record was the rejection of that 
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compromise proposal and insistence upon what was 
known to be impossible of realization, since it could 
not command the vote to ratify, the retention in the 
Covenant of Article X practically without reserva- 
tion. The Democratic Convention endorsed the rec- 
ord of that rejection. Those records of the two 
parties thus became, in the minds of the voters and 
in fact, the dominant issue of the campaign. 

It must be conceded that the minds of the voters \ 
in general, in so far as they were influenced by the 
question, were thus made up upon the basis of the 
records of the two parties and therefore on the Re- 
publican side were in support of the Republican 
Senate contention and vote for our. entry into the 
League of Nations with the Lodge reservations. 

The last vestige of opposition to this conclusion 
must yield when it is considered that their adoption 
was the one outstmdinff and toweringly conspictwus 
act of the party dwarfing into insignificance all 
others since the termination of the war, which act 
was discussed from one end of the land to the dther 
as no question has been discussed svnce the Armis- 
tice, and as no one Senate act has been discussed 
\ since the American Constitution brought the Senate 
into being. For months it gripped and held the at- 
tention of the entire country. If that is not the rec- 
ord of the party upon that question, what is I 

To make it appear that the Republican vote was 
against that record and against the other influences 
named, all pointing the same way, and thus a repu- 
diation of the League of Nations in its entirety, ia 
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the great deception under which many excellent 
people have innocently fallen. 

In so far as that issue influenced the voters and 
contributed to Senator Harding's landslide major- 
ity, we may rightly claim from him as a fair recog- 
nition of that vote, consideration for the League of 
Nations qualified by those reservations. 

But since Senator Harding in his campaign 
speeches somewhat differently defined his position 
with respect to the League of Nations, we may con- 
sider our entry with those reservations not so dis- 
tinct an issue and not an unqualified issue in respect 
to the question of peace, and look to his public utter- 
ances, , t hough withou t Hnnhf. fliA p artv record wa s 
the deTerminin gf actor with most voter s. Into the 
consideration of Senator Harding's position we will 
enter more fully in another chapter. For the pur- 
pose of the completeness of this chapter it is enough 
to say that whenever he referred to a possible new 
association of nations, its inseparable companion in 
all his utterances, was revision of the existing 
League * 4f it has been so entwined and interwoven 
into the peace of Europe that its good must be pre- 
served. ' ' And the full though not generally known 
text of his much maligned Des Moines speech shows 
that to be no exception. The suflScient proof of it is 
that Mr. Harding has publicly said so himself. 
Without doubt he would not hesitate to say it now. 

The question would thus seem to be, has it been 
so entwined and interwoven? 

If the answer is yes, then there would naturally 
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follow this other question — ^will the nations of 
Europe consent to revision or reservations that will 
offer such safeguards to American independence as 
will satisfy our people! 

If the answer is no, then the campaign promises 
of President Harding and the pledge in the platform, 
to say nothing of the party record, must lead to some 
other effective union of nations for the preservation 
of world peace. Pro-League Repuhlicans care little 
whether it be known as League or Association — or 
International Court **with teeth in it^' as Senator 
Harding promised, if only it achieves the end for 
which it must be designed, world peace and inter- 
national justice. 

But pro-League Eepublicans would have this made^ 
very plain — ^If the platform and candidate were each 
half for new association and half for existing 
League, and the record of the party, more com- 
pelling in deJBining the voters ^ position than both to- 
gether, was not merely overwhelmingly but all for it, 
pro-League Republicans who voted the ticket cannot 
see how it can be made to appear that their vote was 
against the League. 

They are not against the League nor are they 
against a new association. With that distinctly un- - 
derstood, there appears to be in their minds a readi- j 
ness to follow President Harding in whom they have 
large confidence, either into the League or into a 
new association of nations that will give equal or 
better promise of world peace and better safeguards 
to American independence, if it have the sanction of 
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the statesmansliip of the world and the support of 
two-thirds of the Senate — ^failing either of which it 
cannot be bom. 

But they would stubbornly refuse to go into a new 
association of nations upon the false and utterly 
untenable ground that it is a mandate from the 
people, to concede which they would consider a hu- 
miUating reflection upon their own intelligence. 

What they distinctly did v ote against was the 
Covenant ofthe League of Natiniifl (urllMoughtpyer^ 

pTmr-paris'^ and ^^thoae oMigatim^^/^ iTi^yinding 

ArtioTe ^, of which Senator Harding said he sought 
"not clarffication but rejection. Mid would never ac- 
^ra^Jbut„58Pjal(L^ on. Since leading 

strongly pro-League Democrats in this country and 
likewise the nations of Europe are now disposed to 
the same rejection, it would seem that Mr. Harding *s 
views have to that extent already triumphed. 

Pro-League Eepublicans in general feel safe with 
the President their millions of votes helped to elect 
with an unprecedented majority, in the confidence 
that he, the ** sure-footed*' man, as his Ohio neigh- 
bors describe him, would be the last to plunge his 
country into an undertaking to create a new associa- 
tion of nations without very carefully making sure, 
first, that it will have the assent of the best Amer- 
ican minds and the fairly united support of the 
American people ; second, tiiat the nations of Europe 
will join us in it ; third, that two-thirds of the Senate 
will ratify it, and, last and most important of all, 
that it will be effective to achieve the end for which 
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alone its creation can be justified, the preservation 
of peace. 

Did he not through all his campaign take great 
pains to make and to emphasize -with frequent reit- 
eration all those promises I With what stubborn de- 
termination have some very good people insisted 
upon misunderstanding him I Bead the full text of 
his utterances and see. 

No one knows better than he and his able Secre- 
tary of State and Cabinet, that to attempt to real- 
ize a new association of nations (which must involve 
an abandonment of the League) and fail either to 
put his undertaking through or give to the world in 
what he brings into being an effective instrument 
for the preservation of peace, would be to his own 
everlasting humiliation in which our country must 
be deeply involved, , 

If for lack of the support of the nations of Eu- ( 
rope or of the Senate, or for any reason, a new as- 
sociation of nations cannot be or is not bom, pro- ; 
League Bepublicans rest in the confidence that the i 
promises of President BCarding, the platform of his 
party, and beyond all else the party record combine 
in a solemn pledge to the people of the only ade- 
quate immediate alternative, the entry of the United 
States into the League of Nations with the Lodge 
reservations, or such revision of them as the changed 
conditions may require and two-thirds of the Sen- ! 
ate may approve. 

But whatever may have been their contention at 
other times they do not now contend, in so far as I 
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have been able to learn what is in their minds,* that 
entry into the League with the Lodge or any other 
reservations is the only course now worthy of 
thought. There may be something better and they 
retain the open and inquiring mind. I have been 
merely calling in review the facts which indisputably 
show that that is what the people voted for in order 
that there be no misconception of the truth, and to 
keep it in line for adoption in the event it is found 
that nothing as good or better can be achieved. 

Put in one short sentence, the vote of the average 
Republican was against the League as it then ex- 
isted, 1)ut for it as the Eepublican reservations would 
make it, or its equivalent in an association of nations. 

*N6te: When expression is anywhere herein made of what the 
writer believes to be the views of pro-League Bepublieans^ the ref- 
erence is to them as a class and is not intended to include all its mem- 
bers, and particularly not those who upon conscientious grounds joined 
the * * Independent Republican ' ' movement in support of Governor Cox. 

Publisheb's Note: The author's qualifications to express their 
viewpoint were recently vouched for by several nationally known 
pro-League Bepublieans in a letter to President Harding in which 
he was requested to read ''as a supplement to your conferences with 
eminent authorities upon international relations/' an expression of 
views upon this subject from the author's pen. To this request 
they added, ''There is probably no man who more than he accurately 
represents the point of view of the great majority of pro-League 
Republicans who cordially supported your election." This letter, 
which originated in the West, was signed by William Allen White of 
Kansas, Bay Lyman Wilbur, President of Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity, Lyman J. Gage, Secretary of the Treasury under McKinley 
and Roosevelt, M. L. Burton, President of Michigan University, Ar- 
nold B. Hall of the University of Wisconsin and Charles F. Thwing 
of Western Reserve University. A non-partisan endorsement of this 
letter was sent to the President with the signatures of Arthur Curtiss 
James, Major George Haven Putnam, Frank Crane, and the Rev. Drs. 
Cadman, Van De Water and Boynton of New York, Mrs. Philip North 
Moore of Missouri, Charles H. Richards of New Jersey, and Dr. F. E. 
Clark, Francis G. Peabody and Samuel Homer Woodbridge of Massa- 
chusetts. 
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What pro-League Republicans and the people in 
general in onr own country and throughout the 
world would not tolerate and would not forgive, 
would be a falling back into doing nothing, — con- 
tinued isolation which would mean destruction to 
onr own financial, conunercial and industrial pros- 
perity, destruction to the world in which we mnst 
be inextricably involved and the end of hope for 
world peace. They would not tolerate a repetition 
of the deplorable failure of the last administration 
which, by rejection of the only possible basis of com- 
promise, by which we might enter the League of 
Nations, achieved in the way of our participation as 
a nation with other nations in the preservation of 
peace — ^nothing at all. 

That is what threw the tremendous pro-League 
vote to Harding. 

They expect no repetition of that failure after 
that lesson. 

In the confidence that their votes elected a man 
who is responsive to the people's will, they have no 
fears that he will in the final outcome disappoint 
reasonable expectation. In another chapter we will 
hear what he says. 



CHAPTER m. 

PACTS AND THE CONCLUSIONS THEY COMPEU 

IP some too hurried reader labors under the mis- 
taken impression that the conclusion reached in 
the preceding chapter is based upon argument 
rather than upon facts, a brief partial resume may 
convince him of his error. 

The pro-League and average Eepublican faith 
that the success of the party in the election meant 
our entry into the League with reservations had for 
foundation the facts which here follow: 

Fact One: The party platform, though a compro- 
mise in reluctant concession to the Johnson element 
to avoid a threatened party split, left the door 
equally open for our entry into a modified League 
\ or into a new association of nations and did in fact 
\ emphatically approve the act of Eepublican Sen- 
\ators in their vote to enter the League with the 
Lodge reservations, as will appear in quotations in 
another chapter, though as an act of discretion it 
refrained from a distinct mention of those reser- 
vations. 

Fact Two : Every intelligent and interested votet 
who read the newspapers was informed that the 
actual sentiment of the Besolutions Committee and 

38 
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of the Convention favored a strong and unequivocal 
endorsement of the Lodge reservations as the con- 
dition of oTir entry into the League of Nations, and 
only the unhappy memory of the fatal 1912 party 
defection and the fear of its repetition prevented 
the inclusion of that endorsement in the platform. 

Fact Three : The greatest and most popular lead- 
ers in the party in loyal and earnest support of 
Senator Harding^s election assured them that our 
entry into the League of Nations would be the re- 
sult of Republican success. In another chapter this 
will be conclusively shown. 

Fact Four: Senator Harding himself held out the 
promise of our entry into the existing League modi- 
fied and revised, if the peace of Europe should re- 
quire it 

Fact Five: The party record, always more influ- 
ential in the determination of the vote than all the 
promises of Convention platform or campaign ora- 
tors, was in respect to that question, distinctly, un- 
qualifiedly and wholly for our entry into the League 
of Nations with strong qualifying reservations, and 
for nothing else whatever. 

Fact Six: Not only their advisers, but the great 
majority of Republican voters from one end of the 
land to the other, had themselves for nearly two 
years insisted that we enter the League with the 
reservations supported by the Republican Senators. 

Fact Seven: All the foregoing facts are exactly 
the kind of facts that influence and decide the voter ^s 
course in a national election. 
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All these indisputable facts combine to force the 
unbiased mind to accept as a logical and necessary 
inference that other fact that the great majority of 
the unparalleled vote that made Senator Harding 
President, was cast in obedience to the seven facts 
above recited, in favor of our entry into the existing 
League of Nations qualiJBied by the Lodge reserva- 
tions, or such revision of them as the changed world 
conditions may require and two-thirds of the Senate 
may approve. 

Will any one in opposition (instead of mere dec- 
laration and dogmatic dictum which proves noth- 
ing but the writer's or speaker's zeal) publicly and 
accurately quote the paragraphs which set forth 
* * facts ' ' three, four, jBive and six, the most important 
of the seven, and undertake to refute them? 

But there are some six milUon voters we have 
overlooked. The voters for the Democratic candi- 
date were also American citizens. It is not dis- 
puted that they were almost all for the League with 
much less than the Lodge reservations. They, too, 
must be counted in arriving at the truth as to Amer- 
ican opinion and the mandate of the American vote 
in the 1920 national election. We must therefore 
add six million votes to the Republican count for 
the League of Nations. 

If the great majority of the total vote of both 
parties means the mandate of the American people 
for some effective and permanent union with other 
nations for the preservation of peace, by whatever 
name it may be called (and it can mean no less), it 
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is quite contrary to the present contention of the 
irreconcilables, who claim that they dominated the 
election, and is all we seek to establish or would ask 
of this administration. 

All the foregoing facts unite to make to the rea- 
soning mind an irrefutable demonstration of the* 
truth that the great majority of the Bepublican 
voters cast their votes with the understanding that 
they were cast in favor of the League of Nations with 
Americanizing reservations. 

But there is another line of facts pointing to the 
same conclusion which will appeal more strongly to 
the mind which delights to reason in the figures of 
arithmetic. If the preceding facts are conclusive 
that Republicans must inevitably have so voted, what 
we now propose to offer is unprejudiced testimony 
that they did so vote. 

In this line of evidence may be considered the 
poll very recently taken by the National Economic 
League, the President of which happens to be a dis- 
tinguished Republican. The poll was upon several 
questions three of which are particularly interest- 
ing in their relation to the question under discus- 
sion. The three questions and the result of the- poll 
upon each here follow: 

Question I. Should the United States refrain from 
joining any association of nations for the preserva- 
tion of peace I Upon this question the poll was 
84% in favor of joining to 16% against. 

II. Should the United States enter the existing 
League of Nations with such modifications as were 
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approved by the United States Senate! The poll 
upon this question was 61% for to 39% against. It 
should here be had in mind that a large percentage 
of the 39% against may have been and probably 
were Democrats and Independent Eepublicans whose 
negative vote meant that they favor the League of 
Nations but reject the Lodge reservations, and 
whose votes if the truth were known would be 
counted more strongly for the League than those of 
the 61%. 

m. Should the United States become a party to 
the Root-Phillimore Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice adopted by the Assembly of the 
League and now referred to member nations for 
ratification ! In emphatic and impressive reply, the 
poll stood 93% for to 7% against. 

Equally interesting and significant is the country- 
wide poll of women voters taken by The Womcm 
Citizen, a weekly publication of New York City. 
The result of the poU made known in July, just in 
time for the last touch of revision of this book, in- 
dicates that an overwhelming majority of women 
voters, whether they cast their ballots for Senator 
Harding or for Governor Cox, believed that they 
were voting in the interests of the entry of the 
United States into the existing League of Nations. 

The great interest taken in the canvass is strik- 
ingly shown by the fact that in response to che four 
issues in which the blank ballots have been printed 
up to the time of this writing, the replies have 
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equaled almost a third of the entire weekly eircula- 
tion of the magazine. 

The form of the questions are, **Did you vote 
the ticket [Republican or Democratic] believing the 
United States would join the League of Nations in 
some formf and this, **Did you vote the ticket 
[Republican or Democratic] believing the United 
States would not join the League of Nations in any 
forml" 

In every State, with the exception of Indiana and 
Utah, the result of the poll was more than 90% in 
expression of belief that the result would be entry 
into the League. The average poll in all States 
without separation upon party lines, was 92.5% for 
to 7.5% against. 

In Massachusetts and New York the percentage 
for the League was 94, in Connecticut, 93. The 
total returns from Utah and Indiana (in which 
States was the lowest percentage of vote for the 
League) were so small that they had scarcely any 
effect on the total result since the highest percent- 
age for the League given by any State (94%) ap- 
pears to be only 1%% larger than the average per- 
centage in the total from all the States, Utah and 
Indiana included. This remarkable uniformity in 
the average is very significant. Nothing could bet- 
ter show the substantial accuracy of the poll as a 
gauge of the actual sentiment. 

The Woman Citizen^ s poll of the Republican vot- 
ers throughout the country when separated from 
the other vote, shows that nearly four-fifths of them 
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had cast their ballots for Senator Harding in the 
belief that they were voting for the entry of the 
United States into the League of Nations. 

It may be said that this was a poll taken by a 
publi(5ation which was favorable to tiie League, Be 
Jit so, it shows that about four-fifths of its Bepublican 
readers voted for Harding in the belief that in so 
doing they voted for our entry into the League of 
Nations. In so far as that is an indication that 
''the Republicans in general (nearly all of whom were 
in favor of entering the League when the election 
campaign began) continued their allegiance to the 
party and voted for its candidate in the belief that 
his election would mean our entry into the League, 
it is a complete vindication of the interpretation 
put upon all the facts which this volume has mar- 
shaled in review. For our claim from title page to 
conclusion is this and only this, that the great ma- 
jority of the Eepublican voters, once for the League 
of Nations in some form, were still for it in some 
form on election day and voted in expectation that 
the success of their party would result in our entry 
into the League of Nations with reservations. 

K that view of the vote is sustained and proved to 
be the true one, then to make it appear that Senator 
Harding's seven million majority was against the 
League of Nations is indeed The Great Deception 
which we assert it to be. 

This last line of facts is not only interesting but 
very impressive and must be admitted to be a strong 
reenforcement of all the other evidences which have 
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been offered. But the impregnable line of facts pre- 
ceding them in this review is far more conclusive. 
This is limited, the other is comprehensive and em- 
' braces the land from one end to the other. A skep- 
tic may say of this that it may be exceptional, or that 
it is representative of a few or of a class and there- 
fore it is not conclusive. But it cannot be disputed 
that the other is general and representative of the 
entire party, not as individuals but as a party. 

The great Bepublican leaders who advised the 
voters that Senator Harding's election would insure 
,our entry into the League, were as representative 
•of the party as the most popular leadership could 
make them. By recent choice of the people one of 
them is now the Vice President of the nation and an- 
other the Governor of the greatest State in the union. 
By President Harding's appointment one is now 
the Secretary of State, another an influential mem- 
ber of the Cabinet. Another has declined a cab- 
inet appointment. By the same designation three 
are abroad in important administration service and 
another the Chief Justice of the United States. An- 
other, still at the top in the highest rank of elder 
statesmanship in the party, excelled in international 
repute by no citizen of our Republic, has been sin- 
gled out from the few foremost Americans and called 
by representatives of the highest world authorities 
to distinguished and exceptional international re- 
sponsibility and service. Of the two whose voices 
were silent as to public expression because of re- 
strictions imposed by official position but whose 
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views favoring entry into the League with reserva- 
tions were widely known and influential, one is now 
the General of the Armies, the other the first and 
most popular Admiral of the Navy. 

The platform was not the platform of a faction 
but of the whole party in promise of union with the 
other nations in an * international association'' 
"^through which * * the nations pledged to do and insist 
upon what is just and fair may exercise their in- 
fluence and power for the prevention of war. ' ' The 
voice of the candidate was not the voice of a faction 
ox sectional leader but of the party's chief in solemn 
pledge of our entry either into the League or into 
an association of nations that will insure peace to 
manMnd. 

r The record was that of the whole party and upon 
the question of our joining the League with reserva- 
tions was yes and only yes, without essential change 
from the time the Treaty was fairly before the Sen- 
ate until Congress adjourned to prepare for the na- 
tional election. The party itself, not here and there 
a faction or a clique, but the party £is a party (and 
what is a party but the great phalanx of its voters?) 
stood for many months preceding the election, as 
did ijts Congress, for the League with reseivations. 

Factions, coteries and cliques in the Senate and 
elsewhere may have faced the other way and loudly 
proclaimed their rebellion, but the party stood firm. 

These are facts — undeniable facts. Here again 
we might challenge any skeptic to refute the state- 
ment that they are facts. From these facts which \ 



THE GREAT DECEPTION 47 

cannot be impeached, the only sane conclnsion is 
that the millions of men and women who faced that 
way for two years before the election must have 
faced the same way when they cast an American 
ballot on election day, unless there are conclusive 
proofs to show a complete reversal in the short pe- 
riod between the time when they were known to face 
that way and the day they elected Harding. 

There are no proofs of any such reversal. 

Because, in the face of aU those facts and in vain 
and unreasoning denial of all that compelling influ- 
ence, a few very conspicuous platform headliners, 
braced by a storm of German-Irish anti-League ap- I 
plause, declared that the election of Harding meant 
the scrapping of the League, and now declare that 
the entire idea of any association of nations is like- 
wise scrapped, is no reason why any sane and un- 
prejudiced mind should believe them or despair of 
our early and effective union with other nations for 
the preservation of peace and the assurance of in- 
ternational justice. 

But while this first line of facts is supreme in im- 
portance and impregnable in convincing power, the 
second line of facts is only in the formation stage. 
The reenforcements are being reenforced. Like 
facts are occurring every day and in accumulated 
power as time goes on they are yet to become as 
convincing as the other. That they are cumulative 
and will continue to be cumulative in larger and yet 
larger volume will be more and more evidenced until 
the decision is reached in action by the President 
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and the Senate. All over the country it is a rising 
voice, growing and to continue growing in greater 
volume and stronger and more convincing tones. It 
is the duty and should be the pleasure of every pub- 
lic spirited citizen to make his voice heard, for or 
against, in accord with his own honest conviction. 

Pulpits, platforms, universities, student bodies, so- 
cieties of workmen, chambers of commerce and great 
business, industrial, financial, educational, religious 
and other bodies and assemblies throughout the land 
will speak again as they once spoke before, and this 
time their voice will be listened to and obeyed. 

What that united voice will demand and what that 
demand will receive in answer will be adoption of 
the peace plan finally proposed by this administra- 
tion — ^if it satisfies the wisdom, the conscience and 
the heart of the American people. That it may do 
that, it must secure the assent of the statesmanship 
of Europe and respond to the long deferred and 
often disappointed hopes of mankind. Will it be 
the League, modified and revised, or a new associa- 
tion of nations? Time and, it is to be hoped, the 
combined wisdom of American and European states- 
manship, backed by the united support of American 
and world sentiment will decide. 

If I may here address a paragraph or two to 
President Harding, I would say with very genuine 
respect, — ^If influenced, as any man in like situation 
naturally would be, by your own strong opposition 
to the League and desire to father and bring into 
being some other society of nations to supplant it, 
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you have accepted the hearty applause which 
greeted your severe criticism and rejection of the 
superstate features of the Covenant and the great 
vote by which you were elected, as conclusive evi- 
dence that the will of the American people is total 
rejection of the League, would it not be the part of 
wisdom to entirely review the question, giving with 
the judicial and open mind which you fortunately 
possess, very full consideration to the facts herein 
presented, and the influence they must have exerted 
in contribution to the phenomenal vote you received t 

Is it a safe conclusion to assume that in rejection 
of the advice of their most popular leaders that 
your election meant the fairest opportunity for our 
entry into that League upon some fair basis of com- 
promise, your own oft repeated promise that the 
good in it should have fair consideration and all the 
other influences we have cited, they reversed their 
well known attitude and voted a mandate to scrap 
the League? 

Let us consider this question with open minds to 
the end. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FBOMISES AND WABNINOS OF HABDINO AND THE 

FLATFOBM. 



W 



Light on the Des Moines Speech. 

E haye^seen that the platform of thft Repph- 
hcan party, its framers politicallYjblack- 
Jacked in the Comin ittee room mto^ subniis- 
sion toTl deinaniSr not to_commit tiie Convention to 
'aTspecific declaration in favor of the Lodge reserva- 
fiDnH;'l<6ft~the' way eq^ the formation 

■^f a new aBSucialiogW easting 

"ICeague of Nations with safeguarding reservations. 
!But it did m6rei£anl;hat. It distinctly pledged the 
administration, which the party *s success in the elec- 
tion would put into the place of power, to bring 
about, not in selfish and futile isolation, but in union 
with other nations, whether its name be association 
or league, some erection of power which should be 
effective for the preservation of peace and the con- 
servation of the great interests of civilization and 
mankind. 

Is not that all that the friends of world peace 
should demand? 

If the pledges of the party platform are kept 
(astraddle to save the party harmony though the 
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platform was), there will be no failure to legislate 
and make full and effective use of American diplo- 
macy for the stabilization of a fast disintegrating 
world and the prevention of war. 

To quote the actual words of the platform, it 
pledged ** agreement among the nations to preserve 
the peace JSf the world'' and '^such agreements~with 
the" other nations of the world as shall meet the full 
duty of America to civiiization and humanityr^ And 
that promised agreement among the nations it 
termed an ** international association'' through 
which **the nations pledged to do and insist v/pon 
what is just and fair may exercise their influence 
a/nd power for the prevention of war. ' ' , J 

The italics in the foregoing quotations are mine 
with intent to fix attention to words that have a defi- 
nite and important meaning in the connection in 
which they occur — ^t6 ^'insist upon'^ and to exert 
not merely influence but also ^^ power for the pre- 
vention of war." 

Senator Harding, whether he spoke of existing 
League, new association of nations or international 
court, pledged as much. 

That is all that pro-League Bepublicans ask. 
They will be content with no less. 

Licidentally, though the Lodge reservations were, 
for the sake of preventing Senators Johnson and 
Borah from executing a threat to wreck the Con- 
vention harmony and perhaps bolt the ticket, not 
endorsed by name in the platform, the platform re- 
cites that the Republican Senators ** performed their 
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duty faithfully,*' and adds, **We approve their con- 
duct and honor their courage and fidelity/* The 
duty they had performed was nothing else than 
support of our entry into the League of Nations with 
the Lodge reservations. 

It was shown in the preceding chapter, I think 
quite conclusively, that the record of the party more 
compelling in the voters' decision than expressions 
of platform and candidate combined, was wholly 
and unqualifiedly for the League of Nations with 
reservations safeguarding American independence 
which were twice passed by the Eepublican major- 
ity in the Senate. 

But, as was said in that chapter, since Senator 
Harding in his campaign speeches somewhat dif- 
ferently defined his position with respect to the 
League of Nations, we may consider our entry with 
those reservations not so distinct an issue and not 
an unqualified issue in respect to the question of 
peace, and look to his public utterances, though with- 
o flt doubt the party record was JMiifitfimaSgTao 
tor with mo st-voters. 

Turning to the personal pledges of the candidate 
and giving due weight to his warnings as well as to 
his pledges, we may rightly claim and confidently 
expect from President Harding the fulfilment of the 
promises made in his public utterances in asking 
for the suffrages of his fellow-citizens. What were 
they? And in what way were they qualified? 

First let us throw some light on the Des Moines 
speech. In the few days which the writer spent in 
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Ohio in the hottest part of the political campaign, 
taking particular pains to inquire he learned from 
some of Senator Harding's intimate friends and po- 
litical supporters, men who were with him wherever 
he spoke in the campaign, including Des Moines, that 
the newspaper reports of that speech were grossly 
misleading, in that the important and qualifying con- 
text was entirely omitted. 

When he said in that speech that what he desired 
was not interpretation or clarification, but rejec- 
tion — ^that he wanted to turn his back on those obli- 
gations; he also said (which was the part not re- 
ported), the same that he said in his important dec- 
laration of August 28th, and in other addresses, this : 
**If the League which has hitherto rivetted our con- 
siderations and apprehensions, has been so entwined 
and interwoven into the peace of Europe, that its 
good must be preserved in order to stabilize the 
peace of that continent, then it can be amended or 
revised. ' ' 

Moreover, Senator Harding himself publicly said 
that the speech was misrepresented and the reports 
of it misleading in the way above stated. But, as is 
usual in such cases, the correction was not able to 
outrun, the half-truth which in effect was a whole lie, 
which got the start at Des Moines, 

The newspaper correspondents, with the trained 
instinct for news, could see in his Des Moines si>eech 
only the striking and new. In fact, what he said on 
the other side he had made so plain and had empha- 
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sized so often, they probably saw no need to report 
it anew. 

Whatever may be the position of the President 
now, Senator Harding never said in the public nt- 
teraSces of the campaign, not even in the garbled 

""fep^flS' of his 'speech at Des Moines, that he would 
reject and turn his Tjack on the League of Nations. 

^What he said was that hejnshed to reject and turn 
his back on ^ [those obligations.^' What were those 
obligations? He named them in that very speech, 
when he said that he would never accept the bbliga- 

*tions ofTArjM X.^ He^aUtliat he would never ac- 
cept the League oTl^^LiioixB^'^TifdugM ff^ 
Presidef^WUsqny'^^^^^^^^J^^ said in that same 

speech that, if necessary, he would accept the good 
in the League of Nations with the bad cast out. 

The League of Nations ** brought from Paris by 
President Wilson, ' * and rejected by the Senate, was 
a very different thing from the League of Nations 
as qualified by the Lodge reservations and approved 
by a^eat majority of Eepublican Senate votes. 
' But there were serious warnings as well as prom- 
ises in the campaign utterances of President Hard- 
ing. Some of the warnings may be found in the 
foregoing quotations. Perhaps the most serious of 
his warnings, the severest and at the same time the 
most just criticism or condemnation of the existing 
League of Nations is found in his most important 
pre-election address, that of August 28th, when he 
said: 
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**We know that the League constituted at Ver- 
sailles is utterly impotent as a preventative of wars. 
It is so obviously impotent that it has not even been 
tried. It could not survive a single test. The orig- 
inal League, ndstakenly conceived and unreason- 
ably insisted upon, has undoubtedly passed beyond 
the possibility of restoration. The maturer judg- 
ment of the world wiU be that it deserved to pass 
for the very simple reason that contrary to all of 
the tendencies developed by the civilizing processes 
of the world, it rested upon the power of might, not 
right. ' * 

But in the same address in which he made that in- 
dictment of the League, the justice of the concluding 
line of which I do not deny, he also gave expression 
to the words quoted in a preceding paragraph in 
this chapter, referring to the possible necessity of 
stabilizing the peace of Europe by preserving the 
good in the League, and added, ^H hen it can be 
jmeadedjor revisftfl so th at jsgajoa^ still ^^ a rem- 
-panf nf wnrlfi fi.f[pirR tions in 1919 builde d^jntoT the 
world's highest concepti on of helpful coo peration in 
the jltimate realiz ation.' ' 

If I make frequent reference to that expression I 
follow a distinguished precedent, for Senator Hard- 
ing gave it unusual emphasis by doing the same thing 
with that same paragraph. 

It must not be overlooked that conspicuous among 
his warnings, in allusion to the Senate vote to ratify 
the Treaty with the Lodge reservations, he said : 
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**It was with that feeling of sympathy and desire 
to serve, that most reluctantly and with grave mis- 
givings, as I announced at the time, I voted to accept 
the League covenant with reservations designed to 
preserve our essential liberty of action. The rec- 
ord is made, and under the same conditions, con- 
fronted by the same alternative, I should vote now 
as I voted then. But the conditions have changed. 
Experience has brought enlightenment.'' 

That is one of the most unfavorable of his expres- 
sions in respect to our entry into the League of Na- 
tions. But it should not be taken alone, for a few 
minutes later in the same address he gave utterance 
to the oft-repeated expression of the possibility, 
which seemed always to be in his mind, of the peace 
of Europe being so involved in the League of Na- 
tions that its good must be preserved. 

It is true that the conditions have changed. But 
if in the changed conditions the peace of Europe is 
found to be still so involved in it that the two cannot 
be separated, we know what to expect from Presi- 
dent Harding. 

Whether it is or not, that is exactly what nearly 
every strong advocate of the League of Nations be- 
lieved to be true at that time, and they believed and 
still believe that when Senator Harding, as the Presi- 
dent, looks into the conditions in Europe he will 
find the peace of that continent so inextricably in- 
volved in it, that he wiU see to it that under what- 
ever plan for world peace these United States will 
join with the nations of Europe, the good that is 
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in the existing League of Nations mU be preserved. 

It wafi because of that belief as to the actual and 
easily discovered facts and their belief in the sin- 
cerity of that utterance by Senator Harding, that 
they gave him and are now giving him their cordial 
support. If it is found to be not so involved, they 
are quite ready to give their support to any other 
plan that will be a sufficient guarantee of that peace. 

They find encouragement in the following declara- 
tion made by the President in his address to Con- 
gress on April 12th which seems to them consistent 
with aU his promises : — * * The American aspiration, 
indeed, the world aspiration, was an association of 
nations, based upon the application of justice and 
right, binding us in conference and cooperation for 
the prevention of war aud pointing the way to a 
higher civilization and international fraternity in 
which all the world might share.'' 



CHAPTER V. 

OTHEB PBOHISBS AND WABKIKG6. 

AMONG the most unkind of Senator Harding's 
references to the League, and what are re- 
garded by many as the least felicitous of his 
expressions, were his characterizations of it as * * de- 
ceased*' and ^^defuncf A thing that is deceased 
can have value only as a carcass and not as a living, 
vital asset. But the fact that it does mean just that 
is what makes it so inconsistent with his other and 
frequent references to it as a thing that may be 
** modified,'' or ** revised," or that we may **join on 
our own terms," that we must conclude that when 
he so characterized it he had in mind the League 
*^brought over from Paris" and encumbered by 
'* those obligations," and not the thing that might be 
so ** modified" or ** revised" that we might accept it 
or **join on our own terms," for upon no conceiv- 
able terms would we join ourselves to a corpse. 

His public utterances taken as a whole, though 
qualifying, were not contradictory to the party reo^ 
ord. Though they totally rejected the League as 
** brought from Paris by President Wilson" or with 
*' those obligations" which he clearly indicated to 
be the obligations contained in Article X, it is sig- 
nificant that in all his public utterances, even in the 

58 



THE GREAT DECEPTION 59 

much criticized Des Moines speech, when taken in 
its full text, he held out the hope of our entering the 
League of Nations as possible, along with that other 
possibility, a new association of nations. 

In addition to all that we have seen, consider also 
this among his declarations : 

**I have said repeatedly, and I say again, that 
when elected I will immediately summon the best 
minds in America, representing an all-American 
opinion to consult and advise as to America's rela- 
tionship to the present association of nations, to 
modifications of it or substitutes for it.*' Here he 
puts **the present association of nations'' and the 
suggested substitute for it on equal terms and, if 
there is any significance in precedence in the order 
of the mention, the suggestion of modification pre- 
cedes that of substitution. 

But whatever of encouragement he might give to 
the friends of the League of Nations, his political 
foes and many of the Republican friends of the 
League who had joined the ** Independent Eepubli- 
can" movement in support of Governor Cox, could 
give weight to nothing but his denunciation of the 
League and continued to quote the garbled excerpts 
of his Des Moines speech and the biased expressions 
of the irreconcilables who assumed to speak for him, 
as the authoritative and final definition of his po- 
sition. 

Aware of this misinterpretation and annoyed by 
its unfairness and with evident intent to correct it, 
he more than once took pains to say publicly that 
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he had said nothing and wonld say nothing to con- 
iSict with that passage in his important speech of 
Augast 28thy in which he had suggested our possible 
entry into a revised or modified League, 

Not only did he correct the Des Moines misrep- 
resentation, but he gave emphasis to the correction 
and anticipated future half truths that might be put 
forth in statements which would have the full effect 
of whole lies in their influence on the public mind, 
when on October 11th he sent in answer to a tele- 
gram from the editor of an important publication 
in New York in reference to that speedi, this tele- 
graphic reply, ** There has been and will be no 
change from the position of August 28th." 

The writer will not soon forget the deep impres- 
sion of earnestness and sincerity which Senator 
Harding made upon his mind when in one of the last 
days of his campaign in Ohio he heard him intro- 
duce in an impressive address a correction of per- 
sistent misrepresentation with words calculated to 
drive it in so it would stay in the memory, **I have 
said repeatedly and I say again, * ' — ^and then he went 
on to say over again one of the important declara- 
tions which we have quoted in preceding pages. 

In one of his addresses he quoted Viscount Grey 
as saying, ' * The Americans must be told that if they 
will only join the League they can practically name 
their own terms," and added, **I ask is there any 
good reason why we should not avail ourselves of 
this privilege ? ' ' What can * * privilege ' * mean if not 
the enjoyment of its benefits t 
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Mr. Wickersham came from his conference with 
him strong in the belief that he would seek Treaty 
revision. It is significant that Mr. Wickersham 's 
statement was issued from the Harding Campaign 
Bureau. 

In his letter to Dr. Schurman Senator Harding 
made a great advance when he said, ^^I recognize 
that the world's peace is now to a great extent in- 
tertwined with the settlement of Versailles. From 
that settlement I would save all that is good and 
useful.'' But he made it plain that this did not 
necessarily involve our entering the League when 
he immediately added, ^'An association of nations 
for purposes of conference, and a world court with 
jurisdiction of justiciable questions would, I am con- 
fident, now be accepted by all nations.'' 

He continues: "This plan we have been repeat- 
edly assured by European statesmen would meet 
their approval. Mr. Lloyd George has frankly ex- 
pressed opinion that the League of Nations cov- 
enant might well be changed for the better. Cer- 
tainly it is our thought to improve, to save and build 
upon whatever is good rather than to abandon the 
good there is and repudiate the world's aspirations 
for peace." 

On the first Friday after the election the writer 
had the good fortune to have, by appointment, a 
brief half hour with President-Elect Hiarding in 
what was probably the first interview (I hardly dare 
say conference) had with him upon the international 
situation following the people 's verdict. Two very 
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brief sentences which he uttered in that conversation 
impressed me deeply, but, restrained by the thought 
that they might not have been intended for other 
ears, I long refrained from making them public. 
Recently, reading for the second time his public ad- 
dresses, I discovered that they only express in a lit- 
tle better form what he had said to all the reading 
public, and I am constrained to feel that I violate no 
confidence in printing them. They seem to me, in 
some respects, the most significant of his utterances. 
Immediately on leaving his office in the Marion 
** Administration House*' I jotted down his precise 
words, lest a not always reliable memory for exact 
expression might not perfectly retain them. They 
were these, **It has been said that the nations of 
Europe will not consent to revision. I have assur- 
ances that they will.*' The word ^^ revision' ' could 
refer to nothing other than the existing League of 
Nations, for how could he revise an association of 
nations which does not exist? To casual reading 
this may not seem more than that he had under con- 
sideration at that time revision of the League as one 
of the possibilities. But viewed in connection with 
his other utterances it must mean at least this, that 
(provided it does not take first place in his plans at 
the outset) if substitution fails or for any reason is 
abandoned, then this, a revised League of Nations, 
the companion in all his propositions of the suggested 
substitute (an association of nations), shall have 
the largest place in his plans — ^unless he shall decide 
to give the party record equal weight with his cam- 
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paigB ntterances and adopt the Leagae with the 
Lodge reservations. 

It would be a manifest breach of propriety to re- 
peat here all that he said in the privacy of that in- 
terview, but I may with propriety and in truth say 
that the impressions made upon my mind were all 
confirmatory of the promises herein quoted and of 
the conclusions which I have deduced from them. 
Not once did he mention a new association of nations. 

If one would really know another, there is nothing, 
short of frequent association and intercourse, that 
80 well reveals what manner of man he is as to sit 
down with him in earnest exchange of serioua^ 
thought. If I were in the least affected by the idea, j 
which found lodgment in some minds, that the Sen- 
ator had so evenly balanced warning with promise 
in his campaign discussions of our international re- 
lations merely for the purpose of winning votes from 
both sides at the sacrifice of honest frankness, the 
thought could have no lodgment after that interview. 

If he used diplomacy, as well he might, it was of 
the open variety, a diplomacy of fairness to both 
sides, not of fairness to a divided political party 
merely but to the truth itself, and which had as its 
chief motive and aim the highest good of his country 
and mankind. His holding the extreme opposing 
elements in the party to him was not half so much 
to win the election, of which he felt absolutely cer- 
tain, as it was to be able to achieve something worth 
while for the permanent peace of the world after the 
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election should have put upon his broad shoulders 
the great responsibility. 

I can never forget the convincing expression in his 
eyes, his voice and his gesture when he said in our 
conference, **Few have realized the great importance 
and the difSculties of ihe task which confronted me 
in the campaign. I found two great opposing ele- 
ments in the party, and it was my supreme task to 
bring them together. It was vitally necessary to do 
that if as President I am to render any great 
service to the cause of peace, to which I am deeply 
devoted. ' * 

And then he said it all in one great and confirming 
gesture, when the strong and ample arms which he 
had extended to right and left, were brought with 
the open palms not too near together in one forceful 
sweep in which reserved space I seemed to see the 
ample form of William Howard Taft and that of 
Hiram Johnson and their followers lifted and put 
down together in a common group for a great united 
effort behind the incoming administration as he 
added, **That was my task. I had to reach out to 
both of these groups and unite them — and I have 
done if 

When I told him what I saw in that gesture there 
was a responsive smile in his eyes, which, together 
with the whole expression of the face seemed to say, 
**You understand me,^^ and then the expression in- 
stantly changed to one of serious determination as 
if to add, ''Am I not right?" 

He is a greathearted, a serious and earnest nor- 
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mal man, who I have faith to believe will not lay 
down his task nntil he shall have achieved a great 
thing for mankind. No man ever had a greater op- 
portunity. 

Belying upon the promises whidi I have quoted 
and many more like them, many millions of the 
friends of world organization for peace gave earnest 
support to Senator Harding's candidacy. President 
Harding knows it and will show a proper respect 
for their sincere and reasonable opinions, expectar 
tion and desires. 

Mr. Harding knows as well as any one else that it 
will reflect no credit upon him to effect the entry 
of the United States into any world organization for 
the preservation of peace that will fail of the pur- 
pose for which it is brought into being. His own 
peace and satisfaction of mind, his contribution to 
the well-being of his people, the greatness of his 
country as a world leader and the welfare of the 
human race, as well as the detemunation of his own 
place in history, all depend upon his success in lead- 
ing the United States of America into a league or 
association of nations that will not be a failure but 
a glorious success in the realization of the highest 
and dearest hope of all the civilized peoples of the 
earth, that the insufferable burden of the mainte- 
nance of great armies and navies shall be lifted from 
the backs of men and that there shall come in the day 
when the fear of the involvement of the world in 
the conflagration of war shall no longer hang as a 
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fhreatening cloud over the lives of men and women, 
for it will be made a thing impossible. 

His task will be no easy one. The compromise 
twice offered in the Senate and twice refused may 
never be possible again. An irreconcilable element 
in both parties will do everything in their power to 
defeat his fair proposals. In such a situation wiU 
not the friends of peace rally to his side and help 
him to worthy achievement? Though it be a new 
association of nations which will receive the sancr 
tion of the statesmanship of the world, or a revision 
of the existing League of Nations, it would seem 
their natural and reasonable course to do their part 
to make it worth while. 

Or it may be, since to some of our ablest interna- 
tional statesmen it seems improbable that the forty 
and more nations now constituting the League of 
Nations will ever consent to abandon the structure 
which they have builded, and, though the necessities 
of Europe which may equally become our necessity 
may urgently invite our entry it may easily be im- 
possible to secure the required consent of their gov- 
ernments to revise, that there will be a coming back 
to the old proposal of entering with reservations. 
Then, if aU other proposals of reservations fail of 
the required two-thirds vote in the Senate, there will 
have been prepared by the proposal of the fifty Re- 
publicans and Democrats in the question to both 
Harding and Cox and their public answers during 
the campaign (which will be recited in an addenda), 
as well as by the party record, — ^the old meeting 
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ground of compromise, the old Senate reservations, 
already discussed for more than a year, twice passed 
by a majority vote of the Senate and leaving in the 
Covenant the economic boycott against war, the code 
of laws, the court, arbitration, disarmament— after 
all, the better things. 

A prejudiced reader will deceive himself if he in- 
sists, as he easily may, that the writer's purpose has 
been to produce an argument in behalf of our entry 
into the League. Though the argument of the facts 
which I am trying faithfully to call into review with- 
out keeping any essential part in the background, in 
which the record of the party by its own inherent 
right is supreme, does much favor our entry into the 
League (which I could not conceal or deny without 
manifest unfairness), I here repeat what was said in 
an earlier chapter, first, that it may be the Presi- 
dent's highest obligation to disregard the mandate 
of the vote in response to more imperative demands 
which the facts of new world conditions may im- 
pose ; second, that, as to myself I am quite disposed 
in favor of something different from the League to 
supersede it, as will be more fully expressed in the 
final chapter. 

But, for the sake of truth and for the safety of the' 
world, I would leave open a fair and honest chance 
for the League if nothing better is obtained, and I 
will add for our temporary membership in the 
League if the better and ultimate must wait because 
the immediate necessities of the enforcement of the 
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terms of the peace and the stabilization of civiliza- 
tion demand it. 

But frankly, in the exercise of the open diplomacy 
which I believe in and practise, the pnrpose of this 
writing is more than anything else to put into the 
slumber of innocuous desuetude, the selfish and woe- 
fully shortsighted activities and influence of the un- 
reasoning and timid un-American Americans who, 
afraid to trust Brother Jonathan to play with the 
other big international schoolboys in the great game 
of world affairs and civilization's rescue, would bar 
our country from taking her natural and rightful 
place of leadership at the forefront of the movement 
for a safe insurance of world peace, in any form 
whatever, at the hour of supreme opportunity which 
has now struck. 

The world's call for help is to America as much 
as it was at the time we decided to send our boys 
to Chateau Thierry and the Argonne. The nations 
of Europe will consent to some new form of interna- 
tional cooperation if it will save a tottering civiliza- 
tion, but expect us to enter the League **if it has 
been so entwined and interwoven'' in their peace 
'* that its good must be preserved. ' ' 

As to President Harding, I believe it to be beyond 
question, and may be deduced from his public ex- 
pressions, that he would much prefer an ^'associsr 
tion of nations for conference," using the Hague 
Tribunal to settle justiciable disputes between na- 
tions, rather than that we enter the League of Na- 
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tions upon any basis. I think he has made that quite 
plain. 

But there is that ''//'7 Like Banquo's ghost it 
will not down. But unlike Banquo 's ghost it is not 
terrifying or entirely unwelcome. It is an honest 
question in his mind. In due time, with the delib- 
erate sureness which is one of his chief and best 
characteristics, he will answer it, and the answer will 
be satisfying to his own conscience, to his country- 
men and to reasonable and just men the world over. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HOW MISCONCEPTION BEGAN AND OBEW. 

THE misconception was caused partly by the 
indefiniteness of the party platform which, 
due, as we have seen, to a compromise to 
quiet a threatening bolt by the ** bitter-enders,'* en- 
dorsed the action of the Republican Senators in vot- 
ing to ratify the Treaty with the Lodge reservations 
but avoided a specific approval of those reservations. 

But much more than this, it was due to the neces- 
sities of a frontal attack upon the League Covenant 
as ** brought over by Wilson, *' The Democratic 
platform and candidate had made the issue one of 
* Agoing in'* upon the Wilson basis. The Republi- 
cans were therefore compelled to make their issue 
one of staying out. 

Senator Harding more than once made the dis- 
tinction between tiie League with ** those obliga- 
tions ' ' into which we would not enter, and the League 
revised which under certaiu conditions we might en- 
ter. But he had to devote most of his energies to 
attack. 

The foremost leaders in the Republican party, Mr. 
Root, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Taft and Mr. Hoover con- 
spicuous among them, made the distinction very 
plain, and made it clear, as Mr. Harding did not, 

70 
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/ that the American inclination and the recognized pol- 
/ icy of the party was to join the League with safe- 
/ guarding reservations. But in general campaign 
I orators and audiences are not given to distinctions 
fine or otherwise. When they attack they attack. 
The great offensive against the enemy's lines was 
under full way. The en^m y had pntrpnphp d th ftm. ^ 
i^ selves in the League of Nations' citad eL^JThey.Jiad 
I actopteJlt as their main and as they believed their 
I impregnaBTe fortress.' It" w^^^ to take it 

I * l&y'stbrm. ~ Xltlle ammunitionand little energy could 
the Republican campaigners afford to waste on ex- 
planations aMdistincirons. K was polificarpollj^^ 
-4<rliit the League halFd,lnrwifE"a^ energy they 
j ^S£tiL Even the distiuj^rshed statesmen weliave 
named as strongly favoring our entry into the 
League with reservations, in their campaign 
speeches and writings strongly attacked it, some- 
times without qualification though qualification was 
always present in their minds. 
"^ But on the other hand, those Republican members 
of the Senate group who were bitterly opposed not \ 
only to our entry into the League upon any basis 
but also to any participation with the nations of 
Europe in organized cooperation to establish a reign . 
of peace, which cooperation they looked upon as * * en- j 
tangling alliances,'' were not backward nor were i 
their supporters not of the Senate backward, in 
doing their utmost to make it appear upon all pos- 
sible occasions, that the Republican policy and pur- 
pose was to reject the League in all its features and 
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impose isolation as the national policy in interna- 
tional affairs. 

That policy of positive assertion as against that 
which was adopted by many pro-Leagae Republicans 
to attack only its more objectionable features with 
occasional distinctions and qualifications, gave to 
those who were not well informed as to the real at- 
titude of Republicans in general, a very natural in- 
clination to believe that the Republican party pro- 
gram was nothing else than total rejection of the 
League, while those who wished it to be such invari- 
ably accepted it as the prevailing RepubUoan posi- 
tion. 

Then, along with Senator Harding's strong de- 
nunciation of the League as ** brought over from 
Paris," came his proposal of an association of na- 
tions. This though, as we have seen, its invariable 
companion in aU his utterances was League modi- 
fication or revision if the necessities of Europe re- 
quired it, gave strong encouragement to that view. 
From that time the association idea was, by those 
who preferred that the public so understand it, held 
to be the accepted Republican policy. Some desired 
that it be so understood because as Republicans they 
favored it as a policy, others because, being in po- 
litical opposition to Harding, they wished to put it 
upon him and his party as a handicap in the political 
race. 

As it was a new idea the newspapers made the 
most of it as news. Whatever Senator Harding said 
npon international relations, unless it was plainly 
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contrary to that idea, the newspaper correspondents 
and particularly the newspaper headliners pro- 
claimed it as more advocacy of his association of 
nations, though it may have had no relation to it. 

This was natural for Senator Harding made it 
plain enough that the association idea was first in 
his preferences, but always with the **if " to which 
we have repeatedly referred. But the newspaper 
reports and headlines invariably stressed his advo- 
oacy of a new association while they put as little 
emphasis as possible upon the accompanying and 
qualifying if, or completely ignored it. 

The necessary stress of opposition to the super- ^ 
state and entangling alliance features of the League 
Covenant, not only by the Republican candidate but 1 
by all the party speakers including those who ex- / 
pected and desired our ultimate entry into the / 
League with qualifying reservations, added to the / 

opportunity fnr TXij^mTiAftptinTi nf thft rfial attitiidft / 

of the part y as a whole . 

-"TEenTfoUowed the Des Moines speech and the com- 
plete misrepresentation of it by the omission in the 
published reports of the important and qualifying 
context which, if reported, would have distinctly and 
strongly qualified and limited its apparent total re- 
jection of the League. 

The omission to report the context was probably 
not with any intention to misrepresent or conceal. 
It is the trained instinct of the newspaper reporter 
and correspondent to serve the curiosity of a sen- 
satiou-loving public by setting before it the startling, 
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the inliamioiuouB and the new. That is ^^newB," 
while the regular and normal is passed by as un- 
interesting if not monotonous if for no other rea* 
son because it is the usual and normal. That is 
equally tme of the newspaper headliner, who is 
many times more frequently and more attentively 
read than the correspondent or the editor, and whose 
opportunity and temptation to put his own coloring 
into the news is far greater. 

These were ably 8upi)orted by certain well known 
platform *'headliners*' who drew the more attention 
because they were inharmonious and out of the nor- 
mal in their views. Thus the very fact that they 
were out of harmony with the party record and the 
well known sentiment of the Convention and with 
the accepted party view, gave them prominence. 
They had a strong if not a controlling political mo- 
tive in the strenuous efforts they put forth to make 
the candidate of the party appear to support their 
extreme position. 

^St this effort the y repres ented the attitude of 
Senat or Haniing; to be much more opposed to the 
Xiijue th an' his pubfic" utfeT^M^s]^^^ 
^j yhey ^ssumeSTto sp eak fof_ Heel and were"n6t re- 
buked for tibie apparent reason that to precipitate a 
quarrel with them at a critical period in the cam- 
paign might cause a party schism, such as under 
their partial leadership in other national elections 
bore the party down to defeat. 

Paraphrasing Senator EDarding's sayings in a way 
to make them appear in greater opposition to the 
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Leagae than what he actaally said would support, 
they corned denunciatory expressions which during 
the campaign and after were widely received as the 
authentic expressions of the Bepublican candidate. 
They apparently believed and made many others be- 
lieve that they dominated the Bepublican campaign 
and its issues. To their influence is due a large 
part of the misconception of the meaning of the 
great Harding vote. 

All over the country such reliable Bepublican 
voices as those of Taft, Boot, Hughes, Hoover, 
Lowell, Butler, Wickersham and Schurman and in 
his quiet but effective way, that of the late W. Mur- 
ray Crane, were heard giving assurance that Be- 
publican success gave the best promise of our enter- 
ing the League upon some basis that would satisfy 
American sentiment and give the best guarantees of 
world peace, but the opposing and discordant voices 
caught the attention of the publicity purveyors be- 
cause the sensation of the discordance gave to the 
reports of their sayings, which were the extreme of 
opposition to the known party record, the most 
ready market at the newsstands. 

The great majority of thinking Bepublicans who"^ 
favored our entry into the League with reservations 1 
and had made up their minds, distinctly as friends / 
and supporters of the League thus qualified and 
Americanized, to support and vote the Bepublican 
ticket, were not dissuaded from their purpose by 
any or all of tliese manifestations, nor were they I 
deceived by the misrepresentations. "^ 
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They well understood that the platform of the 
party distinctly endorsed the Senate vote to enter 
the League with the Lodge reservations, though in 
deference to the irreconcilable opposition and more 
in fear of it, it compromised by omitting to men- 
tion them by name. 

They knew that even if the cordial endorsement 
of that act of the Bepublican members of the Sen- 
ate had been left out, the platform would still have 
left the door equally open for an association of na- 
tions or entry into the League. They knew that 
Senator Harding, though showing a preference for 
a new association also left that door widely open. 

But more than all they had put their faith in the 
record of the party, the real, the most authoritative 
and most generally accepted expression of the party 
sentiment, which was nothing else than entry into 
the existing League with the Senate reservations; 
thus making the total of Republican promise easily 
three for to one against the League. 

But they who were, very naturally, prejudiced, 
either because they were the determined foes of the 
League upon any basis and welcomed such distin- 
guished support, or because as members of the op- 
posing party or being of those who distrusting Be- 
publican leadership on the League issue had allied 
themselves with it, were disposed to believe the worst 
of any Harding expression which might be construed 
as against the League, and from their respective 
viewpoints make the most of it. 

What he said in its favor they seemed not to 
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have read or to regard merely as bait thrown out 
to catch the unwary voter. 

The many who on account of absorbed interest in 
other affairs read the reports hurriedly or only in 
newspaper headlines, fell easy victims to the worst 
interpretation. 

Most of the members of the three or four classes 
mentioned are very honest in their misinterpreta- 
tion. Therefore the greater need to expose and cor- 
rect it. The Independent Republicans who sup- 
ported the Democratic candidate on the League of 
Nations issue, though among the best, the ablest and 
fairest men, were themselves victims of that misin- 
terpretation and helped, and many of them are still 
helping (very much against the interests of their 
cause) to give it respectable authority. 

But all these influences combined would have made 
comparatively little headway if it were not for a 
remarkable and very unusual aid. I refer to the 
exceptional opportunity which the election afforded 
for propaganda in favor of two causes which were 
very dear to the hearts of some millions of our peo- 
ple who are of foreign birth or descent ; the causes 
of the German and of the Irish people. 

To this propaganda was devoted a few para- 
graphs in the first chapter, but only for purposes 
of definition to separate the Harding voters who 
were distinctly Republican from those whose sup- 
port was not in its purpose Republican but racial and 
in the interests of other peoples. But that chapter 
was not the place in which to use it to show how mis- 
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interpretation began and grew to large proportions. 

The opportunity for the success of that propar 
ganda was greatly aided by the fact that, as we have 
seen, certain features of the League Covenant were 
equally opposed by a great majority of those Re- 
publicans who were much in favor of accepting it 
with reservations that would correct those objec- 
tionable features and make it conform to American 
ideals and allay American apprehensions. Thus the 
friends and advocates of the League with reserva- 
tions were compelled to unite with its worst foes in 
attacks upon it until those objectionable features 
could be excised. 

It is true that, whether rightly or wrongly or 
grossly exaggerated as some say, the idea of super- 
government contained principally in Article X of 
the Covenant of the League of Nations, became the 
most hated thing in the minds of a very large body 
of the American people and particularly of the Be- 
publican party, though the great majority of them 
were devoted to the general principles and objects 
of the League. Embodied in the compact as brought 
over from Paris by President Wilson and declared 
by him to be the heart of the Covenant, it brought 
out the strongest expreission of disapproval when- 
ever the League of Nations was mentioned in a Re- 
publican meeting. 

The calm and determined demonstrations against 
*it as embodying those objectionable features by al- 
most the entire vocal part of the American element 
in the audiences were not directed against the entire 
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idea of the Leagae, which with those features ex- 
cised the larger part of that element in the audiences 
would approve. But the storm of denunciation of 
the League in whatever form, which came from the 
pro-German and anti-British, who in the most suc- 
cessful and most completely camouflaged propa- 
ganda ever known, made it a point to be present in 
impressive numbers and niore impressive demon- 
stration at every Eepublican rally, so dominated 
such occasions as often to seem the unanimous ex- 
pression of the spirit of the assembly. 

Early in the campaign the writer made a serious 
though not exhaustive study of this manifestation. 
One of the earliest exhibitions of it was at the an- 
niversary of an important national patriotic society 
held at Carnegie Hall in New York City. An able 
and eloquent speaker in making the opening address 
voiced sentiments strongly in favor of the League. 
An irreconcilable United States Senator in his ad- 
dress opposed and strongly condemned it. The first 
address was supported throughout with apparently 
sincere but not demonstrative applause from about 
half of the audience. The sallies of the Senator, not 
half so convincing, were greeted with demonstra- 
tions of hand-dapping and shouts which would ap- 
pear excessive in volume if they came from an en- 
tire audience of twice the size. 

In one of the Republican campaign meetings it 
was only by the keenest observation of which I was 
capable and by engaging in conversation after the 
meeting with some who I had observed had led the 
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applause but of whose nationality the eye gave no 
indication, that I was able to discover that they were 
either German or strongly pro-German. By strain- 
ing to express as much sympathy with Germany and 
as much opposition to the League as honesty would 
permit (which seemed to satisfy him that he had 
found an ally) I got from one of them the expres- 
sion that he and his kind had found a rich lead and 
intended to work it to the utmost limit. This was 
followed by the suggestion that I with as many 
friends as I could take with me, attend every meet- 
ing when possible where a similar opportunity might 
occur. On another occasion I received like sugges- 
tions from an intelligent and quick-witted Irishman, 
or rather a man of Irish descent who was so Amer- 
ican in appearance and accent that he might easily 
have passed for a descendant of a Mayflower pil- 
gnm. 

These were fair samples of the men who started, 
directed and urged the applause at every favorable 
opportunity to damage the popularity of the League. 
They were well supported by large numbers who 
had undoubtedly attended for just that service, while 
they who are always ready to go with the majority 
side in the applause helped to swell the chorus. 
These, constantly under its influence, as the weeks 
went on grew in opposition to anything that could 
fall under the charge of approaching an ^ ' entangling 
alliance.*' 

It is true that many German citizens of our coun- 
try, probably a considerable majority of them, be- 
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fore there was a world war in whidi Germany be- 
came our enemy, were adherents of the Bepublioan 
party. But in that applause and expression of sen- 
timent they were not Republican. They were not 
Republican in their position of opposition to the 
League, the inception of that opposition in their 
minds nor in the grounds upon which it was based. 

They looked upon the League as a product of ihe 
Allies to be used against Germany. As to the 
Treaty of which the League is a part, they regarded 
it as the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the Prophet. And the League was its instru- 
ment to force Germany to comply with its abomi- 
nated terms. 

The concealment or suppression of their allegiance 
to the Fatherland which our entry into the war 
against Germany had rigidly imposed upon them and 
which naturally continued after the Armistice, had 
become almost unbearable. It was as a suppressed 
volcano to which this opportunity to strike at the 
League gave the first and only free vent. 

It gave also the opportunity to express their 
hatred of Great Britain which next to love for Ger- 
many held first place in their hearts. Great Brit- 
ain they believed to be personified and enthroned in 
power in the League. They could not give open ex- 
pression of their love for their own country, but 
tiiey could give vent to what that suppressed love 
doubly intensified, hatred of England, hatred of the 
League of Nations. It was their only possible 
chance to give public vent to the German love the 
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snppresBion of which was abnost choking them, by 
expression of hate for Germany's deadliest foe 
which they saw incarnated in the Leagae. 

That relief had become the supreme happiness of 
their otherwise restrained and .melancholy existence. 
They needed no urging to go to a Republican meet- 
ing where the hatred thing was sure to be denounced 
by able oratory, and no effort was needed to start 
or stimulate that demonstration of applause. The 
Irish patriot was also there with his love for Ire- 
land, which meant hate for the League which gave 
to Ireland's oppressor six votes in the League As- 
sembly to America's one and Ireland's none ! Every 
time he hit it he felt that he had struck a blow at 
the British and for Irish freedom. It became some- 
thing more than a Republican gathering when in- 
vaded by these forces of confusion. But the ap- 
plause was natural, spontaneous, sincere and tre- 
mendously earnest. It was that which made it so 
successful as a camouflage. 

This could not fail to have a great reflex influence 
upon the speakers in the campaign. Even the most 
stalwart and self-possessed were to some extent af- 
fected by it. They who were easily susceptible to 
its seductive influence lost themselves completely 
and, convinced that the Republican party was by 
an enormous majority determined on the destruc- 
tion of the League of Nations, were ready upon 
every occasion to denounce it in unmeasured terms. 

Many of these, aided by their more immediate 
followers, have since been quite honestly among the 
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greatest disseminators of the conception of the Re- 
publican vote which would make it a rejection of the 
League outright, if not indeed the rejection of any 
kind of vital union with the nations of Europe. 

As time went on the orator learned that flings 
either at the League or ''our traditional enemy*' 
could always be relied upon to bring from his audi- 
ence the response which a speaker naturally likes 
to hear and which would make his speech a popu- 
lar success. 

If to the average member of the audience it was 
not apparent, it would be particularly diflScult if 
not impossible for a speaker attentive to his own 
thoughts, even though warned in advance, to detect 
the origin of that demonstration, so honest was its 
expression. There was no counterfeit in it. It was 
unquestionably genuine. 

In the excitement of a heated political campaign 
the fact that chambers of conunerce, industrial, edu- 
cational and religious assemblies, labor societies and 
student groups all over the country, representative 
of the average sentiment of the people, had for 
months by great majorities been earnestly calling 
for our entry into the League upon some fair basis 
of compromise that would start the world *s peace 
machinery going while satisfying American opin- 
ion, was lost sight of and forgotten under the influ- 
ence of that German-Irish denunciation, which was 
/ mistaken for American and Republican. ^ 

The man who in his intercourse with men in btisi- 
ness, in his church, his dub and other social rela- 
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lions had found a great majority to be ardently ia 
favor of onr entry into the Leagae of Nations upon 
some basis of compromise as to the reservations, 
was surprised and perplexed by these manifesta- 
tions. He could not understand how so great a 
change could come over the people as it were in a 
night. He began to ask himself the question if 
after all the majority of Bepublicans could be with 
the ** bitter-ender'* Senators in their determination 
to defeat the League outright. 

Those in the audience who for some considerable 
time had observed a trend away from the League 
in its more objectionable and most criticized fea- 
tures, were led by these demonstrations to believe 
opposition to it to be of much larger proportions 
and much more ominous in its portent than it was 
in fact. 

It hushed to silence many a firm believer in the 
importance of preserving the League of Nations as 
a foundation to build upon, for while still holding 
to his faith that Republican statesmanship would 
ultimately come to see that that offered the best 
solution of the perplexing international problem, he 
was disposed to say to himself, *'What is the use 
of trying to use reason with the mad populace f 

Senator Harding himself could not fail to be pro- 
foundly impressed by it, for in this respect the audi- 
ences to which he spoke were in most cases not much 
different. No doubt he, as did other speakers, be- 
lieved it to be a fair expression of average Bepub* 
lican sentiment. But there were times when he reo- 



THE GREAT DECEPTION 85 

ognized its source and courageously resisted it. Few 
men in his position would have possessed the moral 
courage before such an audience to reply as he did 
to an Irish Catholic priest who interrupted him to 
demand the promise of aid for Irish independence, 
when he let it be plainly understood that he depre- 
cated any interference by our country in the in- 
ternal affairs of a friendly nation. 

The makers of this applause were not much to 
blame. The German loved his Fatherland, the 
Irishman his Emerald Isle. A^d, as we have seen, 
both sincerely hated the League which they believed 
to be against the interests of the lands and peoples 
they loved. Who could condemn them for it I But 
the deception was complete, whether intended or 
not. Its very sincerity and naturalness made it 
seem the expression of the consensus of the opin- 
ion and sentiment of the assemblage. 

But it is true beyond question that behind that 
honest expression there was effective organization 
and eflScient management. When the very able pro- 
moters of pro-German and anti-British propaganda 
in this country discovered what had come about in 
a very natural way and saw in it the greatest op- 
portunity for a complete camouflaged propaganda 
ever offered, they very naturally made the most of 
it. Naturally too, without any thought that there 
was a foreign inspired conspiracy behind it, other 
uncompromising foes of the League enthusiastically 
joined in the demonstration. 

Attend any great Republican gathering, particu- 
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larly in the cities where the German and Irish popu- 
lations are large, and that concealed proimganda 
would be found exerting all its force in a great of- 
fensive against the League. But because of the sin- 
cerity and earnestness of its actual demonstration, 
very few had the suspicion that more than nine- 
tenths of it came from men and women who in that 
opposition were, as we have seen, neither Republi- 
can nor American. 

Among the causes for the development of a very 
hurtful misunderstanding, that may easily take first 
place. A good second to it was the Republican cam- 
paign necessity to conduct a vigorous offensive 
against the superstate and entangling features of 
the League without any special need to approve the 
good and most important provisions which the 
Lodge reservations would leave in its constitution. 

Next in efficiency among its causes and supports 
was and is the remarkably bold self-assertiveness 
and confident claims during the campaign and since, 
of certain irreconcilables who are conspicuous in 
the party, and their honest belief and determination 
to make others believe that they made the issues 
and dominated the campaign and that the result is 
their complete vindication and the endorsement of 
their position. 

Among other causes which may occur to the mind 
of the reader, was the natural but very unfortunate 
attitude of the warm friends and advocates of the 
League who leaving the party on its account, dis- 
trusted and belittled every i>arty expression in its 
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favor while attributing the utmost importance and 
giving the maximiun of prominence to any pro- 
nouncement against it or in favor of Mr. Harding ^s 
alternative proposition, an association of nations or 
against entanglement in the affairs of Europe. 

In this they were warmly and very ably supported, 
by the natural tendency of Senator Harding's polit- 
ical opponents to paint in platform addresses and 
in newspaper reports, articles and editorials, his ut- 
terances and those of other Republican leaders as 
black as possible in their effort to win pro-League 
members of the party over to their side. And these 
are the very men who most desire our entry into the 
League of Nations, who by their sincere but much 
mistaken attitude in this matter are doing their best 
to encourage a view which more than anything else 
will, if it becomes prevalent, utterly defeat it. 

All these influences could not fail to exert a power- 
ful tendency to produce and sustain the hurtful and 
lamentable misinterpretation of the Republican tri- 
umph in the 1920 election, which in every respect 
but malignant intent, may be justly characterized as 
the great deception. 

But, it will be asked, is there not anything to be 
said on the other side in addition to the sayings of 
Senator Harding in strong opposition to our enter- 
ing the League of Nations, and against our becoming 
in any way enmeshed in the politics and squabbles 
of Europe? Opposed to the view of the misinter- 
pretation presented, was not the vote in the Repub- 
lican presidential primaries for Hiram Johnson, the 
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aroh-irreooncilable, impressive t To a superficial 
view it was. 

And did it not show an anti-League vote that 
would indicate that it is not so much a misconcep- 
tion after all to believe that the Harding vote was 
against the League! Upon the surface it may seem 
so, but dig below the surface and the answer is no. 

Let us briefly consider the results in the only states 
in which legal primary elections for presidential 
nominees were held in which Senator Johnson fig- 
ured to any large extent. 

In North Dakota, the socialistic state, Johnson un- 
resisted received 30,873. In Illinois, where his fol- 
lowers conducted a still hunt to surprise the Lowden 
forces, his vote was 56,240, made up almost entirely 
of Mayor Thompson ^s Cook County pro-German and 
other following and of pro-Germans and anti-Brit- 
ish in other parts of the State, while the votes of 
Wood and Lowden (Lodge-reservations League can- 
didates), not to mention the small unorganized 
Hoover vote, aggregated 329,595, beating him within 
a fraction of six to one. 

In Indiana and Michigan the Wood and Lowden 
vote was nearly double his. In Nebraska the John- 
son vote was 63,161, while the combined votes of 
Wood and General Pershing, another League sup- 
porter, was 70,054. His vote in Oregon was 46,143, 
with the votes of Wood, Lowden and Hoover total- 
ing 72,928. Besides socialistic North Dakota and 
his own California, where the half nnorganized vote 
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for Hoover, his sole competitor, was large enough 
to give him much uneasiness, the only state he car- 
ried by an actual majority was Montana, where he 
was practically unopposed and his vote was 21,034. 

But his vote was not entirely anti-League. The 
personal equation entered to some extent, and in the 
Northwest Senator Johnson is a very popular man. 
He probably received the larger part of the Pro- 
gressive vote, since he is the leading exponent of 
progressive policies since the unfortunate passing 
of Eoosevelt. 

In estimating the value of the Johnson primary 
vote as an indication of the size of the Republican 
anti-League vote, it is also well to remember that it 
is practically certain that he polled almost the entire 
German and pro-German and anti-British vote in 
every state where he was a primary candidate. As- 
suming that to be true we must conclude that in most 
of those states the distinctively Republican vote 
which he received was a small minority of the votes 
cast for him and a very sad minority of the total 
Republican primary vote. 

It is also safe to assume that these same pro-Ger- 
man and anti-British elements made not only the en- 
thusiasm but by a large majority the numbers at his 
meetings during the primaries as well as in the elec- 
tion campaign, and that the tremendous enthusiasm 
which they brought to those meetings, not only as 
witnessed and felt at the meetings but as heralded 
throughout the country, added to his vote many of 
those who are always ready to yield to the attraction 
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of apparent success, and who flocking to his stand- 
ard irrespective of their views of the League aided 
in very much deceiving Senator Johnson himself as 
to the strength of his Republican and American fol- 
lowing. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

THE OBEAT HABM IT MAY DO 

THERE is a small group of men in the Senate, 
I need not name them, who partly because it 
gives support to their known position in re- 
spect to our international relations and because they 
ardently desired it to be so, are the worst victims of 
the misinterpretation of the vote to which we have 
given consideration. They are also its most zealous 
and most successful promoters. 

I will not here dispute that they are sincere in their 
position of opposition to our union with other 
nations for the prevention of war, and in their inter- 
pretation of the election result in a way that would 
give that position the best possible support. But the 
situation created by their misinterpretation of the 
meaning and mandate of President Harding's seven 
million majority is harmful and threatening to a 
high degree. The threat is, as has been more than 
intimated, not to the League of Nations only, but to 
any association of nations and to the success of the 
administration which that great vote put into the 
place of power. 

They would make it appear that the meaning of 
the unprecedented Harding vote is not that the 
American people want a new association of nations 
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in whicth the United States will take her rightful 
place beside the other nations of the world in a union 
of effort to nndo the harm that an unparalleled war 
has wrought, and relieve our world of the peril and 
paralyzing dread of another world conflagration by 
making its recurrence improbable, nor that it is that 
we reach some possible basis of agreement by which 
we may enter the sodety of nations already formed 
for that purpose and beginning, though lamely, to 
function. 

What they would have us believe is that the vote 
was an expression of the desire of the American 
people that we keep out of any association whatever 
with other nations and continue the aloofness and 
isolation that was our natural and proper position, 
until now when we have grown to be a big brother 
to the nations of Europe, in fact the biggest member 
of the family, in a relation so intimate that whether 
we would have it so or not, their larger interests 
are ours in so vital a sense that we cannot continue 
to ignore them. 

In respect to the question of meeting in any ade- 
quate way the great opportunity and the urgent call 
for association with other nations for the preven- 
tion of war and the rescue of imperiled civilization, 
they would have us adopt a policy of doing nothing 
at all. 

It is for President Harding and the American 
X>eople to defeat them. 

In the possibility that their will and purpose to 
satisfy the public by inaction until the people shall 
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beooiae weary of the entire question and thus let it 
go by default may succeed, consists one of the grav- 
est perils which now confronts our country and man- 
kind. 

Hence the infinite harm that may come of a mis- 
interpretation of the meaning and mandate of the 
vote which wotdd give them, and in fact' is giving 
them, the largest possible encouragement and sup- 
port ; hence also the vital importance that any grave 
misinterpretation of that vote be corrected and 
cured. 

In so far as it has succeeded in gaining a foothold, 
it is exerting a great Germanizing influence over 
our people which is anti-peace in that, if it achieves 
its purpose, it will leave the way open for Teuton 
Junkerism to bring on in another generation a new 
war of conquest unrestrained by any effective inter- 
national combination which would make it futile. 
For the Potsdam gang, temporarily suppressed but 
not destroyed, is still plotting world war, which they 
well know a League or association of nations with 
the United States dominant in it would make hope- 
less. It is working to the encouragement of their 
hopes by making the great mass of our people in- 
different to the entire question, a position advan- 
tageous to the war plans of Germany, and decidedly 
hurtful to our influence in world councils and world 
readjustment. 

In its more immediate effect it is very helpful to 
the success of the plans of the irreconcilable Senate 
group by the emphasis it gives to their importance in 
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the national councils. Already it is making the irre- 
concilable forces in and out of the Senate extremely 
bold, and not only bold but full of confidence. 

Their natural argument would be this — ^If the ver- 
dict of the people in the election was not only op- 
posed to the features of the League which had been 
condemned by the party record and platform, but 
against aU its features — against its spirit and pur- 
poses, then it may be construed as equally opposed to 
any other society of nations in which its spirit and 
purposes may find embodiment. 

It would follow that there could be nothing which 
would respond to that supposed demand of the 
people as well as to carry out their own cherished 
policy of inaction; of repudiation by inaction of 
every form of international alUance to achieve the 
same ends. Thus their policy of sitting still and 
hands off would have received the approval of the 
nation. 

At least they would gain this advantage, that with 
this sweeping rejection of the League by the people 
admitted, it could easily be made clear that there is 
not a quarter of the evidence to show that their vote 
was in support of any other proposal, and the indefi- 
niteness of the result would give great encourage- 
ment and support to a policy of indefiniteness in re- 
spect to doing anything in the way of international 
union for the support of world peace. 

The attitude and growing influence of these Sena^ 
tors cannot fail to exert an influence over the people 
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and to some extent with the President, their former 
associate. 

Without doubt Senator Harding was uncon- 
sciously influenced to some extent, as all the Repub- 
lican campaign speakers must have been, by the Ger- 
man-Irish propaganda which was described and 
exposed in the preceding chapter. 

It would be not only possible but very natural if 
not indeed inevitable that he, starting out with stout 
assertion of Americanism as opposed to the super- 
government features of the Covenant which he de- 
nounced in unmeasured terms upon every occasion, 
should be profoundly influenced by that very strong 
expression of sentiment in his audiences, and it 
would be quite natural if the insistence and vehem- 
ence of that expression as he saw and felt it, should 
lead him to the conclusion that the great mass of the 
American people and particularly of the Bepublioan 
majority, had determined on total rejection of the 
League of Nations in any form in which it ndght be 
possible. 

But while he evidently was influenced by it, as any 
other man in his position standing day by day before 
these audiences and hearing that vociferous and very 
honest expression against the League certainly 
would be, he never lost his appreciation or failed in 
recognition of the good he saw to be in it, and as we 
have seen, he never failed on any occasion to declare 
that if the peace of Europe depended on it, he would 
recognize and conserve the features that were neo- 
essary to Europe's peace. 
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But it is the American way to respect the verdict 
of the majority in an election. Whatever may be 
their preferences, convince our people that the ma- 
jority will is opposed to any association with other 
nations, and though it be with reluctance and much 
sorrow, they will quietly submit to it. The same 
would be even more true of the President, for was 
he not raised by the people to the exalted position 
which he occupies for the very purpose of executing 
their will? 

As we have seen, the influence over the President 
of a misconception of the vote would be relieved by 
the imperative obligation resting upon him to con- 
sider the people's highest interests, as he may see 
them when the great responsibilities of his high posi- 
tion compel an exhaustive examination of the entire 
question of our international relations, and by the 
obligation to give due weight to the new conditions 
which may vitally affect those interests and world 
safety. 

But there is another consideration quite beyond 
his control, which vitally affects the question to which 
we have been giving attention and makes a cor- 
rection of any misconception of the meaning of the 
vote of tremendous importance. It is this: if that 
misconception should become and continue widely 
prevalent, it would be the one and only thing that 
would enable the irreconcilable Senators to draw to 
their side such other Senate support as could defeat 
any proposal which he may make for a vital union 
with other nations for the preservation of peace, 
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either in a new association of nations or in the exist- 
ing League. 

If in the final working out of his plan it proves to 
be of real value to the world, a reasonable assurance 
of future world peace, as there are excellent reasons 
to believe and expect, it will not be the pro-League 
Republicans who will oppose and defeat him, nor 
should he be obstructed by broad minded Senators 
of the opposing political party. Opposition and de- 
feat, if defeat be his fate, will come only from ir- 
reconcilable forces in the Senate and nation. Presi- 
dent Harding may not have seriously considered 
this. But he will know it before long if the leopard 
does not change his spots. 

The ** Battalion of Death'' is stronger in the Sen- 
ate than it was before the election. But it is not 
strong enough to defeat the administration and the 
American people except by the mighty aid of that 
great deception. Let that deception or misconcep- 
tion become widely accepted and grow powerful, and 
when the President presents his plan, if there be in 
it any proposal which that coterie in the Senate 
would wish to defeat, the influence of that misinter- 
pretation of the vote will become the instrument in 
their hands by which they may accomplish their 
purpose. Only by the argument that the people are 
with them will they be able to rally the Senate sup- 
port by which their designs may succeed. 

To expose and correct that false interpretation is 
now the most important task presented to the friends 
of world organization for the preservation of peace. 
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If such a cabal in the Senate is organized to de- 
feat such proposals as may be expected to emanate 
from the great-hearted and sure man at the White 
House, I would hate to believe that Senator Lodge 
will be one of his foes in that effort to oppose. It 
is true that he went before the Eesolutions Com- 
mittee at Chicago and for the sake of peace in the 
Convention demanded that there be omitted from 
the plank on international relations an endorsement 
of the Lodge reservations by name. It is true that 
when a party split impended in the Senate he more 
than once seemed to favor or yield to the reaction- 
aries. But it was always from his viewpoint in the 
interests of party harmony which it particularly de- 
volved upon him to preset in the Senate at a time 
approaching a national election in which party har- 
mony would be essential to success. It is also true 
that he has sometimes made disquieting remarks. 

What I have written does not excuse his course. 
It merely explains it. It would have been better and 
nobler if he had risen above the exigencies of party 
leadership and expediency and made himself the 
moral leader of his party in the Senate, which he 
clearly was not. 

But it should be remembered that at the most crit- 
ical time he took into his own hands the leadership 
of the forces of compromise in the Senate and despite 
the opposition of the reactionaries, led those forces 
so far that if President Wilson had met them, the 
United States would, before there was any submis- 
sion of the question to the perils of a partisan elec- 
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tion, have become a member of the League of Nations 
with reservations which while more than sufficiently 
protecting American independence would have left 
in full force in the Covenant its best peace-protecting 
powers and put behind our membership in the 
League the united will of this entire nation. 

I would hope that in another critical hour, which 
may come when the League or new Association pro- 
posal of this administration (whichever it may be), 
is before the Senate and in need of the two-thirds 
vote required to make it law, he may again put him- 
self at the head of the forces of compromise and re- 
gain his lost glory by leading them on to the victory 
that will give final and enduring triumph to the war 
figainst war. 

But he can hardly be expected to take that leader- 
ship if he is a victim of the deception as to the mean- 
ing and mandate of the Republican vote in the recent 
national election with which many of his colleagues 
in the Senate are now acutely suffering. 

But the gravest menace of the great deception is 
in its influence directly upon the mind of the Presi- 
dent. Aside from the reflex influence upon him of 
the German-Irish inspired and directed exhibition of 
hostility to the League of Nations which has been 
noted, it would be very natural if Senator Harding, 
deeply interested in his idea of an Association of 
Nations, should interpret the enthusiasm of the audi- 
ences he addressed as meaning that the people gen- 
erally approved and accepted his idea, and that to 
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put it into effect was the mandate of the vote that 
elected him. 

Whether his Association idea is a good one or not, | 
it could not fail to be harmful to his usefulness as I 
the first representative of the people to proceed upon { 
the false assumption that such was the mandate of 
the people. There was no such mandate. They have 
not accepted it. They did not know what it was 
and do not now know what it is. They are wait- 
ing with much hopeful expectation and some appre- 
hension for its unfolding. But it must be diflficult' 
for any man in the President's position, having his 
own plan much at heart, to bring himself to believe 
that the enthusiasm which everywhere met him, did 
not mean entire sympathy with and approval of that 
which, though undefined, he clearly showed to have 
first place in his mind. 

A fair consideration of these facts would bring 
him to see that what he admitted was in respect to 
plan and details, and indeed in essential method, not 
at all defined in his own mind, could only be guessed 
at by his hearers. Certainly they could not have ap- 
proved an indefinite plan, however much they may 
have applauded his earnest and forceful utterance. 

But that is not worth the mention beside the 
gravity of the peril that would be in his acceptance 
of the view that the vote was against any organized 
and permanent union with other nations for the 
insurance of international justice. An acceptance 
of that view would be fatal to any achievement by 
this Administration for the insurance of world peace. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

THE EVOLUTION OF A PBO-LEAOUE BEPUBLIGAN. 

IT should be interesting and also illuminating to 
trace the evolution which has taken place in the 
pro-League Eepublican mind. The average pro- 
League Eepublican started out with a willingness to 
take the Covenant almost whole as it came from Ver- 
sailles. Soon he wanted it with mild reservations, 
and after a time was determinedly insistent that the 
President and the Democratic Senators abandon 
their stubborn opposition, which he regarded more 
academic than practical, and close with the Eepub- 
lican Senators on their offer of compromise proposed 
in the Lodge reservations. 

Now he seems willing, and in fact anxious for the 
chance to take almost anything that will get us into 
some association with other nations that will offer a 
warrant of permanence and give fair promise of 
the maintenance of world peace. 

That looks like considerable movement if not evo- 
lution. But a fair analysis will, I think, show that in 
reaching these various positions he has been both 
loyal and consistent and very nearly if not quite 
right. More, it will show that his change in each case 
was to a position which, in the conditions existing at 
the time, gave the only possible promise of achieye- 
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ment-jQ£ ibae.^nrpQse.wicb^lie started out to accom- 
plish' and that actuated him in every move. 

It should be observed that we are not describing 
the average Republican but a Republican who was 
sincerely and earnestly pro-League to whose mind 
the question had no relation to politics. 

The typical pro-League Republican, however much 
of an idealist he may have been at heart, was end- 
nently practical in his acts. Out to fight for a cause, 
for the achievement of an end in which he was in- 
tensely interested, he was eager to grasp every op- 
portunity, to seize every advantage to attain it. It 
was not to his mind a matter of form or of method, 
but of results. 

In this respect his attitude was like that of a gen- 
eral in the field, ready for any change of position 
that would give encouraging promise of arrival at 
the end to be attained, which was victory. In the 
case of the general, it was victory for his honor and 
his country. In this case it was victory for his race. 
And that was in any man able to rise above partisan 
considerations, and therefore in the conscientious 
pro-league Republican, the controlling if not the 
whole motive and purpose that moved him and de- 
cided his course. It was to secure something of en- 
during value to the world and take no risk to lose it. 

In that sense he was an opportunist, ready to for- 
sake any position to gain an advantage for mankind. 
His politics was the conservation of the best interests 
of the world. 

I will offer in illustration through the remainder 
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of the chapter, the case of one with whom I happen 
to be acquainted. Beside the fact that I am familiar 
with it, I take this particular case because there was 
probably not a man upon the earth more determined 
than he to go over the top in doing his full part to 
get the United States into effective alliance with 
other nations to end, in so far as could be possible, 
the inexpressible folly and wickedness of war. There 
could have been no sincerer friend of the cause. 

In respect to that extreme intensity of interest, his 
is by no means an average case. It is selected be- 
cause it personifies, not in intensity but in sincerity 
and illustrates in its direction and purpose merely, 
the average feelings, desires, hopes and fears of the 
conscientious Eepublican at different stages of prog- 
ress in whose regard and interest the question is 
outside of and far transcends any partisan consider- 
ation. 

It is reasonably certain that through the greater 
part of the narrative the reader will marvel at the 
taking of this man's experience to illustrate that of 
the average. It is hoped that at the end of the story 
the propriety and wisdom of so doing will appear. 

The man whose activities and experiences we are 
to relate, early realized that we would not join with 
other nations even in so beneficent a cause as that of 
the prevention of war without a compromise of con- 
flicting opinions in which narrow and partisan con- 
siderations would have weight and the frailties of 
human nature exert their influence. 
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With that idea prominent in his mind he followed 
a course invariably consistent with it. 

While the League Covenant was provisional and 
subject to suggestions as to changes, he strongly crit- 
icized some of its features and proposed alterations 
which he believed would much improve it. 

Seeking to use persuasion with both sides, he 
urged Bepublican Senators and party leaders to 
make it clear to the public that they were not opposed 
to the general principles or purposes of the League, 
but only to certain objectionable features in the pro- 
visional draft which might be eliminated or modified 
— ^that they make their criticism constructive and not 
destructive and particularly that they avoid making 
the question a party issue. 

The day before the appearance of President Wil- 
son and Mr. Taft upon the same platform before a 
great audience in the Metropolitan Opera House, 
which was just prior to the return of the President 
to Paris, he wrote to Mr. Taft (who in terms much 
less diplomatic than was his wont, had scored the 
recalcitrant Republican Senators for their opposi- 
tion), a letter which said: 

**May I very respectfully and earnestly request 
that you consider if, in the present situation it would 
not be a real and great service if in your address on 
Tuesday evening you would make it very clear and 
pronoxmced, not only that you recognize that the pro- 
visional draft of the League constitution is not a per- 
fect document, but also that, being provisional, it is 
quite in order to offer suggestions and proposals to 
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amend it, and that such proposals if of real and 
large value will without doubt be given fair consider- 
ation.'* 

To accent the impression he also caused the letter 
to be printed in the form of a suggestion in a news- 
paper which he felt sure Mr. Taf t would read. This 
was followed by a telegram to President Wilson 
containing a similar suggestion. Mr. Taft fully re- 
sponded to the suggestion in his address, both in his 
introduction and conclusion. The telegram to Mr. 
Wilson was not delivered until after his address had 
been made. 

After the President had returned to Paris, our 
pro-League Republican set himself to work to do the 
best he could to cause it to be impressed upon the 
President's mind that important changes in the 
Covenant must be conceded to satisfy American 
opinion and avoid defeat in the Senate, while at the 
same time he tried to induce the Republican Sena- 
tors to agree upon and publicly state the exact 
changes which would be necessary to secure their 
support. Thus would the President and the premiers 
of Europe know definitely what would be required 
to secure the membership of the United States in the 
League, while on the other hand the Senators would 
be, with the same definiteness, committed to ratify 
the Treaty upon terms then satisfactory to them. 

By that committal would be avoided the almost 
inevitable result of a prolonged partisan strife ; the 
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augmentation of demands to a degree that would 
make agreement nearly if not qnite impossible. 

With these thoughts, on March 1st, 1919, he wrote 
a letter in duplicate to Senators Lodge and Harding, 
and to other national Republican leaders which was 
in part as follows : 

* * Since a soon to be adjourned Senate gives no op- 
portunity for a Senate resolution, I would much like 
to see a well considered and well drawn up state- 
ment, numerously signed by the reasonable Eepub- 
lican Senators, that will give the irreducible mini- 
mum (not too drastic or impossible) of the amend- 
ments to the League of Nations Constitution that 
will be required to secure their votes for ratifica- 
tion, aad added to that a request merely, for the fair 
consideration of other changes that may seem desir- 
able. 

* * Unless something of the sort is done the League 
plan is in great danger of being adopted in a form 
in which it will fail to be ratified by the Senate and 
the entire scheme of the League for Peace will col- 
lapse with \the blame resting on the Republican party. 
... I much fear that some of our leaders are taking 
a very mistaken course in opposing the League plan 
in its entirety rather than let it be very distinctly 
known that they heartily espouse the cause of the 
League of Nations and only seek by amendment to 
correct its more serious faults/' 

To what extent the Senators responded to the sug- 
gestions of this letter is not for recital in this book. 

It was almost the same day when our pro-League 
Republican wrote to Colonel House and also to Mr. 
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B. M. Baruoh, then in Paris (with both of whom he 
had formed a pleasant acquaintance) , letters in 
which, after references very friendly to President 
Wilson he said : * * Opinion here among many of the 
best men irrespective of party, is that the President 
is too autocratic ; that he wants to have his own way 
and do everything himself and will listen to advice 
from no one, and that that position of stubbornness 
on his part is seriously endangering the chances of 
ratification in the Senate/" He then introduced a 
diplomatic stroke by adding, **You will observe that 
I am not writing in expression of opinion, but as a 
reporter of opinion,** and suggested that they make 
thorough inquiries for themselves. 

This was followed by the bold request, **I will 
be very much pleased if you will show this to the 
President. He is too large a man to resent a frank 
and friendly expression though in criticism which is 
prompted only by a very deep interest in his own 
great cause.** The more than usual friendliness 
shown in a letter received not many days later from 
Mr. Wilson in reply to a communication upon a very 
different subject, convinced him that either Colonel 
House or Mr. Baruch had complied with his request. 

Though he had his own proposals of changes which 
he thought ought to be made in the constitution of 
the League of Nations and severely criticized some 
of its provisions, when the final draft of the Cove- 
nant was made public he at once urged with all the 
powers he possessed that the Treaty, of which it was 
a part, be ratified with only mild reservations that 
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would not threaten to defeat our entry through re- 
jection by the nations of Europe. 

His position was that a big, powerful and cour- 
ageous nation protected by the provision in its Con- 
stitution by which it could not be called to war with- 
out the affirmative act of its Congress in each specific 
case, retaining its positive power of veto by its own 
vote in the Council and having the right to withdraw 
after two years if not satisfied, would be taking no 
risk equal to the peril to civilization which must 
come through our refusal to be a part of the world 
combination for its protection, in which peril we 
would be inextricably involved. 

Further, he contended that with our great influ- 
ence and power and the dependence of other nations 
upon our moral and material support, the with- 
drawal clause* would be a lever which, discreetly 
used, would enable us while in membership in the 
League to bring about such a reformation of it as 
would bring it into conformity with American ideals, 
and make it a much more dependable organization 
of international forces for the correction of the evils 
of war and its ultimate elimination from the practice 
of nations. 

Though himself a Eepublican, he severely criti- 
cized and opposed some of the Lodge reservations a^ 
unnecessary and needlessly offensive in tone and ex- 
pression. But when, in November, 1919, it became 
evident that they offered the irreducible minimum of 
concession that the Eepublican side of the Senate 
would agree to make and thus had become the only 
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basis of compromise by which our entry into the 
League of Nations could become an accomplished 
fact, he urged and continued to urge with all the 
energy and wisdom of which he was capable, that 
those reservations be accepted as the best obtainable 
and the Treaty be ratified upon the Bepublican 
terms. 

When the Bepublican Senate proposal of reserva- 
tions was again offered in March, 1920, he more 
earnestly than ever urged their acceptance as the 
last opportunity to insure our becoming a member. 

He particularly deplored the risking of the entire 
vital question of our entry into the League to the 
perils of a partisan political campaign as unneces- 
sary and inexcusable. It was inexcusable in Ms 
mind, because by acceptance of the Bepublican pro- 
posal we could enter with the most effective pro- 
visions of the Covenant left in full force. Thus we 
would secure beyond any possibility of recall, a half 
a loaf of reUef to a needy world with the door not 
closed to appeal to the electorate for the other half, 
if such an appeal should be desired. 

With that feeling, when the compromise failed he 
repudiated the leadership that preferred submission 
of the entire question of our entering the League to 
the perils of a partisan election. In his belief, to 
continue in power the party responsible for that de- 
cision would mean only a renewal of futile strife. 
On the other hand; he believed that if that party 
went down in defeat and to the opposing party was 
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given the responsibility through the support of the 
friends of the League, and with pro-League Eepub- 
lioans still in both numbers and position strong in its 
councils, there would be good hope that we would 
either enter the League or form some other associa^ 
tion with the nations of Europe equally effective for 
the prevention of war. 

Influenced by these considerations he supported 
the Bepublican ticket in the national election and is 
now trying to work in so far as he may in cooperation 
with President Harding for world peace, quite will- 
ing to approve either our entry into the League with 
reservations safeguarding American independence 
or a new association of nations if the nations of 
Europe will join us in it, or anything else that will 
reasonably assure the peace of the world. 

I have with considered purpose selected in illus- 
tration of the evolution which went on in the minds 
of the average pro-League Bepublican, a man who 
was not of the average but who in some respects was 
a leader. A man selected from the average might 
be regarded as merely an individual case. But when 
a man is selected who (though in a limited degree), 
was a leader, and there is added the statement 
(which could be proved beyond any question what- 
ever by a multitude of instances), that Bepublican 
leaders of much greater importance who were earn- 
est advocates of the League, almost without excep- 
tion made the same changes of position and at prac- 
tically the same times, the evidence is reasonably 
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conclusive that the average pro-League Eepubliean 
did the same thing. For it is a truth of common ac- 
ceptance that what practically all the leaders will 
do the rank and file will do with them. 

While relatively few of the leaders and the rank 
and file entered into his moves, their minds drifted 
as did his with the swift current of events, and 
enough of them joined him in his moves to prove 
that they were in the same current. As an instance, 
more than a thousand of their nationally known lead- 
ers at one time united with an equal number of well 
known Democrats in signed approval of a significant 
pro-League compromise proposal which he initiated 
and presented to President Wilson and the Senate. 

There was another reason for the selection. He 
was a man the completeness of whose devotion to the 
cause he espoused cannot be questioned, and who put 
it so far above partisan considerations that he would 
have gone eagerly to the platform and to the polls 
to defeat the leaders of his party if he had believed 
that by the party's defeat and humiliation the cause 
of world peace would have gained. Therefore the 
changes of position, in his case at least, were due 
only to the conviction that the interests of that cause 
demaaded them. It was that conviction, whether 
justified or not, that led him to support the Bepub- 
lican candidates. 

These changes of pro-League Bepublican position 
have been referred to as an evolution. They were 
an evolution in the same way in which evolutions usu- 
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ally occur, by a natural and inevitable development. 
Were they not merely the sensible operations of sane 
and rational minds in the situations made by the 
changing conditions t 

Could they have done otherwise and yet act con- 
sistently with the guiding purpose with which they 
started out, which was not to advance any particular 
idea or conception, but to gain for the benefit alike of 
our age and coming generations, the best insurance 
that could be had of the prevention of war and the 
preservation of civilization t I think not. But 
there will be opposing opinions. 

The intention which has dictated this chapter has 
been to repeat in the form of a concrete and illum- 
inating illustration the answer to the question. Why 
did pro-League Republicans vote for Harding! It 
should aid to a right interpretation of the meaning 
and mandate of the vote. 

That this pro-League Bepublican, following the 
light of opportunity for his cause, as it appeared to 
him, arrived at the same destination as did other and 
more eminent Eepublicans who were earnest sup- 
porters of the League idea, merely shows that trend 
to have been an important Republican movement or 
evolution, and an essential part in the Republican 
triumph. 

A list of all the eminent Republican leaders who 
arrived at that destination, coupled with words 
which fell from their lips or pens in acknowledgment 
of that arrival, would make an impressive demon- 
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stration of the meaning of much of Senator Hard- 
ing's support. The requirement of brevity in this 
narration permits only the quotations from a very 
limited few whioh will be found in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IX. 

VOICES OF THE GBEAT LEADEBS.. 

IN reviewing the pre-election attitude of the great 
party leaders in which will be found strong con- 
firmation of all the foregoing, it is appropriate 
that we begin with the three who, by universal con- 
sent, stand at the front of the most highly honored of 
its members. 

They are William Howard Taf t, once President, 
nominated for a second term but defeated by a party 
split, the President of the League to Enforce Peace, 
and now by President Harding ^s appointment in the 
position of his heart's desire, that of Chief Justice 
of the United States; Elihu Eoot, one time gifted 
Senator, who has graced and honored two Cabinet 
positions including that of Secretary of State, thei 
most distinguished political counsellor and presiding 
ofl&oer at National Conventions and described not 
only by the great Boosetelt but also by general con- 
sent both here and abroad as the possessor of the fin- 
est and most masterful mind of all our countrymen ; 
and Charles Evans Hughes, twice Governor of the 
State of New York, once a Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court, the nominee of his party for 
the high oflSce of President to which he barely missed 
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election by a strange fluke in the California vote, the 
trusted counsellor and idol of aU the people and now 
the honored Secretary of State. 

The attitude of aU these was imiversally known, 
but since memories are short, it may not come amiss 
to quote them. 

Mr. Taft in signed articles in The Public Ledger 
of Philadelphia and in interviews and notable ad- 
dresses throughout the country strongly advised the 
friends of the League of Nations to vote for Senator 
Harding as the best if not the only hope for our 
entry into the League. It is suflScient for our pur- 
pose to quote only one of his pre-election expres- 
sions, that made by him in his address of October 
20th (only two weeks before the election) at Bloom- 
ington, Indiana, in which he said : 

**Mr. Harding's attitude upon the League has been 
this, that in an earnest desire to help the other 
nations he was willing to vote for the League with 
tiie Republican reservations, and he did so twice. In 
anticipation of Executive responsibility and of initia- 
tive he does not wish to submit the Wilson League to 
the Senate. He prefers to negotiate with the leading 
powers, now in the League, to revise and amend the 
League by an agreement with those powers before 
submitting Hie matter to the Senate. 

** Expressions that Mr. Harding 'scrapped* the 
League, has * repudiated' it, are grossly unfair ex- 
pressions. He has vigorously opposed Article X 
and the Monroe Doctrine provisions but he has not 
repudiated its other provisions and purposes. 

^'AU inference that he is opposed to any league 
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or opposed to the present Leagiie when those fea- 
tures which he deems to be objectionable are re- 
moved, and when other features are added that he 
deems to be necessary, does him injustice/' 

Immediately following the election of President 
Harding, in an article in The Public Ledger he said : 

* * The enemies of the League will maintain that the 
general verdict is one completely adverse to any 
league, but this will not be the reasonable judgment 
of those who have followed. Mr. Harding's prom- 
ises in his speech of acceptance, in his speech of 
August 28, in his Des Moines speech and his In- 
dianapolis speech/' 

Mr. Elihu Boot, following the request of Will H. 
Hays, now the Postmaster General and then Chair- 
man of the Eepublican National Committee, who 
asked whether the Hague Court could not be so de- 
fined as to include the work supposed to be the object 
of the League of Nations, cabled in reply : 

** Declaration on which Hays asks an opinion can 
not be defined. The Hague Court cannot be made to 
cover anything but justiciable questions. Matters of 
State policy must be dealt with by conference of 
powers. See explanation in my letter of March, 
1919. 

*'It is very unwise to declare the League dead. 
... It would not be true. The League has hardly 
begun to fipction because the terms of peace have 
not yet been enforced by the victorious nations, 
Polish questions, for example, are properly being 
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handled by the foreign offices without any reference 
to the League. They are not the League ^s business. 

*'In my opinion, a new deal here from the begin- 
ning by abandoning the Versailles Treaty is impos- 
sible. To attempt it would bring chaos and an entire 
loss of results of the war and general disaster in- 
volving the United States. The only possible course 
is to keep the treaty, modifying it to meet the re- 
quirements of the Senate reservations and the Chi- 
cago platform and probably in some other respects. 

* * The precise way in which such modifications can 
be best made must be determined at the time in con- 
ference with the other parties. It is impossible to 
forecast the methods because conditions next March 
are necessarily uncertain. Now the central idea is 
that the deadlock resulted from President Wilson's 
perverse refusal to negotiate for the consent of other 
powers to Americanization of the treaty, but that 
our new Administration will secure that consent. 

'*A separate declaration of peace was justified 
only by President Wilson's refusal to act. After 
March 4 that will no longer be justifiable, unless 
other powers refuse to consent to modification, which 
I do not anticipate. Don't allow Cox to drive you 
off the ground of Harding's Senate vote and our 
platform. Keep to the simple issue, Americaniza- 
tion." 

Since Mr. Boot is generally credited with being 
the author of the compromise plank in the platform, 
this interpretation of it has special interest and 
value. 

In the earlier letter to Chairman Hays to which 
Mr. Boot refers in his cable message, l^ere occurs 
this passage : 



^ 
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** There wa43 a weakness in the system devised by 
The Hague Conference. It was that arbitration of 
justiciable questions was not made obligatory so 
that no nation could bring another before the court 
unless the defendant was willing to come, and there 
was no way to enforce a judgment.'' 

Referring to this the New York Times said : 

**Mr. Eoot declared his belief that questions that 
were strictly * justiciable or judicial' should be sub- 
jected to obligatory adjudication. This is in accord 
with a provision of the League Covenant. While 
he admitted that some difficulties were apparent with 
regard to questions of policy, he seemed to endorse 
the plan contained in the League covenant of making 
international conferences upon political quq^tions 
compulsory in times of danger and practically im- 
possible for any nation to keep out of them. He 
praised this scheme, although indicating what he re- 
garded as some defects." 

Mr. Boot's advice to League supporters to favor 
Senator Harding's election as our surest introduc- 
tion to membership in that society of nations will be 
found in the next -quotation, which for certain rea- 
sons occurs under the name of Mr. Hughes. 

The advice of Mr. Charles E. Hughes may be 
found in the famous ** Thirty-one Paper" of October 
14th (a little more than two weeks prior to the eleo- 
tion) of which he and Mr. Eoot are reputed to be 
joint authors, and which at any rate was signed by 
them and twenty-nine other eminent pro-League 
Republicans. Strongly advocating the election of 
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Mr. Harding and defining their own position in re- 
spect to the League of Nations, it is practically ad- 
vice to all its friends to support the Harding ticket 
in its interests. 
Because of its ^eat importance and the influence 

of the names attached to it, it is here quoted in full : 

**The undersigned, who desire that the United 
States shall do her full part in association with the 
other civilized nations to prevent war, have earn- 
estly considered how we may contribute most effec- 
tively to that end by our votes in the coming election. 

**The question between the candidates is not 
whether our country shall join in such an association. 
It is whether we shall join under an agreement con- 
taining the exact provisions negotiated by President 
Wilson at Paris, or under an agreement which omits 
or modifies some of those provisions that are very 
objectionable to great numbers of the American 
people* 

* * The paper signed by thirty-eight Republican Sen- 
ators in March, 1919, before the League covenant 
was adopted at Paris, advised the President that the 
signers could not approve a treaty in the form then 
proposed, although it was Hheir sincere desire that 
the nations of the world should unite to promote 
peace and general disarmament. ' 

**A majority of the Senate voted to ratify the 
League Covenant with modifications, which there is 
good evidence to show would have been accepted by 
the other nations ; but Mr. Wilson refused to accept 
these modifications, and insisted upon the agreement 
absolutely imchanged, and Democratic Senators suf- 
ficient in nxmiber to defeat the treaty as modified 
followed Mr. Wilson by voting against ratification. 

* * That is substantially the difference between the 



120 THE GREAT DECEPTION 

parties now. The Democratic platform and candi- 
date stand unqualifiedly for the agreement negoti- 
ated at Paris without substantial modification. 

*^0n the other hand, the Republican platform 
says: . . 

... ^*'*T?he Republican Party stands for agreement 
among the nations to preserve the peace of the world. 
We believe that such an international association 
0, )must be based upon international justice and must 
, v/ .Cy provide methods which shall maintain the rule of 
\ \^0 public right by the development of law and the de- 
cision of impartial courts; and which shall secure 
instant and general international conference when- 
ever peace shall be threatened by political action so 
that the nations pledged to do and insist upon what 
is just and fair may exercise their influence and 
power for the prevention of war. ' 
-' ^^-MrrHarding said in his speech of August 28: 

* * ^ There are distinctly two types of international 
relationship. One is an offensive and defensive alli- 
ance of great powers. . . . The other type is a so- 
ciety of free nations, or an association of free na- 
tions, or a league of free nations animated by con- 
siderations of right and justice instead of might and 
self-interest, and not merely proclaimed an agency 
in pursuit of peace, but so organized and so partici- 
pated in as to make the actual attainment of peace a 
reasonable possibility. Such an association I favor 
with all my heart, and I would make no fine distinc- 
tion as to whom credit is due. One need not care 
what it is called. Let it be an association, a society 
or a league, or what not. Our concern is solely with 
the substance, not the form thereof.' 

* * Mr. Harding has since repeatedly reaffirmed the 
declarations of this speech in the most positive 
terms. 
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* * The question accordingly is not between a league 
or no league, but is whether certain provisions in the 
proposed league agreement shall be accepted un- 
changed or shall be changed. 

^ ^ The contest is not about the principle of a league 
of nations, but is about the method of most effec- 
tively applying that principle to preserve peace. 

**If the proposed changes in the Paris agreement 
were captious or without substantial grounds, one 
might question the sincerity of their advocates. 
This, however, is not the case. 

**The principal change proposed concerns Article 
X of the League Covenant as negotiated at Paris. 
Mr. Wilson declares this to be *the heart of the 
League' and the chief controversy is about this. 

** Article X provides that the nations agreeing to 
the treaty shaU * preserve as against external a^g- 
gression the territorial integrity and existing polit- 
ical independence of all members of the League. ' 

**That is an obligation of the most vital import- 
ance and it certainly binds every nation entering 
into it to go to war whenever war may, be necessary 
to preserve the territorial integrity or political in- 
dependence of any member of the League against 
external aggression. ^_., r 

**It is idle to say that Congress has power to re- j 
fuse to authorise such a war, for whenever the treaty ; 
calls for war a refusal by Congress to pass the neces- ; 
sary resolution would be a refusal by our govern- ' 
ment to keep the obligation of the treaty. The alter- 
native would be war or a breach of the solemnly 
pledged faith of the United States. 

**We cannot regard such a provision as necessary 
or useful for a league to preserve peace. 

**We have reached the conclusion that the true 
course to bring America into an effective league to 
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preserve peace is not by insisting with Mr. Cox upon 
the acceptance of such a provision as Article X, thus 
prolonging the unfortunate situation created by Mr. 
Wilson 's insistence upon that article, but by frankly 
calling upon the other nations to agree to changes 
in the proposed agreement which will obviate this 
vital objection and other objections less the subject 
of dispute. 

**For this course we can look only to the Eepub- 
lican Party and its candidate ; the Democratic Party 
and Mr. Cox are not bound to follow it. The Repub- 
lican Party is bound by every consideration of good 
faith to pursue such a course until the declared object 
is attained. 

* ^ The conditions of Europe make it essential that 
the stabilizing effect of the treaty already made be- 
tween the European Powers shall not be lost by them 
and that the necessary changes be made by changing 
the terms of that treaty rather than by beginning en- 
tirely anew. 

* ^ That course Mr. Harding is willing to follow, for 
he said in his speech of August 28th : 

^ ^ I would take and combine all that is good and ex- 
cise all that is bad from both organizations (the 
Court and the League). This statement is broad 
enough to include the suggestion that if the League 
which has heretofore riveted our considerations and 
apprehensions has been so entwined and interwoven 
into the peace of Europe that its good must be pre- 
served in order to stabilize the peace of that conti- 
nent, then it can be amended or revised so that we 
may still have a remnant of the world *s aspirations 
in 1918 builded into the world *s highest conception 
of helpful cooperation in the ultimate realization.' 

** We therefore believe that we can most effectively 
advance the cause of international cooperation to 
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promote peace by supporting Mr. Harding for elec- 
tion to the Presidency. 
^^October 14, 1920.'' 

The paper was signed by 

Lyman Abbott, 

Nicholas Murray Butler, President Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

Eobert S. Brookings, President Washington Uni- 
versity at St. Louis. 

Paul D. Cravath. 

Charles W. Dabney, President University of Cin- 
cinnati. 

William H. P. Faunce, President, Brown Univer- 
sity. 

Frank J. Goodnow, President Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. 

Warren Gregory, San Francisco. 

John Grier Hibben, President Princeton University. 

Herbert Hoover. 

Charles Evans Hughes. 

Alexander C. Humphries, President Stevens Insti- 
tute of Technology. 

Ernest M. Hopkins, President Dartmouth College. 

William Lawrence, Bishop of Massachusetts. 

Samuel McCune Lindsay, President, Academy Polit- 
ical Science, Columbia University. 

A. Lawrence Lowell, President, Harvard Univer- 
sity; Chairman Executive Committee League 
to Enforce Peace. 

John Henry MacCracken, President Lafayette Col- 
lege. 

Samuel Mather, Cleveland, Ohio. 

George A. Plimpton, President Board of Trustees, 
Amherst College. 
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Henry S. Prichett, President, Carnegie Foundation 
for Advancement of Teaching. 

Charles A. Richmond, President Union College. 

Elihu Root. 

Jacob Gonld Schurman, former President Cornell 
University. 

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War nnder Roose- 
velt. 

Oscar S. Straus, member Executive Committee 
League to Enforce Peace and one time Cabinet 
member. 

Henry W. Taft, member Executive Committee 
League to Enforce Peace. 

Isaac M. Ullman, New Haven, member Executive 
Committee League to Enforce Peace. 

William Allen White, editor and author, Emporia, 
Kansas. 

George W. Wiokersham, member Executive Commit- 
tee League to Enforce Peace and former Attor- 
ney General. 

W. W. Willoughby, Professor Political Science, 
Johns HopMns University. 

Bay Lyman Wilbur, President Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

The names of former President Taft and others 
of great influence are absent only for the reason that 
they could not be reached at the time the declaration 
was signed. 

Commenting upon the concluding part of the state- 
ment The Outlook of October 27th said, **That Mr. 
Harding is willing to follow this course is indicated 
in his speech of August 28th.* 

*Notb: The explanation of the omission of more personal quota- 
tions from the expressions of Mr. Hughes is that, unlike others of 
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Having now shown in their own words the atti- 
tude of the three preeminent leaders of the party to 
have been in favor of Senator Harding's election 
distinctly in the interests of the League, we will see 
how it was with the three in preeminent popular 
leadership as candidates for the party nomination 
to the oflSce of President. 

Their names come at once and without question to 
the reader's mind. They are Wood, Lowden, Hoover. 
Wood and Lowden were far in the lead both in presi- 
dential primaries and Convention. One or the other 
would have secured the nomination had not the **big 
bosses" in determination that neither should have it, 
with much skill played **the field" against them. 
Subtracting from the Johnson strength in primaries 
and Convention delegates the pro-German vote 
which was in the interests of Germany, and the anti- 
British vote which was for Ireland and neither of 
which was in that position Republican or all-Ameri- 
can, their lead would have been so much greater that 
Senator Johnson would have been indeed a sorry 
* * also ran. ' ' 

Mr. Hoover, unsupported by organization, natu- 
rally could not equal the Wood or Lowden showing. 
But as to general i)opularity in the party and among 
all the people, it is commonly conceded that he led 
them all. 

General Leonard D. Wood, soldier hero of the 

whom the author requested authentic quotations, he wrote that he had 
kept no record of them and was therefore unable to sapply them. 
But his signature to the ^'31 Paper" is sufficient 



126 THE GREAT DECEPTION 

party, heir to Eoosevelt's mantle, the most formid- 
able aspirant for the presidential nomination and 
understood to be President Harding ^s choice for 
Governor General of the Philippines, in joint de- 
bate with Senator Poindexter in the primary contest 
in Sonth Dakota annonnced his position as ^^ Ap- 
proval of the League of Nations with the Senate 
reservations — reservations which thoroughly Amer- 
icanize it and leave America absolutely free and un- 
trammeled to follow the only mandate she will ever 
accept — ^the mandate of American public opinion, 
the will of the American people. * ' 

Frank 0. Lowden, twice Goyemor of Illinois, next 
to General Wood in primary and Convention support 
for the nomination, who was offered and declined a 
position in President Harding's Cabinet, said in the 
primary campaign statement of his policies : 

** Another question is that of the League of Na- 
tions. I believe in the passage of the League of 
Nations Covenant with reservations. I defend the 
action of Senators who insisted upon reservations to 
the charter submitted to them. . . . When the Eepnb- 
lican party is in power we shall, I hope, proceed to 
establish this machinery for adjusting international 
differences. * ' 

In concluding his frank and manly reply to the 
campaign questions of Senator Borah as to his po- 
sition as a candidate he said, ^^I therefore hope that 
the treaty may be ratified promptly with the reser- 
vations, in 8ubstanoe, already adopted by the Sen- 
ane* 
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Herbert Hoover, now conspicaous in the Cabinet 
of President Harding and in the councils of the Gov- 
ernment, needs no encomimn and no introduction to 
the people of the United States or of the world. It 
is enough to say that he is Herbert Hoover. 

Hlis position in the campaign was defined with such 
clearness and emphasis and was so generally and 
w^ll understood, it would seem hardly necessary to 
quote him here. But the reader would be keenly dis- 
appointed if his utterances were omitted, and they 
are so important and well put and were so influential, 
that to exclude them would be a serious loss. 

In an interview with him shortly before his first 
speech in the campaign, the author went to the unnec- 
essary pains to say to him, what he said to many 
others, **The gravest peril to the cause of peace 
seems to me to be this, that Johnson and Borah be- 
lieve and are making the party and the country 
believe that they have made the issues and are dom- 
inating the campaign. If that false impression is 
allowed to go unchallenged, when they return to the 
Senate they will be able to draw to their side such 
Senate support as will enable them to block com- 
pletely Senator Harding when as President he in- 
vites approval either of the existing League with 
reservations or any other worth-while association of 
nations which he may propose. To oflfset that, is it 
not the obligation of each and every nationally 
known pro-League Bepublican leader to get to the 
front in support of Senator Harding and make it 
plain upon every possible occasion that they advo- 
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oate his election because they favor the Leagae or 
its equivalent in an association of nations, and trust 
Mr. Harding when elected to make good his promises 
to put one or the other through!^' 

Mr. Hoover's only reply to this question was, **I 
am to speak in Indianapolis next Thursday. Bead 
my speech. * ' The author and the entire Republican 
party read it with very general satisfaction. No 
apology is offered for quoting at considerable 
length the parts that refer to the question to which 
we are giving consideration. They here follow: 

** Inasmuch as forty nations, comprising three- 
quarters of the people of the globe, have embraced 
the ^ League of Nations * as a term expressing certain 
ideas, I prefer that term, but I care little for term- 
inology. The essential thing is that the Republican 
party has pledged itself by platform, by the actions 
of its majority in the Senate, by the repeated state- 
ments of Senator Harding, that they undertake the 
fundamental mission to put into living being the 
principle of an organized association of nations for 
the preservation of peace. The carrying out of that 
pronaise is the test of the entire sincerity, integrity 
and statesmanship of the Republican party.'' . . . 

* * The Republican party has indeed pledged itself 
against the unmodified Covenant and those who sup- 
port the party are indeed voting against some of the 
methods of the Covenant in putting this great prin- 
ciple into action. But this position of the party is 
as far as daylight from dark from the attitude of 
those who wish no League or no association for those 
purposes. If there be persons supporting the Re- 
publican party today on the belief or hope that this 



THE GREAT DECEPTION 129 

party is the avenue to destruction of this great prin- 
ciple, that the party will not with sincerity and 
statesmanship carry out their pledges to bring it 
into eflfect, then they are counting on the insincerity 
and the infidelity of the Eepubfican party and its 
nominee for the Presidency. I do not believe it 
would fail, or I would not be here at this moment. 
If, by any chance, it should fail, it will have made 
a deeper wound in the American people than the 
temporary delay in our adherence to a League of 
Nations.'* • . • 

**My personal view with regard to the practical 
development of a League is that some articles in the 
present treaty must be abandoned and some modi- 
fied. But a great many parts of the present treaty 
are good and are intertwined with the stability of 
the world. They offer opportunity to secure cooper- 
ation of the great majority of nations who have 
joined it. Therefore, I believe that in keeping faith 
with the promise to use all that is good in the Cove- 
nant for the development of the great principle to 
which it has pledged itself practical Eepublican 
statesmanship must build upon the foundations of 
the existing treaty, and include in it the great step 
forward in international justice now settled by Sen- 
ator Eoof 



• • 



The following are quotations from articles by Mr. 
Hoover in the Philadelphia Public Ledger and the 
Chicago Dailt/ News: 

**The treaty, with its annexes, comprises a total 
of nearly 600 articles, of which some twenty-seven 
comprise the League Covenant. Only eight or ten 
have been under criticism and the great bulk of such 
criticism is directed alone to Article X. Entirely 
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* 

aside from the Covenant artides, the remainder are 
not only the basis of European stability but are of 
great political and economic importance to the 
United States. . • . 

** Aside from a few articles touched by the reser- 
vations, I have heard no suggestion that these ar- 
ticles should be drafted otherwise than as they ap- 
pear in the treaty. . • . 

**As to the Covenant of the League. The actual 
organization of the League is a going concern that 
has gained in membership some ten nations during 
the last sixty days to a total of thirty-nine nations, 
representing nearly 75 per cent, of the population of 
the globe with a number of new nations applying for 
admission. And aside from the powers it may exert 
in the prevention of war (which are tiie matters 
mainly in dispute with us) it is indeed as Senator 
Hardmg suggests intertwined in the actual stabiUty 
and government of Europe. • . . 

**I stand earnestly for a league of nations to mini- 
mize war, and moreover I stand for the League with 
alterations in the direction pointed by the Eepub- 
lican reservations. ... 

**I believe that the present Covenant with altera- 
tions indicated by the Republican reservations en- 
tirely covers such an association as I describe. I 
favor building upon the present League as a matter 
of practical statesmanship. Thirty-nine nations 
representing 75 per cent, of the people of the globe 
have accepted it. They are not going to consent to 
its destruction; they will accept alteration and im- 
provement. The present League has functions con- 
nected with the execution of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles that make it an integral part of llie stability 
of Europe, entirely aside from its functions in the 
prevention of war. By necessity of some reservoir 
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for insolvable problems, such as Danzig and Con- 
stantinople, the present League is intertwined in 
the stability of Europe and can not be torn down 
without again jeopardizing the world in war. The 
stability of Europe and its gradual recuperation is 
absolutely vital to every working man and every 
fanner in the United States, . . /' 

' Among other voices repeating the same affirmar 
tion of pro-League Republican faith was that of Cal- 
vin Coolidge, twice Governor of Masschusetts and 
now the Vice-President. In his address of October 
28th (less than a week preceding the election), before 
the Young Bepublican Club in Carnegie Hiall, New 
York, he said : 

"If the security of Europe is so intertwined with 
the Versailles Treaty and the existing League of 
Nations that we can make the best progress by taking 
the good in that treaty and in that covenant and by 
excising or amending tiiose things which are not con- 
sonant with American traditions and habits, surely 
the Bepublican platform permits of such a course ; 
surely the public declarations of Senator Harding 
permit such a course.'* 

In that distinctly Bepublican gathering the out- 
burst of applause which greeted this utterance com- 
pelled the speaker to wait in silence nntil it had sub< 
sided. 

In an earlier address when the nomination was 
formally tendered to him he clearly disapproved of 
the League without reservations but distinctly ex- 
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pressed his approval of the action of the Bepublican 
Senators in voting for it with the reservations which 
by their votes had been attached to it. 

W. Murray Crane, for three terms Governor of 
Massachusetts, then a United States Senator and 
for nearly twenty years a dominant member of the 
Bepublican National Committee, whose political in- 
fluence in Massachusetts and throughout New Eng- 
land as a party leader was exceeded by no man, and 
who during his years in the Senate, together with 
Aldrich, dominated the party's policy in national leg- 
islation, stood stoutly for the League with reserva- 
tions. 

This silent but potential leader who seldom uttered 
a word in public, in the Convention Committee con- 
ferences at Chicago urged endorsement of the Treaty 
of Versailles and with eflfective reservations the 
League of Nations embodied in it. Following that, 
up to the day of his death, he quietly but effectively 
supported the Bepublican ticket distinctly as a 
friend and advocate of the League. 

Among those who gave the same support upon the 
same grounds were William Allen White of Kansas, 
Henry J. Allen, the popular Governor of that State, 
Judge Nathan L. Miller, now Governor of New York, 
Charles S. Whitman, quite recently the Governor of 
the Empire State, Lyman J. Gage, Secretary of the 
Treasury under McKinley and Boosevelt, George 
W. Wickersham, Attorney General during the ad- 
ministration of President Taft, Charles D. Hilles, 
President of the National Bepublican Club, once 
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Chairman and still a member of the Bepublican Na- 
tional Committee, Theodore E. Burton, former 
United States Senator from Ohio, and many others 
of equal distinction in Bepublican politics who were 
known to be ardent advocates of our entry into the 
League. 

There were many like Oscar S. Straus, former 
member o^ the National Cabinet, who was so strong 
in support of the League that he once said to the 
author, ' * My politics is the League of Nations, * * who 
seriously debated their course in no other interest 
than that of world peace, with the result that they 
united in urging support of Senator Harding's elec- 
tion as the best hope of our entry into the League of 
Nations upon the basis of reasonable compromise 
which Democratic statesmanship had rejected. 

Among educators of national distinction who 
united in the same urging were scores of university 
and college presidents besides Drs. Lowell, Hibben, 
Butler, Schurman, Wilbur and others whose names 
appear attached to the * * Thirty-one Paper. ' ' Among 
these were Frank Gunsaulus, Arnold Bennett Hall 
and Henry S. Drinker. 

Many nationally known pastors and preachers of 
religion, not given to political discussion and activ- 
ity, but deeply interested in the cause of peace and 
friendly to the League of Nations, let it be known 
that they favored the return of the Republican party 
to control of the government as the best promise 
of the realization of their hopes. Among these may 
be mentioned Lyman Abbott, Bishop Lawrence of 
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MassaohusettSy S. Parkes Cadman, George B. Van 
De Water, Robert Watson, Nehemiah Boynton and 
Francis E. Clark, founder and head of the Society 
of Christian Endeavor, which has a membership of 
four millions. All of these were, not only as preach- 
ers and pastors but also as writers and platform 
speakers^ moral leaders of great and wide influence. 
One of them, Dr. Lyman Abbott, known every- 
where throughout the land and universally respected 
as a broadminded, wise and sincere adviser, in an 
article under the title, **To the Uncertain Voter, ^' 
printed in The Outlook, of which he has long been the 
Editor in Chief, opened the subject by saying in his 
usual unmistakable way, 

*'Ever since 1895 I have been an advocate of a 
League of Nations, and am so still. In this article I 
am to put before the uncertain voter two considera- 
tions which have led me, as an independent and an 
advocate of a League of Nations, to decision to vote 
for Mr. Harding in the ensuing election. ^ ^ 

In army and navy circles, and generally through- 
out the country, the views of General Pershing and 
Admiral Sims were understood to be in consonance 
with those expressed by General Wood and Gover- 
nor Lowden. Though tiie rules of the Departments 
under which they held their commands prevented 
their vocal expression in the campaign, that general 
understanding as to their positions had its influence. 

In addition to what the foregoing reveals as to the 
position of political and moral leaders in the party, 
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it is so conunonly known that there is no need to offer 
evidences to support it, that the great business, in- 
dustrial and financial leaders who adhered to the 
party were, in general, at the time the nominations 
were made, strongly in favor of our entry into the 
League upon some fair basis of compromise, as was 
evidenced by the almost unanimous recommenda- 
tions of the societies and assemblies of which they 
were an important part, and also by their own in- 
dividual expressions. 

Even Senator Lodge gave encouragement to pro- 
League Republicans when in a letter to George B, 
Bishop of New York City, of date of July 1, 1920, 
and published in the Trihv/ne of July 30 in that year, 
he wrote : 

**The passage you quote from my letter [i. e., a 
prior one wherein the Senator described his efforts 
to get the treaty ratified] represented my position 
then and represents it now. I have never changed 
it. The proof that I was ready to ratify the treaty 
is that I voted twice to ratify it with reservations. 
As for meeting all the charges the Democrats make, 
of course that is perfectly useless. One can only 
trust to the facts, which is what I do. Of course, the 
resolution about the league in our platform does not 
repudiate what we have done before. It sustains the 
Senate in its attitude. It makes no promises for the 
future.'' 

Senator Borah, irreconcilable foe of the League 
and likewise of our joining any association of nations 
that he is, defended his support of Harding upon the 
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ground that there was no other alternative since the 
opposing candidate was even more friendly to the 
League. 

In these days when women are so successfully 
asserting and exercising their political rights, it 
would be a grave oversight not to take account of the 
influence of the woman voter and leader. As to their 
position in relation to the question under considera- 
tion a significant showing has been made by the 
nation-wide poll recently taken by The Woman Citi- 
zen, the results of which appear in an earlier chap- 
ter. 

I will here quote one very widely known and re- 
spected, Miss Gertrude Atherton, who, after explain- 
ing how by a temporary change in residence she had 
unintentionally lost her legal right to vote, said, **If 
I could vote I fancy it would be for Harding. I don ^t 
think there is much choice between the candidates. 
. . . But I prefer some one who is for the League of 
Nations with reservations. * ' 

An influence upon the vote not to be disregar<led 
was that of the Republican newspaper press. There 
was probably not a state in the union in which there 
were not important newspapers supporting Senator 
Harding's election which stood with the pro-League 
Republican leaders in support of the proposition 
that the Republican party offered the best depend- 
ence for a rational entry of our country into the 
League. 

Some of these that come readily to mind are the 
New York Tribime, the Public Ledger of Philadel- 
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phia, the Cincinnati Times-Star, the Toledo Blade, 
and the Chicago Evening Post. That staunch Be- 
pobliean newspaper and ardent advocate of the 
Leagne, the Chicago DaUtf News, not satisfied with 
Harding's position at first, swung to him in the last 
weeks of the campaign. The Chicago Tribtme while 
flaying without mercy the superstate features of the 
League, appealed for pro-League votes for Harding 
in an editorial entitled * * A Vote for Cox is Against 
the League. ' ' Its leading political correspondent, 
Arthur Sears Henning, writing from Indiana in the 
heat of the campaign, said that all but two of the 
most important Republican newspapers in that state 
supported the League. 

Other Republican newspapers of national impor- 
tance supporting Harding's election as the best hope 
of our entry into the League were the Washington 
Herald, the Baltimore American, the Boston Herald, 
the St. Louis Olobe-DemocnU, and the Milwaukee 
Sentinel. 

In Kansas the same position was taken by 
William Allen WJiite's Emporia Gazette and Sena- 
tor Arthur Capper's Topeka Capital, In Senator 
Johnson's state staxmch Republican journals from 
Oakland to Fresno, including the Los Angeles 
Times, supported Hoover. In Borah's state the 
Boise' Statesman supported the League. The Port- 
land Oregonian headed the list of Republican papers 
of that state in telling the Republican representa- 
tives that the West wanted the League; and when 
Senator Cmmnings who is hmnensely popular in 
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Iowa, came out against it he was met with a oolnmn 
and a half protest from the Des Moines Register, 
and almost the entire Bepublican press of the state 
was strong in its support. 

As to numerical strength, more than one hundred 
and fifty notably Bepublican newspapers in the 
country gave earnest support to the positions of 
Booty BkigheSy Taf t and Hoover, and to that of the 
majority of EepnbUcan Senators represented by 
Lenroot, Colt and Kellogg. 

The Public Ledger published regularly the pro- 
League special editorials of Taft. The New York 
Trihwne expressed a sentiment common to pro- 
League Bepublican papers when in its editorial 
leader, two days after the election, weighing the 
relative chances of the existing League and the es- 
tablishment of a new organization, it said, ' ' These 
alternative doors Senator Harding, in spite of the 
stresses of the campaign, haa kept steadily open,'' 
and added, ^^Our own judgment is that the easiest 
way is to enter with proper reservations the Lea^e 
that is.'' 

The voter remembered also Boosevelt's earnest 
insistence, often quoted in the campaign, that a 
League of Nations to enforce peace must emerge 
out of the ruin wrought by the war, and accepted it 
as good Bepublican doctrine. 

With their own words to certify it every reason- 
able mind must, in spite of prejudice and precon- 
ception, concede it to be true that the greatest and 
most popular leaders in the party freely and pub- 
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Udy gave that advice on the very eve of the eleo- 
tion. With that conceded, does it not put too great 
a strain upon credulity to believe that the great noiass 
of the party, who long had followed those leaders, 
and who themselves for more than a year had bent 
to the same insistence in respect to the League, did 
on election day repudiate that leadership and re- 
versing their own long held position vote contrary 
to that advice f 

Is it reasonable to assume that they voted in the 
belief that the election of Senator Harding would 
mean total rejection of the League when these great 
popular leaders assured them that it would mean 
acceptance of the League with reservations, when 
the platform and the candidate half promised it and 
the party record for two years pointed nowhere 
elsef 

How much less can any unbiased mind hold the 
view that it was a vote against our joining any 
union of nations whatever for the maintenance of 
peace f And that too, in addition to the above in 
the face of the fact that in his every speech Senator 
Harding named an association of nations aa the one 
and only alternative to the League. 

It would be strange indeed if the leaders talked 
and wrote that way and the people, their followers, 
voted the opposite way. 

It is true that a small bloc of leaders, mostly mem- 
bers of the Senate, conspicuously led by two of their 
number, had opposed our entry into the League 
upon any terms. But they were a small minority 
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of the Bepublioan Senators a great majority of 
whom had raised their voices and recorded their 
votes in favor of terms which, because of that ma- 
jority, are known as **the Senate reservations.*' 

Only one of that small cabal of irreconcilable op- 
position which, because of the smallness of their 
number and the obstinacy of their obstruction to the 
Republican will and purpose to enter the League with 
reservations, came to be known as '* bitter-enders,'' 
cut any figure an a possible candidate of the party 
for the office of President. And the great bulk of 
his following in the primaries is accounted for by 
the pro-German and anti-British voters whose sup- 
port was not upon either Republican or American 
grounds, but upon what they believed to be the in- 
terests of Germany and of Ireland. 

Even with that support he was badly beaten and 
his vote seemed considerable, as has been shown by 
the official figures in an earlier chapter, only when 
compared with the divided votes cast for one of two 
or more opposing candidates who had declared in 
favor of the League with the Senate reservations. 

Under what strange and unaccountable influence 
did the Republican voters reverse their known atti- 
tude of the entire year just preceding and their re- 
corded votes in the primaries and on election day 
cast a secret ballot against the advice of their lead- 
ers, against the consistent party record and against 
their own long and consistently held-position! And 
since it was a secret ballot, how does anybody know 
that they did! 
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The burden of proof rests with the irreconcilable 
leaders^ who, lacking the support of facts, are try- 
ing by loud assertion to make out the case that they 
did. Have they submitted any convincing proofs 
to sustain the charge? 

Unless very adequate reasons can be given to show 
a complete reversal of opinion during the four 
months of the presidential campaign, the only sane 
conclusion must be that on the day of the election^ 
the great mass of both of the greater political par- 
ties voted for entry into the League of Nations, on 
the Republican side with strong safeguarding res- 
ervations, on the Democratic side with little reserva- 
tion, in accordance with the best judgment of which 
they were individually capable. 

No such adequate reasons have been given. In- 
stead there has been offered bald and unreasoning 
assumption. 

Can any one measure the degree of partisan pre- 
judice that could enable a writer in a great metro- 
politan journal, in the face of all the facts, to say 
without being overwhelmed by a sense of his own 
gigantic presumption in saying it, that it is prepos- 
terous to claim that the seven million majority for 
Harding meant anything else than that the people of 
the United States rose up in repudiation not only 
of the League, but of our becoming a part of any 
association of nations whatever? 

For that tremendous assumption the writer of- 
fered no reasons beyond his own bold declarations. 
Such a man is guided to his conclusions solely by his 
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own feelings and desires. I do not doubt that he is 
sincere, and that is a fair example of the prevailing 
argoment that one hears from the man in the street 
in support of the great deception. The only real 
argument for it is the memory of the German-Irish- 
made demonstrations at Bepublican meetings, their 
reflex after-influence and the fact that a great many 
I)eople believe it. All the other facts worth noting 
argue the other way. But what difference does that 
make to the unreasoning irrecondlables who will 
have it that everything means what they want it to 
mean, and to the unthinking who accept as true 
whatever is proclaimed with the loudest voice ! 

There is need to expose the deception, whether it 
be honest or intended, when wide credence is given 
to the absurd claim that the vote for Senator 
Harding was a repudiation of both League and as- 
sociation of nations in face of the fact that in nearly 
every speech in his campaign, in keeping with the 
platform assurance of an * international associa- 
\ ^ tion^' through which *'the nations pledged to do and 

\j insist upon what is just and fair may exercise their 
influence and power for the prevention of war,'' he 

X made emphatic declaration in favor of such associa^ 
tion, if consideration for the peace of Europe should 
not require that we enter a revised and modified 
League. 

Made totally blind by overmastering prejudice 
an honest man may interpret the vote to mean re- 
jection of the League of Nations. But if there be 
statesmen and x>olitical leaders who in disregard of 
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all the compelling evidence of easily discerned facts 
wonld persuade the people that the election result 
is a mandate of the American voter against the en- 
try of the United States into any society of nations 
for the preservation of peace, it will be a hard task 
to defend them against the charge of deception in 
its literal and worst sense or save them from the 
opprobrium which that deception would deserve. 

They who flatter themselves that the peopte would' 
quietly submit to a failure to join in a vital and ef- 
fective union with other nations for the prevention 
of war, are destined to a rude awakening. That 
failure would be a flagrant and unforgivable viola- 
tion of every pledge of the party leaders, the plat- 
form and the party record and of the plainest and 
most unequivocal promises of President Harding. 

Not upon mere assertion — ^not upon vain deter- 
mination to twist the truth to conform to the will 
and prejudices of a party group, not upon trivial 
things fished out of obscure comers of dark imag- 
ination, but upon open and commonly known, broad 
daylight and indisputable facts we submit the peo- 
ple 's case to the unprejudiced and considerate judg- 
ment of reasonable men. 

Apart from the subject of the chapter now con- 
cluded, it is not in any spirit of unkindness but with 
the best of good will that we may say to our Presi- 
dent that we look to him to rise above personal am- 
bition. That is the only road to greatness and the 
highest success. The supreme greatness of Wash- 
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ington and Lincoln was in their ability to forget self 
in the great hour of their country's need. 

Caesar and Napoleon are but examples of great 
men who have fallen before the temptations of in- 
ordinate ambition. There have been in recent 
American history more than one instance of a great 
man's self -defeat through listening to that tempta- 
tion in the hour of supreme opportunity when the 
turning of a deaf ear to it would have crowned him 
with immortal fame. 

It is an ever lurking peril to great men. No man 
is so high in the estimation of the people that he 
may not fall. Wilson was acclaimed not by a ma- 
jority of seven millions of his countrymen, but by 
the world. And he fell. In the desire that his coun- 
try yield to his imperious will and enter the League 
of Nations by the way of his personal conception 
and by no other, in respect to his country's share in 
it, he pulled down upon his own head the temple 
of his own creation. 

There is this difference. Wilson was acclaimed 
for really great ideals which lifted him to the moral 
leadership of the world. The thirteen millions of 
American voters in their choice of Harding ac- 
claimed not his ideals, but their trust in him to put 
into effect their own. They have not lost that faith. 
They do not believe that ambition other than the 
laudable one to serve their will and the world's great 
need, will come in to bring about another fall before 
the alluring temptation to devise and to use his coun- 
try's unique position of power to create something 
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with which his own name wiU be associated in iUus- 
trious renown. They have faith in him as a wise 
man who would spnm such a course, which would 
be a betrayal of their confidence and of the world's 
great interests and his own inevitable undoing. 

They expect him in the greatness of self-forget- 
fulness to see only the good of his people and the 
supreme interests of mankind. Thus he will be 
really great and history will take care of his fame. 



CHAPTER X 

THB TTI/nMATE AKD OBEATEB BEALIZATIOIT* 

IN all the preceding chapters it has been the au- 
thor ^s effort to express, as accurately as he 
could, the pro-League Republican view. Since 
the League of Nations discussion had its inception 
in this country his mind has moved along the line 
of the pro-League Republican evolution described 
in the chapter immediately preceding this. 

He has, however, long entertained and at times 
given pubUc expression to thoughts somewhat dif- 
ferent from, though not inconsistent with those 
which have held our attention. To some of these I 
now respectfully invite the reader's thoughtful con- 
sideration. 

Can any League or association of nations which 
had or may have its origin in and is governed in 
its determinations by political expediency rather 
: than by the fixed and definite principles of interna- 
^ tional law, long survive in the confidence of the peo- 
\ pies of the world and continue an effective agent 
^ufor the preservation of peace f Will not the chang- 
ing interests of the world, and the conscience and 
the matured judgment of mankind combine to de- 
cide Hiat such an organization of nations, when it 
shall have served the temporary necessities of civi- 
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lization which have called the existing League and 
may call a new association into being, shall take 
second place and leave international law and court 
supreme over all! 

Consistency if nothing more would compel the au- 
thor to express the belief that it will, for he is not 
a recent convert to the idea. In a pamphlet on 
the Colonies published in February, 1919, and since 
in other pamphlets, in newspaper articles and in 
letters to many Senators, he made the same pro- 
posal But in offering the proposal he never failed 
to urge that something very different, namely, the 
existing League of Nations, though far from ideal, 
was the immediate necessity for world stabilization. 
Perhaps he would now favor an association of na- 
tions in preference, the choice being dependent upon 
the character of the association and the willingness 
of the nations of Europe to join us in it. 

May I quote from my pamphlet of much more than 
a year agof 

** Personally, I believe that if it were not for the 
necessity to make and hold new geographical lines, 
to form, restrict and stabilize new nationalities, to 
hold in leash an insane development of Bolshevism 
and to defeat an unfair German industrial and com- 
mercial conquest of Russia and the Baltic Provinces, 
which would banish the hope of future peace from 
the world, the present plan for a League of Nations 
would be totally wrong. 

'^ Instead, its supreme idea, the center and soul of 
it, should be a complete and comprehensive code of 
international laws, one of which should be this, that 
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no nation or combination of nations shall ever agair 
be allowed to take by conquest or hold by any form 
of dnress the territory of another; and for the in- 
terpretation of that code of laws and its application 
to any case of alleged violation^ there should be an 
International Court of Justice ; not only arbitral but 
when necessary direct in the exercise of its juris- 
diction to try any nation upon properly instituted 
charges of infraction/' 

To quote from the edition of the pamphlet pub- 
lished soon after the Treaty waa brought from Ver- 
sailles: 

**With the court, and not a political combination 
of nations, the supreme authority to which appeal 
must be made, the chief function of the League of 
Nations would be to enforce the court *s decrees. In 
the decisions of a court, composed as this naturally 
would be of the greatest jurists of the world and 
limited in its decisions to the law and the evidence 
there could be no large injustice and there would 
be no super-state. 

* * But as the great democracy of America, to meet 
an unparalleled emergency, rightly and wisely gave 
temporarily to the President autocratic powers, so 
now a situation unprecedented and unparalleled in 
the vastness of its possibilities for evil, justifies the 
temporary functioning of a League with the unusual 
powers conferred in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations. 

**That is why I favor the right to withdraw — a 
right which will not be lightly exercised by any na- 
tion, but which some time in the future, wisely as- 
serted by such liberty-loving and law-respecting na- 
tions as the United States, Great Britain and 
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France, may force a revision and reformation that 
will put international law and an international court 
above all. Such an authority only a nation out- 
lawed by its own crime would ever have need to 
fear. ' ' 

The writer is so deeply imbued with the idea of a 
court which shall be supreme over all that he could 
not refrain from introducing it in his leaflet urging 
the compromise *^Half a Loaf League Plan" about 
the time of the presentation of that plan to the Presi- 
dent and to the Senate leaders, which was in late 
March of 1920. In that leaflet the thought was ex- 
pressed in the following terms: 

* * Most of us think we can plan a better League of 
Nations. There is in the Covenant itself the mate- 
rial for the making of a better one through a com- 
prehensive code of international laws, a Supreme 
Court of International Justice and a League of Na- 
tions the chief function of which shall be to en- 
force the Court's decrees. But that though the ulti- 
mate thing to strive for, cannot meet the world's 
crisis of to-day any more than the ribs of an unfin- 
ished lifeboat in a boat-building plant can rescue 
the ship that is pounding the rocks." 

That lifeboat is for the future. Our job now is 
to rescue the sinking peoples with the best craft at 
hand, or one soon available, while we build the life- 
boat for other times of need. 

It is not my purpose to present here comprehen- 
sive or extended reasons in support of this ultimate 
realization. But it is quite in the range of proba- 
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bilities that the League of Nations Council^ com- 
posed of eminent diplomats representing the greater 
nations, who must inevitably be influenced by po- 
litical and selfish interests and considerations and 
each seeking to promote the advantage of his own 
nation, will in time suffer to a large degree the loss 
of its usefulness, if not be hopelessly disrupted by 
irreconcilable disagreements. 

The same would be true of the Supreme Council 
of premiers, quite disassociated from the League, 
with which our Department of State is now sitting 
as a silent or merely an observing member, and also 
of any new association of nations. 

Some form of big-brother influence and control 
is particularly necessary until peace is restored and 
it is made sure that the Treaty is not to be made a 
scrap of paper. It must continue until the new geo- 
graphical lines are established and the infant na- 
tions born of the natural aspirations of the former 
subject peoples of the Central Powers and the favor 
of the Allies, are restrained from running amuck 
and supported until they will be able to walk alone. 
But it should survive in that form only so long as 
its work is necessary. 

We lay down this proposition, then, as one of 
the steps in our approach to the question we wish 
to discuss in this chapter, that while it is admitted 
that either the existing League or some other as- 
sociation of nations is an immediate necessity to 
meet the present world crisis, it is equally true that 
founded as the League is and as any new association 
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fff nations to achieve the same ends must be, upon 
principles of political expediency, neither can long 
satisfy the world or long endure. 

Will it be possible to establish a supreme author- 
ity which will avoid all these objections — one that 
will safely protect the rights and interests of the 
weakest without harm to the great upon whose pros- 
perity the well-being and happiness of all depend 
—one that will not be in constant danger of disrup- 
tion by political clashes f 

The world Court founded upon and governed by 
fixed and definite principles of international law^ 
seems to oflFer the only method that will satisfy t^e 
conscience and command the respect of all nations 
and peoples. 

With that supreme over all, the existing League 
or some other society of nations, might continue a 
useful existence. Indeed some manner of league or 
association of nations will always be necessary to 
maintain the Court's authority and enforce its de- 
crees. It will also be required for the legislation 
that will be necessary for the revision of the old and 
the making of new international laws. 

If it be limited to such enforcement and such leg- 
islation, and to the promotion of international arbi- 
tration and disarmament, sanitary regulations and 
other operations of beneficence, and to the oflSces of 
a general aid to the Court it can never become op- 
pressive or in any dangerous or objectionable sense 
or degree a super-state. 

The worst that has been said against the League 
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of Nations has been repeatedly said by ita critics 
and opponents and particularly well said by Mr. 
Harding in the political campaign, that it proposes 
a government not of laws but of men ; that controlled 
by politicians representing great nations each hav- 
ing enormous and conflicting world interests, its de- 
terminations will be influenced by considerations of 
expediency and national selfishness and rest upon 
the power of might, not of right. 

If it is to live and efl5ciently serve the immeasur- 
able interests of mankind it must be taken out of 
politics. Court and law point the only way by which 
it can be done. 

But a disintegrating world calls for immediate 
action. The Court is not formed and if it were it 
could not in its infancy meet the unparalleled emer- 
gency. In view of this necessity and at the same 
time in view of the immediate need, and indeed in 
the existing unprecedented situation the absolute 
necessity, for a power more swift to act and re- 
stricted only by the opinion and the conscience of 
mankind, it may be worth while to consider if it 
would not be expedient and advisable to make tem- 
porary use of the machinery now in existence and 
operating for this very purpose (which, excepting 
the United States and the defeated Central Powers, 
has the support of the principal nations of the 
world) until such time as the better and greater real- 
ization can ta|$:e formf 

Thus our relationship to the League as now con- 
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stituted would be only for a limited time to meet a 
great crisis. 

Since its political and super-state features present 
to our minds an insurmountable objection to its 
permanent continuance upon its present basis, would 
it not be possible and also wise to end it within a 
definite period, in so far as these features exerdse 
control, by a reformation begun without and com- 
pleted within! 

With that idea accepted, the United States would 
enter it only with the understood purpose to exert 
open influence to take it out of politics, and retire 
its principles of expediency in favor of the prin- 
ciples of international law, and with a full under- 
standing with the premiers and other statesmen of 
Europe that their active aid will be given to that 
Idealization. 

Thus with the way opened by diplomacy, the 
United States would enter the existing League with 
such reservations as may be approved and with 
agreement in advance that our membership will 
cease at some definite time, say at the end of five 
years, unless within that time the political features 
and methods of expediency now controlling be su- 
perseded by a Permanent Court of International 
Justice, guided in its decisions by a complete and 
comprehensive code of international laws, and the 
chief function of the League be to enforce the Court's 
decrees. 

But we would not relinquish the right to withdraw 
after two years, as provided in the Covenant. 
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Thus the world will escape the troublesome and 
risky unsettlement that would inevitably be associ- 
ated with the delays and uncertainties of an attempt 
to form a new association. With the United States, 
under safe restrictions a member of the League, the 
greater and more disturbing questions requiring im- 
mediate settlement would soon be satisfactorily 
solved. The system of Court and law would begin 
to operate in a stabilized world with the way made 
safe for the successful launching of its great career 
and the ultimate and greater realization will have 
arrived in five years. 

There would also be avoided the creation and 
maintenance of a rival association by the emergence 
of the existing Society into a very different and 
better thing than what it now is. Thus not only will 
the realization of Court and law supremacy have 
arrived, but our ideal of an association of nations 
will have arrived with it, in the only way by which 
it now seems it can be realized. I am therefore not 
contending so much for the League as I am for a 
wise entrance into what will be in practical effect a 
new Association of Nations, subordinate to Court 
and law. 

With the progress now made and the United 
States a member, such a League ought to be able in 
that time to set the world sufficiently in order to 
enable Court and law to take over the world's dif-^ 
ficult problems without too great a shock to old and 
established customs. With the League the enforc- 
ing officer, it should be able to hold in leash to an 
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extent that will insure the world 's safety, the forces 
that would blindly wreck it. 

Would that not be a diplomatic and wise way in 
which to accomplish our own desires f In diplomatic 
negotiations with the statesmen of Europe we would 
say to them, We will enter your League of Nations 
to aid you in solving the immediately pressing world 
problems, if you will agree to join with us in a 
gradual and safe transference of its powers to the 
authority of international court and law. 

If instead of offering them something like this we 
insist that they abandon the League of Nations be- 
cause it is founded upon principles of political ex- 
pediency and join us in a society of nations which 
also must be founded upon principles of political 
expediency, would we not run not only the risk of 
failure to achieve anything, but in addition place 
ourselves in a position in which we will be in dan- 
ger of becoming the laughing stock of the peoples of 
the world for our egotism and presumption! But 
we may with dignity and propriety and reasonable 
assurance of success, invite them to loftier peaks 
on their own mountain. 

In view of all the circumstances in the case — ^in 
view of the fact that the forty-seven nations which 
compose the League, in joining it entered into a sol- 
emn undertaking that they would not thereafter 
enter into engagements inconsistent with the terms 
of its covenant, is there any other way by which they 
may be induced to join with us in association for 
the preservation of peace in accord with our ideals f 
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The engagement into which they entered is con- 
tained in Article XX of the Covenant and is as 
follows : 

' ^ The members of the League severally agree that 
this covenant is accepted as abrogating aU obliga- 
tions or understandings inter se which are incon- 
sistent with the terms thereof, and solemnly under- 
take that they will not hereafter enter into any 
engagements inconsistent with the terms thereof/' 

If they are debarred from entering into any en- 
gagements ** inconsistent*' with its terms, how can 
they enter into engagements which would compel 
them to abrogate all its terms and wholly abandon 
itf Their engagements constitute a binding agree- 
ment which can be abrogated only by the slow proc- 
ess of amendment as provided in the terms of the 
Covenant. 

In view of that binding agreement they would not, 
they could not forsake their League to become mem- 
bers of a new and rival international society which 
we might undertake to set up. But they could and 
in all probability would agree to cooperate with us 
in remodelling their League to make it practically 
the association of nations of American conception. 

Would not insistence that they scuttle the League 
craft which they have builded and launched and 
boarded and in which they are now sailing the inter- 
national seas, to come aboard our ship be looked 
npon as a colossal assumption of importance, and 
subject ns to rebuff, humiliation and total defeat f 
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Why run that risk when the result we seek may 
be achieved in a diplomatic, a dignified and gentle- 
manly way in at least ordinary deference to the 
views and sensibilities of our fellows! 

If Mr. Harding and his able lieutenants and coun- 
sellors in his administration succeed in bringing into 
being that great creation (not the idea of this au- 
thor, since Mr. Boot, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Hoover and 
Mr. Taft, and likewise Mr. Harding himself have 
indicated strong leanings toward an international 
court), it will be by far the greatest single achieve- 
ment of the wisdom of man since the world began. 
May the friends of world i>eace of all political faiths 
in our country and in aU parts of the earth, unite in 
fervent prayer, earnest hope and supreme effort for 
that consummation. 

To the end that the Court should be an effective 
instrument for the prevention of war and the as- 
surance of international justice, it would seem es- 
sential that it should have compulsory jurisdiction. 
The omission to provide such authority in the sys- 
tem devised by the Hague Conference left the Court 
thus devised weak and impotent to achieve the ends 
for which it was erected. As Mr. Boot has pointed 
out, arbitration of justiciable questions was not 
made obligatory so that no nation could bring an- 
other before the Court unless the defendant was will- 
ing to come, and there was no way to enforce a judg- 
ment. 

In the plan for the Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice reported to the League of Nations by 
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the Boot-Phillimore Commission^ questions that 
were strictly *' justiciable or judicial" were made 
subject to obligatory adjudication. But influenced 
by the representatives of Great Britain and France, 
the League Assembly voted that provision out. Thus 
there is still left the task and the responsibility to 
establish a Court which shall have the power neces- 
sary to such settlement of international disputes as 
will prevent war. 

But had that power been conferred in the provi- 
sions eatablishing the Hague Tribunal, that Court 
would still be without any other than moral power, 
for there was no League or association of nations 
created to enforce its decrees. 

Some such enforcing power would seem necessary 
to the effective authority of an international court. 

Further, the economic boycott should be one of 
the penalties which by the world code of laws the 
Court would have the right to impose. But so se- 
vere a penalty should be applied only in an extreme 
case, against a nation which goes to war in viola- 
tion of the plain precepts of international law. 

These provisions would put ** teeth in it." The 
campaign promise of Senator Harding to **put 
teeth" into the Court could have meant nothing less 
than compulsory jurisdiction and some such instru- 
ment of enforcement as the economic boycott. 

To insure it power to compel obedience to law, 
the nations composing the League or association of 
nations should be bound by the compact to apply 
the boycott to an offending nation at the times, in 
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the manner and to the degree imposed by the Court. 
This would very frequently prove a hardship to 
the nations so complying, whose commerce would 
by such enforcement be seriously affected. But it 
would not be so great a hardship as to suffer their 
share of the burdens and perils resulting from con- 
tinual disturbances of the world's peace and the need 
to be always prepared for war. 

It would also be true that a faithful enforcement 
of the law would soon end the need to apply the boy- 
cott with the hardships to innocent nations result- 
ing from its application, by bringing about the end 
of wars. 

For President Harding to bring into being an in- 
ternational supreme court with compulsory jurisdic- 
tion and power to enforce its decrees by imposing 
the economic boycott, whether it be entirely of new 
origin or a making over of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice, would be to produce something 
so far in advance of an international court shorn of 
those effective powers that it would be to all prac- 
tical purposes as an assurance of international jus- 
tice and world peace, a new creation. It would be an 
American achievement and a development of con- 
structive statesmanship so beneficent in its perma- 
nent results that its creators would forever be held 
in highest memory by a grateful world ; an achieve- 
ment which would give to another American a place 
among the immortals. 

If in such temporary entry into the League of Na- 
tions, more than the Lodge reservations be required 
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to safeguard American independence or allay the 
fears of some important members of the American 
family, may I suggest a reservation that would draw 
without hurting the sharpest teeth of Article X, 
and satisfy the apprehensions existing in many 
minds while leaving us in eflfective membership in 
the League upon the temporary or conditional basis 
we have indicated? 

As a preface to the suggestion and a preparation 
for its favorable reception, it may be said that, when 
proposed to a distinguished Eepublican member of 
the Senate soon after the Treaty was offered for 
the consideration and approval of that body, he 
wrote in reply, ^^Your amendment is a very ex- 
cellent one and touches a very vital point. * ' Some 
months later another Senator of importance wrote, 
'*It may solve our problem for us,*' and another 
equally prominent, in writing his hearty approval, 
said that in the following week he would speak in 
its favor upon the floor of the Senate. But new 
developments and other moves in the Senate side- 
tracked it and, in so far as I have knowledge, the 
promised speech was not made. 

The proposed reservation or amendment was in 
substance this : That no nation of the Western hemi- 
sphere shall be required to intervene in the Eastern 
hemisphere with military, or naval or economic 
force except in the event of an attack upon a mem- 
ber nation by so great a nation or combination of 
nations as would involve the peril of world war, 
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and then only upon certification by the Council that 
American intervention is of vital importance. After 
such certification, upon the advice of the President 
the Congress would consider and decide the ques- 
tion of our intervention as provided in the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

Thus, by this introduction of the hemispheric 
principle, we would avoid becoming involved in 
every scrap in Europe, Asia and Africa, and our 
aid will be given at the only time it will be needed, — 
when the emergency is great enough to require it. 
And it will be in keeping with the declared policy 
of this administration, not to interfere in the af- 
fairs of Europe. 

A suggestion has been made by Mr. George L. 
Cade of New Rochelle, New York, of a reservation 
which is admirably expressed and may be in some 
respects better than mine. One possible advantage 
is that it applies to the United States and to no 
other nation of the Western hemisphere. It also 
onoiits all reference to the economic boycott. It is as 
follows : 

The United States regards the enforcement of Ar- 
ticle X, as far as it may apply to the eastern hemi- 
phere, as primarily the province of the nations of 
that hemisphere, and it obligates itself under that 
article to furnish military or naval assistance only 
when in its judgment, as pronounced by act of its 
Congress then existing, the peace of the world is im- 
perilled by a violation of that article. 
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The day when the manuscript for this volume was 
completed in unrevised form to this point there was 
given to the press the Pilgrim Dinner address of our 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James. Some of its 
declarations are not encouraging to the suggestion 
of even so much as a temporary cooperation with 
other nations in the League of Nations though it be 
only as a stepping stone to the better realization. 

That suggestion was offered for whatever it may 
be worth, and merely as a stepping stone or vesti- 
bule to the permanent home. As such it will stand, 
and I will now say something more in its favor, with 
the risk of some repetition for emphasis. 

It would be to enter not the same League that has 
been so roundly denounced and so thoroughly re- 
pudiated, but a reformed League, — ^partly reformed 
by the immediate operation of the terms of our entry 
and thoroughly reformed by the carrying out of 
previously made diplomatic engagements at the end 
of five years. 

It would be a real victory and probably the only 
possible victory for the American idea of a new as- 
sociation of nations, except only in the unimportant 
matter of name. 

And provided the association could be otherwise 
achieved, does it not offer the only possible way by 
which it may be realized without long and perilous 
delay and disagreeable encounters and caustic criti- 
cism t And would it not save a great deal of vastly 
important time in the settlement of Europe 's peace, 
while achieving practically all that we are promising 
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to set out to do in much less time than we could 
otherwise hope to do it? 

The expressions in this volume of a willingness 
to enter a new association of nations have invariably 
been made upon the very necessary condition that 
the greater nations of Europe agree to forsake the 
League and join us in it, for we cannot conceive of 
two rival associations of nations composed of the 
same members and working to the same ends. Do 
not the foregoing suggestions offer a reasonable way 
by which they may join us without such absolute and 
ahnost impossible forsaking, by the happy expedi- 
ent of our joining them in the making over of their 
League in what will be to all intents and purposes 
our association of nations made agreeable both to 
their views and oursT 

These things have been said without intimidation 
by Colonel Harvey's London declarations, for no 
pronouncement by his ambassador or by the Presi- 
dent himself will decide his course against his own 
matured judgment and the logic of facts, if in any 
new situation the highest interests of our country 
and our world say otherwise. 

Of the delightful delicacy and excellent good taste 
of Colonel Harvey's aflSrmations nothing need be 
said. The friends of world peace owe him an enor- 
mous debt of gratitude, for nothing could, at this 
time, have aroused the sentiment of the country in 
favor of their cause quite so much as have his indis- 
cretions of speech. But against the pronouncement 
of our Ambassador, whether it has the sanction of 
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the President or not, we may put the authentic and 
often repeated (and none the less impressive because 
repeated) words of the President, — ^the League 
^'amended and revised if it has been so entwined 
and interwoven into the peace of Europe that its 
good must be preserved. * * Only time and the devel- 
opment of events can answer that **if/' Its answer 
must be decisive with President Harding whether 
it comes to-day or to-morrow. 

If the answer favors the immediate formation of 
a new and permanent association of nations rather 
than a temporary use of existing machinery until 
the better can be brought into being, every good 
American citizen and every lover of peace should be 
satisfied. Only let some adequate and permanent 
thing be done while the unusual opportunity exists, 
— ^while the fresh and poignant memories of im- 
measurable losses and insufferable sorrows hold the 
minds and hearts of men in eagerness for it. 

Another world war with all the horrors which 
new inventions of destruction must inevitably bring 
with it, is unthinkable. It must not be inflicted upon 
humanity. Half-way measures or temporary expe- 
dients cannot prevent world war nor the use of new 
engines of destruction inconceivably worse than the 
human race has yet been called upon to suffer. The 
world will hold in execration the leaders of our day, 
whether in America or Europe, who stand in the 
way of some adequate provision which shall make 
its recurrence improbable if not impossible. 

To say that there is no danger of another world 
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war in view of the history of humaii selfishness, pas- 
sions and ambitions, is nonsense. It is inevitable^ 
unless the wisdom and conscience of this generation 
provide against it. K not provided against and 
prevented only a few years will stand between na 
and the now gathering conflagration which will leave 
the world in ruins. 

The Republican party platform, the consistent 
party record and the utterances of President Hard- 
ing, in all of which the voter put his trust, unite in 
the most solemn pledge to join with other nations 
in making that adequate provision. In what way it 
is made, if effectually made, there is little need to- 
care. 

Disarmament separate and alone would not put 
an end to war nor greatly reduce the peril of world 
conflagration. There were wars and great wars 
when fleets were made of small sailing ships and 
galley oar boats and when the entire artillery of 
contending armies in the field could not discharge 
in a whole year as much deadly explosive as ten 
minutes of our world war hurled into space. 

Disarm every nation upon the earth, not as a dis- 
armament conference will do it, but completely, and 
let the world again grapple in deadly conflict, and 
there would appear as if over night, engines of 
destruction before which the combined armies of 
Alexander, Caesar and Napoleon, armed as in their 
day, would fall back in terror or meet annihilation. 
Yet there were great and destructive world wars in. 
their day. 
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War and world cataclysm can be prevented only 
by the joining of the greater nations of the earth in 
effective and permanently maintained measures and 
agencies to forbid them, behind which will stand the 
united conscience and determination of the enlight- 
ened peoples of the best of our civilization. 

There must be a league or association of nations, 
or, far better, adequate international laws with a 
court competent to apply them, supported by united 
and adequate international power to sustain and en- 
force the court ^s decrees against any nation, however 
powerful, that would disturb the world's peace. 

If it is true as Colonel Harvey says, that we went 
into the war solely for the United States, the need 
is as great that we go into the peace for the United 
States. But it is not true. We may have gone 
into the war primarily for defence, but not solely. 

But there is here at home a manufactory of popu- 
lar phrases more hurtful in their influence than are 
the indiscreet expressions of an ambassador, be- 
cause more subtle. They are phrases that encour- 
age the entire dismissal of the subject and the re* 
sponsibiUty in a way often expressed by the man in 
the street in the self-excusing and self-satisfying re- 
mark, **We have enough to do at home, and it is 
better to let our neighbor take care of his own 
yard.'* 

That is excellent good sense if used upon the right 
occasion and in reference to the right subject. But 
it is exceeding bad sense when used as its authors 
intend it to be used, upon the wrong occasion and 
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in reference to the wrong subject. If it means that 
when our neighbor's fence is afire, and in spite of 
his strenuous endeavors to stay it, the fire is be- 
ginning to take hold of his house and not only the 
smoke but some of the burning cinders are blowing 
into our yard, *'we have enough to do at home and 
it is better to let him take care of his own yard,*' 
then there was no greater folly ever spoken. 

But we ought to have and show some real interest 
in the fire in our neighbor's yard though the wind 
should not blow the smoke and the cinders our way. 
We went into the war in self-defence, but there is 
hardly an American soldier who went over the top 
who was not ennobled and who is not now exalted 
by the reflection that he fought for the redemption 
of the world. I would not take that ennobling con- 
sciousness from him nor rob him of the comforting 
satisfaction of handing it down to his children. 

There is such a thing as American idealism. We 
went into the war to save America, but at the same 
time the nation thrilled with the spirit of brother- 
hood and the thought that we had gone to the rescue 
of imperilled liberty in France and to avenge Bel- 
gium's wrongs was large in the entiliusiasm and con- 
secrated the sacrifice of our sons whose bodies lie 
in Flanders fields. 

There is American idealism; an idealism written 
not in words but in great historic acts, and it has not 
been excluded from the annals of Bepublioan ad- 
ministrations. I write as a Bepublican to Republi- 
cans not because I am on this question in the least 
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degree a partisan. But Republicans are in power 
and it is in their hands and at their mercjr and they 
should be spoken to. 

American idealism introduced a new principle in 
world diplomacy when the Boxer indemnity was re- 
turned to China, and again when under rules of 
peace and magnanimous justice was made the volun- 
tary payment of millions to the conquered nation 
for the Philippines that were ours by all the rules 
of war. 

As normal human beings we have had thought for 
our own interests, it is true. When we went to war 
with Spain there was in the minds of practical states- 
men the thought to rid our country of the menace of 
yellow fever that nested too close to our shores in 
unsanitary Havana. But that city could have been 
purified and kept clean at much less expenditure 
than war. 

It was the thought of Cuba's wrongs and a near 
neighbor struggling to be free from foreign oppres- 
sion, that fired the hearts of our people, and it will 
be to the everlasting glory of McKinley and Amer- 
lean statesmanship that, responding to that senti- 
ment of altruism, we went to her liberation in that 
supreme act of idealism while astonished Europe 
gaped in wonder as American blood and treasure 
were poured out not for American advantage but 
that Cuba might enter into freedom and opportunity. 

Thus was written the brightest page in the his- 
tory of world diplomacy in acts of ideal realism that 
may yet mark the opening of a new era in the di- 
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plomacy of nations in which the might of golden 
role and not of arms or circumstance shall decide 
the fate of nations and peoples. 

I hope my fellow-Bepnblicans will not take of- 
fense at these references. 

Our people have faith that history will write some- 
thing like that as the idealism of Warren G. Harding, 
who has the greatest opportunity that has been given 
to a man since God entrusted to Abraham Lincoln 
the gift of freedom to a race. 

To him and to Hughes and Ebover and others of 
his Cabinet, aided by other great Bepublicans and 
great Americans, we look for an idealism that will 
not expend itself in splendid visions, but will be 
builded into the world's enduring temple of peace 
and justice,— or it may be into a fortress upon whose 
banner will be inscribed, in words of good humor 
that do not detract from their grim determination, 
**We will have peace if we have to fight for if 

Shall the practical idealism of our people now 
looking confidently to new leadership to build it into 
some structure which shall be of great and lasting 
benefit to the race, find through that leadership the 
expression for which it struggles T Or shall Amer- 
ica, having by a great sacrifice of blood and treasure 
brought the world out of war, now fail the world 
in the hour of supreme opportunity to assure its 
peace! 



ADDENDA 

OONFIBMATIOlir 

ON the day following that upon which the 
manuscript for this book was prepared for 
submission to the publisher, the national so- 
ciety of the League to Enforce Peace (a non-partisan 
body) sent out a circular letter enclosing a well con- 
ceived and eminently wise paper entitled *'The 
Present Program of the League to Enforce Peace, ' ' 
which is in striking conformity with the general 
trend of the views presented in the foregoing pages. 
Particularly and authoritatively, since it was pre^ 
pared by eminent pro-League Republicans, it sup- 
ports the views of the pro-League evolution as 
expressed in Chapter VHE. A copy of the paper 
here follows : 

* * This statement was framed by a sub-Committee 
consisting of George W. Wickersham, Chairman, 
William Howard Taft, A. Lawrence Lowell, Talcott 
Williams, Henry Van Dyke and Hamilton Holt. 
The Committee was appointed at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee held on April 23d by which 
the statement it drew up was approved on a ref- 
erendum vote. 

**The League to Enforce Peace was formed to se- 
cure the organization of a Society of Nations for 
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the preservation of world peace. It has supported 
every plan which seemed to it practicable for the 
accomplishment of this end. The only available 
means of reaUzing its aims in the near future rests 
with the present national administration. President 
Harding in his address to Congress on April 12th 
declared. 

** *The American aspiration, indeed, the world 
aspiration, was an association of nations, based upon 
the application of justice and right, binding us in 
conference and cooperation for the prevention of 
war and pointing the way to a higher civilization and 
international fraternity in which aU the world might 
share. ' 

**We have noted with satisfaction the various 
steps already taken by the present administration in 
bringing the United States into closer cooperation 
with the various nations in the readjustment of 
world affairs. While the League to Enforce Peace 
supported the Covenant of the League of Nations 
as submitted to the Senate and afterwards the Cove- 
nant with the Lodge reservations, it will in accord- 
ance with its earnest purpose and previous efforts 
support any effective organization conceived for the 
general purpose of preserving peace and justice 
among nations through the establishment of a Court 
of International Justice, and machinery for confer- 
ence and cooperation among nations to prevent mis- 
understandings and promote the general welfare of 
the world. 

* * We, therefore, urge all friends of an Association 
of Nations to give the President and Secretary 
Hughes every moral support in working out a plan 
which will accomplish these purposes.'' 
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PB0P06AL OF A PBAOTIOAL TEST 

(Which is next to the Most Important Chapter in 

the Book) 

THE author would like very much to see in 
every church, high school, grammar school 
and chamber of commerce, and in important 
educational, religious, commercial, financial, indus- 
trial and labor organizations and assemblies, wher- 
ever practicable throughout the United States, a 
poll taken upon the following questions: 

1. Should the United States refrain from joining 
any association of nations for the preservation of 
peace? 

2. Should the United States enter the existing 
League of Nations with such modifications as were 
twice approved by the United States Senate, or such 
revision of them as the President and the Senate 
may now approve? 

3. Should the United States become a party to the 
Boot-Phillimore Permanent Court of International 
Justice adopted by the Assembly of the League and 
now referred to member nations for ratification? 
The United States is entitled to become a party to 
this Court without being a member of the League. 

The results of such polls might be reported to the 
League to Enforce Peace, 22 West 19th Street, New 
York (this suggestion is without authority from that 
Society), and as far as possible to the newspapers 
and to the Associated Press. The results would ac- 
curately inform the President and the Senate as to 
the meaning of the people's mandate. 
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Such poll was taken by the National Economic 
League during the month of April 1921 with the 
following results : On the first question : 84% for 
joining some such association to 16% against; on 
the second question, to and including the words * * the 
United iStates Senate, 61% for to 39% against; on 
the third question, 93% for to 7% against. 

The author would be more than pleased (if it is 
not immodest to suggest it) if when practicable, 
that part of Chapter II which on page 29 begins 
**The Republican platform expression upon the 
question, ^^ and ends with ** World peace and inter- 
national justice,^' on page 33, be read to the audi- 
ence and the Republicans present be asked to vote 
whether it is a fair presentation of the motives 
which influenced their vote for Harding. 

DISABMAMENT 

OF course President Harding intends to secure 
disarmament in an effective and practical 
way that will not risk the world 's civilization 
to ambushed attack by barbaric foes, whether of 
Central or Eastern Europe or of Asia. The appeals 
for disarmament by influential bodies of citizens 
should be a material aid as an expression of Amer- 
ican opinion. But resolutions in Senate and House 
demanding immediate and specific action are em- 
barrassing and hurtful interference with the devel- 
opment of a peace plan which can be much more 
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eflfeotively worked out as a whole, and tei^d in im- 
portant particulars to defeat it. 

The premature urging of them may, in the minds 
of some, be intended to embarrass and aid to de- 
feat, not disarmament, but a comprehensive plan in 
alliance with other nations. Give Harding a chance 
to work out his plan.* 

A very large measure of disarmament is not only 
much to be desired, bui is imperative. Not only as 
a limitation of the peril of war, but to lift from the 
backs of men an intolerable load. But to disarm in 
disregard of proportionate disarmament by other 
nations would be not only inexcusable folly but de- 
liberate national suicide, a dangerous invitation to 
war and a reprehensible betrayal of world freedom 
and civilization. 

If in 1913 Great Britain had yielded to the de- 
mands of a stupidly blind pacifism and scrapped her 
navy and we, falling before the same logic of im- 
becility, had followed her example, the ides of 1914 
would not have passed before Belgium and France 
would have fallen before the vandal hosts of Ger- 
many, England would have been the next to be 
crushed beneath her iron heel and our own Republic 
would scarcely now have emerged from a life and 
death struggle for national existence out of which 
nothing less than a miracle of grace could deliver 
us. It is only by the help of her saner friends that 
Liberty stiU lives upon the earth. 

* These two paragraphs were written before the President's in- 
tention to caU a Disarmament Conference had been made known. 
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But the highest and most enlightened world 
statesmanship and the noblest ideal-realism should 
now give themselves to the task to determine and 
achieve the largest possible world disarmament con- 
sistent with the safety of civilization and true world 
democracy. 

It may be said in favor of general and enforced 
disarmament that it would solve the *' yellow peril*' 
problem by preventing China from becoming at 
some period in the future a great and menacing 
military power. The greater arguments in its favor 
are self evident and need no restatement here. 

THE DEBTS 07 THE ALUBS 

WHAT impossible proposals are made when 
the best and wisest of people speak out of 
their hearts without taking time to make use 
of their heads ! It would indeed be a generous and 
beautiful act to cancel the debts of our allies since 
for three years they fought our war without our 
aid, and it would much relieve the financial tension 
everywhere impeding a natural return to settled 
and prosperous conditions. 

Since it would add all the cancelled billions to the 
burden of taxation upon the backs of our people, the 
altruism of the act cannot be questioned. But there 
is an objection far greater than the mere assump- 
tion of that burden, and one which vitally affects 
not only the interests but the safety of the entire 
world. 
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It is this. — ^If some time in the future there should 
be another war equal to or of greater magnitude than 
the one from which a sorely afflicted world has 
barely emerged, a war in which civilization is again 
put in peril and France and England again stand in 
the breach, there would be need to borrow from the 
United States twenty, perhaps forty billions, and 
upon the prompt success of that borrowing the 
world ^s future may easily hang. 

In that situation, no matter how great the peril 
to ourselves that enlightened statesmen would see 
in it, no American administration and no American 
Congress would, with the experience of the former 
cancelled loans in memory, dare authorize it without 
first appealing to the opinion of the country for 
sanction. 

With human nature what it is, and human fore- 
sight apt to be warped by supposed immediate ma- 
terial and other interests, is there any fair reason 
to believe that the sanction would be given without 
debate and loss of time that might hold it back until 
it would be too late, and civilization have perished 
while Europe waited for reply? 

THE QUESTION PBOPOSED BY THE NON-PABTISAN FIFTY 

TO HABDING AND COX 

THE ''Non-Partisan Fifty '* question proposed 
to Senator Harding and Governor Cox was 
as follows: ''In the event two-thirds of the 
Senate fails to support a proposal for our union 
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with other nations for the preservation of peace 
more satisfactory to you, will you advise and sup- 
port our entry into the existing League of Nations 
with the Lodge reservations, or such revision of 
them as two-thirds of the Senate may approved 

The question was designed to make certain our 
entry into some association of nations whichever 
side won the election. 

At Huntington, W. Virginia, and elsewhere, 
Governor Cox made a reply which practically com- 
mitted him **as a party leader '* to support Presi- 
dent Harding should he seek our entry into the 
League or a new association of nations. The ques- 
tion was put prematurely to Senator Harding by the 
enterprising correspondent df a great newspaper, 
who elicited the reply that he would *'not answer 
a hypothetical question. ^ ^ After it was explained to 
him that what was sought was not merely an answer 
to an hypothesis but a practical commitment by both 
sides to a definite action in a very probable situation, 
he said in one of his addresses what his most inti- 
mate friends in Ohio assured the author was prac- 
tically an affirmative answer. 

THE HISTORY OF AN APPEAL TO PBBSIDENT WILSON AND 

THE SENATE 

IN a foot note near the end of the first chapter 
the reader is referred to this Addenda for an ac- 
count of an '* earnest and importunate warn- 
ing** to President Wilson. It was given in an **Ap- 
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peal to the President and to the Senate * ' which the 
author took to Washington in March 1920, and in 
other representations made to Mr. Wilson at about 
that time. 

The ** Appear ' which was in eflfect that we enter 
the League of Nations upon the bases of agreement 
then possible and conJSne the election issue to the 
dispute over Article X, had the signed approval of 
more than two thousand men and women of national 
distinction, including hundreds of the most distin- 
guished advocates of the League of Nations in the 
country, among whom were former members of 
President Wilson's Cabinet, governors of important 
states, some of the most popular presidential possi- 
bilities, university presidents, eminent prelates, 
great pastors and preachers and others who rank 
high as leaders in statesmanship, commerce, indus- 
try and finance allied with both of the greater po- 
litical parties and of all shades of opinion as to the 
reservations with which they preferred that the 
Treaty should be ratified. They were willing to 
waive individual and partisan preferences that we 
might enter the League through any reasonable 
compromise. Among them were some of Mr. Wil- 
son's most intimate friends. 

What was then presented to President Wilson wa» 
something more than an appeal. It was the sug- 
gestion of an idea, — rather it was the proposal of a 
plan. In the then existing situation it meant simply 
that the President accept the only compromise then 
obtainable and determine our entry into the League 
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of Nations with what were known as the Lodge res- 
ervations bnt which in fact were the product of the 
McCumber-Lodge compromise by which all the 
amendments together with the destructive Beed res- 
ervation were defeated, and others later much 
improved. 

It could not be truthfully said that the plan called 
upon the President to make all the compromise, since 
as far back as November 19th, 1919, the Republican 
majority in the Senate in response to the demand of 
McCumber, Colt, Lenroot, McNary, Kellogg and 
their associates made those vastly important com- 
promises and renewed the proposal in Mardi 1920^ 
when on the proposal of Senator Lodge the objec- 
tionable features of the preamble were elindnated 
and other desirable changes made. 

Once in the League upon that basis we could not 
thereafter, by any referendum to the people or by 
any act of President and Senate in response thereto 
make those reservations worse, for the simple reason 
that once we are in the League no change could be 
made in them without the consent of the other na- 
tions united with us in Covenant, and they would 
not agree to any unfavorable change. But they could 
be made more satisfactory to them or withdrawn, if 
that be the people 's will, for to this the other nations 
would readily agree. 

Thus the United States would be without recall, 
except by withdrawal after two years which by the 
terms of the Covenant is the right of every member 
nation, a part of the League of Nations, the redpi- 
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ent of all its benefits and responsible to it to the 
extent which the reservations would permit. 

But President Wilson would not have said his last 
word. He would have the same right as before to 
appeal to the country through the platform of his 
party or the declarations of the party candidate for 
the election of a president and senate favorable to 
the withdrawal of those reservations entire, thus 
leaving us in the League upon the same basis as the 
other nations, or he could make it the clean-cut issue 
to so modify one of them as would leave the moral 
obligation in Article X. Nor would the Republican 
leaders, object to fight it out on that issue. 

That was the plan, — to secure to a distressed 
world without longer delay and without any uncer- 
tainty, the half a loaf of relief which both sides to 
the controversy were willing to give, and confine the 
election issue to the points of irreconcilable dis- 
agreement. 

But what would the friends of the League of 
Nations gain by this entry of the United States into 
the League f Just this : — The provisions for a com- 
prehensive code of international laws and the crea- 
tion of a Permanent Court of International Justice 
as provided in Articles XIV and XV would be in full 
force in the Covenant, together with qualified pro- 
visions for arbitration and disarmament and other 
provisions of great value. The chief and most val- 
uable of all would be the economic boycott provided 
in Article XVI, the most powerful instrument in all 
the Covenant for the preservation of peace, the one 
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most ready for use and which avoids all the sac- 
rifices of war. It could not be enforced to guarantee 
the territorial integrity of other member nations 
against external aggression as provided in Article X 
except by specific act of Congress, but it could be 
invoked to preserve peace as provided in Arti- 
deXVI. 

The United States once in the League of Nations 
fiould be depended upon to go all the necessary 
lengths for the preservation of world peace and the 
assurance of international justice, and would exert 
a powerful influence in making over again the 
League of Nations upon a broader and juster foun- 
dation. The spirit of fairness and pride of her 
people would make that certain. 

There would then remain before the President and 
the Senate and the American people for settlement, 
only the questions upon which immdiate agreement 
seemed impossible, chiefly this, — Should the Senate 
reservations by this compromise adopted and put in 
force as affecting Article X remain in force or be 
withdrawn! Or should they be modified! And if 
modified, in what way! They could not be made 
more drastic or destructive of the provisions of the 
Covenant for the reason stated in a former para- 
graph. 

The Irish Eesolution was necessarily excluded, 
first, because the great majority of the signatures 
to the appeal were attached before the passage of 
that Besolution in the Senate; and second, because 
the other nations signatory to the Covenant would 
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refuse to admit us into the League of Nations with 
a reservation which, whatever may be said of its 
merits, would be an unwarranted and unprecedented 
interference in the internal affairs of a member 
nation. 

Every effort was made to convince the president 
and the Senators that to persist in making the vital 
question of our entry into the League of Nations an 
issue in the 1920 political campaign would be to take 
tremendous risks, because, first, before the expira- 
tion of the second year when the elected candidates 
of the winning party in the election could take their 
seats (for careful computation seemed to show that 
at least two elections would be required to suffi- 
ciently change the complexion of the Senate to re- 
verse its then attitude) and the remaining nearly 
one year more in which the question could be 
threshed out all over again, if indeed a two-thirds 
vote of the Senate could then be assured to make it 
final, the world and we with it might go to ruin for 
the lack of our aid ; and because, second, in a heated 
partisan political campaign with all the counter cur- 
rents of irrelevant prejudices, personal ambitions 
and partisan interests and designs, it should be plain 
to any thoughtful mind that the entire question 
might go wrong and fall lifeless by the wayside 
against the actual desire of the people. 

There was left in this ''plan" the one and only 
way by which these risks might be avoided. Though 
called ''a plan,'' it was a way so simple, so reason- 
able, so manifestly fair and so easily workable and 
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effective to achieve the end desired without the com- 
promise of any worthy interest by either side to the 
controversy, that it seemed to its advocates that no 
friend of the League of Nations could possibly op- 
pose it or put the least obstacle in its way. Yet a 
Lodge Eepublican could consistently approve it. 

It was made plain that under it the President 
could take his referendum if that be his desire, with 
out the great risk of our being kept out of the 
League of Nations altogether against the actual will 
of the people through the question being obscured 
by entirely irrelevant questions of party advantage 
or of personal popularity, or by an election fluke, 
and without the great personal risk of his being sub- 
jected to the charge, though it be an unjust one, of 
being willing to subordinate his friendship for the 
League of Nations and the sacred interests of man- 
kind involved in it to personal ambition or to par- 
tisan gain. 

The Appeal as presented to the President and the 
Senate did not advocate any referendum whatever, 
but suggested a referendum upon limited and sub- 
ordinate questions as infinitely preferable to one 
that would stake the vital question of our entering 
the League of Nations and the iamaeasurable inter- 
ests involved in it upon a hazardous gamble. It was 
held that an enemy of the League of Nations might 
consistently take that risk. Not so a friend. There- 
fore the President's hearty acceptance when led to 
give to this proposal his serious consideration was 
confidently expected. For why should he choose the 
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certainty of long and injurious delay and the risk of 
all, when a full half might be instantly gained and 
the other half placed in no greater doubt by the act f 

The plan seemed to say, * ^ Please give at once to a 
hungry world the half loaf now ready, and do not 
continue unnecessary strife for the whole loaf while 
the world starves, with the risk that you may de- 
stroy the whole loaf and have left for the starving 
peoples no bread at all. ' ^ 

The *' Appeal to the President and to the Sena- 
tors,'* stated the particular proposal, which I have 
characterized as a ''plan" in two short paragraphs. 
It was presented at the White House on March 29th, 
more fully stated in the ''inclosing letter '* signed 
by Cardinal Gibbons, S. Homer Woodbridge and the 
author. It was also outlined in very complete form 
in subsequent reasoned statements. 

Arriving in Washington the very day of the re- 
jection of the Treaty by the Senate, all but one of 
the few friends who had come with it felt that it had 
better not be presented. But many encouraging 
telegrams and the mandates of its hundreds of im- 
portant signatures could not be ignored. The lead- 
ing press association and newspaper authorities had 
given more discouragement by the advice that, since 
it was "propaganda,*' it could receive no newspaper 
publicity. But the reasonableness and persuasive- 
ness of its own appeal so captured the imagination 
and won the hearts of avowedly hostile newspaper 
correspondents that, to the astonishment of its 
friends it received columns of favorable publicity 
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in the leading newspapers of the country which a 
million dollars could not have bought. 

A few days later, the **plan** fully outlined and 
offered to the representatives of the press merely in 
a letter as an "Appeal to the People of the United 
States,** was given the same unusual publicity, evi- 
dently induced by its own winning power. Then, in 
response to the advice of some of its friends not 
present in Washington, who thought it was re- 
ceiving too much publicity, it was presented to the 
Senate without a newspaper correspondent present 
to give it a line, large publicity plans designed to 
give opportunity for a popular uprising of senti- 
ment in its favor were abandoned and personal ef- 
forts to make the plan effective took their place. 

This decision was much regretted by some who 
were strong in the belief that continued publicity 
would have brought forth such an overwhelming 
response in its favor as would have compelled its 
adoption. 

It was represented to his friends that should the 
President return the Treaty to the Senate with the 
understanding that with whatever reservations it 
should be ratified (or he might limit it to the Lodge 
reservations) he would submit it to the other govern- 
ments signatory to it, the act would greatly 
strengthen his position before the country in that it 
would completely dissipate as baseless ttie charges 
of inordinate stubbornness, partisanship and selfish 
subordination of the League of Nations to his own 
ambitions. 
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The act would succeed in putting us into the 
League, for the Senate majority could not refuse 
compliance since it would be an acceptance of their 
own terms, and they would know that refusal would 
be a humiliating and damaging stultification which 
they could not justify before the country. 

In taking into consideration the chances for the 
success of this proposal the fact was not overlooked 
that President Wilson had not in any of his declara- 
tions in favor of making the League an issue in the 
approaching national election, either said or inti- 
mated that he would not be willing to limit the elec- 
tion issue to Article X. On the contrary, there was 
believed to be much ground for the belief that he 
would agree to tihiat limitation of the issue for the 
sake of making safe the world's *'half loaf of 
reliel 

It was thought that all these considerations made 
the appeal an irresistible one to his mind, and since 
it was apparent that both he and the Eepublican 
leaders had determined to make the League an elec- 
tion issue, it was believed that this partial yielding 
to his desire for the referendum offered the only 
possible hope to save the entire vital question from 
the risks of a partisan political campaign and secure 
the early entrance of the United States into the 
League of Nations. 

Intimate friends of Mr. Wilson were induced to 
join in the endeavor to persuade him, for the sake of 
his League of Nations and as the last hope for his 
success in the world peace movement of which he 
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was the natural and providential leader to accept 
the compromise proposal The author wrote, among 
others, to a very intimate friend and former class- 
mate of the President along these lines, urging him 
to see Mr. Wilson in person and urge that course. 
He half expected a reproving reply to the effect that 
the President was abundantly able to attend to his 
own affairs and needed no advice either from friends 
or from outsiders. Instead he received the encour- 
aging answer, **I am taking under very serious con- 
sideration the suggestion in your letter. Keep up 
your good work. * ' A few days later the author met 
the recipient of the letter who referring to it said, * ' I 
expect to see the President next week, and I may 
be there at the psychological moment. ' ' 

Both sides of the Senate stood ready upon a favor- 
able hint from the President to put the compromise 
into effect and enter the League of Nations. The 
prevaUing Eepublican view was expressed by Sena- 
tor Smoot who, in the absence of Senator Lodge at 
the time, had proposed to him by the author this 
question, * * If President Wilson and the Democratic 
Senators, even at this late date, show a willingness 
to ratify the Treaty with the Lodge reservations, 
will the Eepublican Senators join to put it 
through f His instant reply was, *^We wilL But 
we will go no farther. That is going quite far 
enou^. ' ' 

On the Democratic side Senator Underwood, im- 
mediately after his selection as the Democratic Sen- 
ate leader, said in a public interview that he intended 
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to take to the president an appeal signed by Demo- 
oratic senators, requesting him to meet the Bepub- 
licans in compromise and take us into the League of 
Nations. But nothing more was ever heard of it. 
Apparently a hint from the White House cooled the 
Senators' ardor. 

The hopeful effort failed. The only response from 
the White House was a great silence. The Presi- 
dent's ** solemn referendum'' was taken. The world 
knows the result. 

Perhaps Mr. Wilson's illness and resulting isola- 
tion, putting him out of touch with the people and 
in unfortunate ignorance of the real situation, ex- 
plains why he faUed the country and the world in 
that hour of supreme opportunity. Perhaps our 
appeal failed to get fairly before him. 

WOODEOW WILSON — AN APPBECIATIOMT AND A CBITICISM 

I HAVE criticised Mr. Wilson, I believe justly. 
What I have written and what I may further 
write in this volume in his praise or censure has 
been and will be confined to his part in the world 
war and in world peace. The criticism has been said 
in preceding pages. Little beside praise will follow 
here. It will not be in the form of a fine analysis 
of his good qualities and great abilities, but a simple 
recalling to memory of great and indisputable facts. 
When a small boy the author heard Abraham 
Lincoln (of whom he was a great admirer and in- 
tense partisan), speak in warm praise of an eminent 
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political antagonist who had unkindly, unjustly and 
mercilessly criticised him. What was the youth's 
amazement to hear Lincoln laud his most dangerous 
and implacable foe as a great orator and debater and 
a statesman whose genius honored his state and 
country I But when he proceeded with keen and 
humorous analysis, to tear his enemy's arguments 
to fragments and scatter them like pieces of waste 
paper before an amused and delighted audience, a 
new light came into the boy's mind and he saw that 
there was a vast difference between personal resent- 
ment and disagreement, between abuse and forceful 
argument. He also saw that greatness could be 
broad and generous. 

Perhaps the early and deep impression made by 
that to him astounding object lesson may explain 
why the youth, now come to years of more than ma- 
turity, is incapable of understanding how the fact 
that men differ politically or strongly disagree in 
important or even vital matters, can justify the 
smallness, the lack of broadness of mind if not of 
common fairness, that cannot see any good in a man 
twice chosen by the people to the highest place in 
their gift, still held in the highest honor by millions 
of his countrymen and credited with greatness and 
achievements of greatness by gifted men and women 
in every part of the world. 

One would think that any real American of any 
party would rejoice and be proud if any other Amer- 
ican, whether in leadership of his or another party, 
should by any worthy achievement take and hold a 
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plaoe in history near to that of Washington and 
Lincohi. 

Such might have been Woodrow Wilson ^s achieve- 
ment, such his place in the hall of fame but for in- 
ability to forego a part of what he sought to achieve 
that he might win for the benefit of mankind the 
greater the essential part, which would have 
crowned him with immortality. That he took a 
gambler's risk and lost is cause more for sorrow 
than for censure. The cause for censure lies only 
in this, that in taking that chance he risked not alone 
his own place in history, but the immeasurable in- 
terests of all the world. 

Much may be said in his praise. Passing by what 
seems to some of us a deplorable tardiness in en- 
tering the war, it may be said that the conduct of 
America's part in the war, with due weight given 
to all the criticism which it excited, was a great and 
marvelous achievement which any amount of criti- 
cism cannot belittle. It is unnecessary to go into 
details. The great outstanding and glorious facts 
are known to all the world and written in indelible 
history. 

The achievement of securing the united support 
of the country in the war, the speed with which was 
drafted, mobilized, trained and transported to 
France and to Flanders a great and invincible army, 
the army's valorous and decisive part in a quick 
ending of the war in victory for our great cause in 
the most stupendous struggle ever known and the 






THE GREAT DECEPTION 191 

notable achievements of our great navy will forever 
be precious and proud American memories which 
cannot be disassociated from the memory of Wood- 
row Wilson. 

Along with the achievements of the allied armies 
and navies, it cannot be denied that by his fourteen 
points, despite all criticism, he gained the moral 
leadership of the world and lost it only through 
political opposition and political defeat at home. 

It can hardly be denied that by the sheer force of 
his ideas and his unequalled power to put into words 
the unexpressed sentiments of the heart of man- 
kind, he so enfeebled the war morale of the victo- 
rious Central Powers that it broke in their disas- 
trous defeat and surrender before the united valor 
of the allied armies. To the might of his pen must 
be ascribed an appreciable share in the quick and 
righteous ending of the war. 

His great part in bringing more than forty na- 
tions, including, with the exception of our own and 
the defeated Central Powers, all the great nations 
of the world into organized union to assure the 
world's future peace was almost as large an accom- 
plishment as our great part in ending the unparal- 
leled world war. Whatever the defects in the 
League of Nations, it is the beginning of a united 
world effort to organize the nations in determined 
opposition to the intolerable curse of war, a begin- 
ning which cannot fail to ultimate in better under- 
standing and better cooperation among the nations, 
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while it is the greatest concrete expression of world 
idealism ever known. 

Only failure to win the support of his own coun- 
trymen in that society of nations, stood in the way 
of its becoming, despite its large defects, the great- 
est single human achievement in history. Only that 
failure, for which it may be said he is himself re- 
sponsible, stands between him and a place in history 
beside the first American immortals. 

His glory will never be as great as it would be but 
for that failure to achieve through wise concession. 
But with fair allowance for that failure, and fair de- 
ductions for his failure to lead his country earlier 
to the rescue of imperiled liberty in France and the 
defence of imperiled civilization, despite all the 
criticisms that may be heaped upon him whether by 
disappointed friends of his cause or implacable and 
unreasonable foes, and whatever worthier thing may 
follow and transcend his League of Nations, what 
was achieved in that beginning under his admin- 
istration can never be taken from him but will for- 
ever be his crown of glory ; not so bright a crown as 
it might have been, but still bright and luminous and 
one of the prides of Americans in coming ages. 

It may be added that that does not detract one iota 
from the opportunity given to Warren G. Harding 
to make through the achievement of a better realiza- 
tion of world union for the preservation of peace 
an equal or a better place in world history. 



} 
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MOBE THAN STBAWS 

SOMETHING more than straws which show 
which way the wind blew at election time and 
in the few months of the campaign, are the rec- 
ords of university and college student votes in 
student ** presidential nominating conventions'* at 
Harvard, Yale and many other universities and col- 
leges. The record fails to appear in the body of the 
book because of an unfortunate accident by which 
the author's notes on the subject were lost. 

It will scarcely be disputed that the student voters 
ia general represented the best, most intelligent and 
most influential American families. Their votes 
must be accepted as a fair indication of the senti- 
ments of the homes from which they came. 

Even now I am without the exact figures of tiie 
votes at individual student conventions, but I am 
sure that memory does not play me false when I 
say that the Eepublican votes at Yale, Harvard and 
Cornell were so overwhelmingly for the three lead- 
ers who favored going into the League of Nations, 
namely Hoover, Wood and Lowden, that there was 
left for the one irreconcilable, Hiram Johnson, so 
few votes that he was practically out of the runniag. 
It may be added that the votes of the students of 
those institutions were fair samples of the student 
vote generally, and Western institutions were not 
one whit behind. 

But I am not without a reliable record of the total 
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stnd^it vote in the 410 institntioiifl in which it was 

recorded and compiled. 
The total vote was 158,088 

Those favoring compromise to pro- 
mote immediate ratification were. 61,494 

Those favoring the Treaty and 
Covenant withont change 48,232 

Those expressing themselves in ac- 
cord with the large program 27,970 

Those favoring killing the Treaty 
and League 13,943 

(less than one-eleventh of the whole) 
If we add to these those who would 

negotiate a new treaty with Germany 6,449 158,088 

there would appear to be 20,292 opposed to the 

League, or a little more than one-eighth of the 

whole. 
It may be safely said that the pro-German and 

anid-British vote would account for nearly all that 

very meagre anti-League vote, and not all the anti- 
League vote was for Johnson. 
What then becomes of the bold claim that the 

national vote was in favor of ^^ scrapping the 

League T 
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